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The  Editor's  Special  Class  in  Poultry  Keeping 


Ideal  Barred  Plymouth  Rocks. 

WHEX  it  was  decided  to  make  a  series  of  graded 
lessons  in  poultry  keeping  a  feature  in  Farm. 
Pocxtry  for  tbis  and  several  succeeding  years, 
it  occurred  to  the  writer  that,  in  connection  with 
this  work,  it  might  be  feasible  to  try  experimentally,  with  a 
limited  number  of  readers  of  the  paper,  a  little  more  personal 
work  than  it  is  possible  to  give  readers  in. general. 

The  objects  of  this  experiment  were  first  to  convince  these 
few.  and  through  their  experience  many  others,  of  the  wisdom 
of  following  methods  generally  recognized  as  good,  and  prin- 
ciples accepted  as  correct  rather  than  follow  the  too  common 
practice  of  amateurs,  and  devote  much  time  in  the  first  few 
years  experience  to  testing  personally  ideas  which,  in  the 
experience  of  others,  have  not  "  made  good,"  and  next,  to  get, 
if  possible,  from  the  work  of  this  special  section  some  ideas  to 
apply  to  the  general  extension  of  the  educational  work  under- 
taken in  the  "  Lessons  in  Poultry  Keeping." 

The  first  extended  notice  of  the  Special  Class  brought  about 
a  hundred  applications  immediately.  Ouly  one  more  definite 
announcement  in  regard  to  it  was  made,  but  applications  to 
the  extent  of  about  one  hundred  more  cameln  quite  promptly, 
and  after  that  an  occasional  application  for  several  months. 
Most  of  those  accepted  were  from  among  the  first  applicant-. 
Of  the  later  ones  none  (considering  the  limited  time  I  can 
give  the  work)  ought  to  have  been  taken,  but  a  few  of  the 
applicants  I  found  so  interesting  that  I  stretched  a  point  to 
take  them  in.  The  class  now  has  nominally  about  sixty  mem- 
bers. With  some  I  had  a  good  deal  of  correspondence  at  first, 
with  others  a  little,  with  others  none  beyond  what  was  pre- 
liminary to  getting  from  them  the  first  full  statement  in  regard 
to  their  work  and  plans.  Whether  any  of  those  from  whom  I 
do  not  hear  are  disappointed  or  negligent,  or  quietly 
dropped  out  I  cannot  say.  Three  have  dropped  out,  and  asked 
rebate  on  their  deposit.  I  assume  that  the  others  are  finding 
no  occasion  to  ask  questions  —  that  things  are  going  smoothly 
with  them.  A  number  of  those  I  have  heard  from  say  that 
the  lessons  have  anticipated  their  questions. 

Preliminary  correspondence  with  applicants  showed  that  a 
considerable  proportion  of  them  had  ideas  of  their  own  not 
at  all  deducible  from  the  announcement — about  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  members  of  the  special  section  of  the  general 
class  in  poultry  keeping  which  any  reader  of  the  paper 
attended  or  not  at  will.  Some  seemed  to  think  that  the  mem- 
ben  of  the  special  section  were  to  be  spared  the  trouble  of 


reading  the  lessons,  and  that  I 
would  answer  by  letter  to  them 
questions  fully  considered  in  the 
paper.  A  number  appeared  to 
have  concluded  that  the  par- 
ticular feature  of  the  special 
section  would  be  that  the  editor 
would  answer  for  them  ques- 
tions he  has  always  declined  to 
answer  for  anyone.  But,  on 
the  whole,  the  class  as  made  up 
consists  of  a  representative 
body  of  sensible  poultry  keep- 
ers of  from  a  few  months  to  a 
good  many  years  experience. 
I  had  not  supposed  that  tMe 
idea  or  the  methods  o  f  the 
special  section  would  appeal  to 
any  but  the  beginners  and  some 
wbofeltthat  they  were  failures, 
but  applications  from  men  and 
women  of  some  experience 
and  of  success  not  at  all  dis- 
creditable to  their  experience 
were  quite  numerous,  and  on 
consideration  it  seemed  best  to 
treat  these  applications  the  same 
as  the  others,  and  accept  such  as 
seemed  most  likely  to  be  benefit- 
ed by  connection  with  this  class. 

After  six  months  of  the  class 
in  operation  it  begins  to  be  a 
question  with  me  whether  those  who  find  that  by  closely  fol- 
lowing the  general  lessons  they  need  no  special  advice  will 
care  to  coutinue  their  connection  with  the  class  for  the  pos- 
sible advantage  it  might  be  to  them  in  an  emergency.  That 
is  a  question  time  alone  can  answer.  The  class  as  projected 
will  be  carried  on  for  those  who  remain  with  it  as  long  as  they 
like,  though,  as  it  is  probable  that  some  modification  of  the 
plan  may  be  made  to  suit  all  readers,  no  additions  will  be  made 
to  it. 

What  seems  to  me  now  the  most  practical  way  to  make  a 
general  application  of  the  idea  with  which  tbis  class  was 
formed  is  simply  this: 

To  furnish  all  subscribers  who  wish  it  stationery  of  uniform 
size  and  punched  for  filing,  at  a  price  which  will  cover  the 
cost  of  the  paper  and  of  files  in  which  to  preserve  corre- 


spondence; and  keep  on  file  all  correspondence  sent  us  on  this 
paper,  as  long  as  the  correspondent  continues  a  subscriber  to 
the  paper.  This  plan  could  probably  be  so  worked  out  that 
the  actual  additional  cost  to  each  subscriber  availing  himself 
of  it  would  be  very  small.  Taper  he  would  have  to  buy  any- 
way. Postage  he  would  pay  when  he  wrote  us,  whether 
writing  on  paper  we  furnished  or  not.  The  real  cost  to  bim 
w  ould  come  in  the  additional  charge  made  to  cover  the  cost  of 
files,  and  this  charge  would  have  to  be  made  on  the  paper  as 
sold,  and  each  sale  made  absolute — no  return  privilege. 

The  advantage  to  the  subscriber  would  consist  in  having  on 
file  with  me  a  Statement  in  regard  to  the  nature  and  extent  of 
bis  operations  with  poultry,  and  all  correspondence  relating  to 
tiis  troubles  with  it.  The  risk  to  him  would  be  in  bis  initial 
purchase  of  paper  with  which  he  would  pay  the  cost  of  the 
space  that  amount  of  paper  would  occupy  in  the  file,  and  if  he 
bad  no  occasion  to  seek  the  editor's  advice  this  item  would  be 
his  loss. 

We  have  to  adopt  some  such  plan  as  this  if  we  preserve  cor- 
respondence relating  to  difficulties  of  readers,  for  it  comes  to 
us  now  on  all  kinds  of  paper,  the  same  writer  not  always 
using  the  same  kind  of  paper  tw  ice  in  succession,  and  some- 
times not  using  the  same  kind  of  paper  all  through  the  same 
letter.  To  preserve  such  correspondence  in  convenient  form 
is  impossible. 

However,  that  all  has  to  go  over  to  the  end  of  the  year. 
The  general  interest  in  the  special  section  has  been  such  and 
the  inquiries  about  it  from  those  who  just  wanted  to  know 
what  it  was  doing  have  been  so  frequent  that  I  have  selected 
statements  from  two  of  the  members  with  which  to  illustrate 
the  work  and  incidentally  give  two  good  "stories"  of  begin- 
ning with  poultry  with  such  comments  for  others  as  those 
stories  suggest. 

J* 

The  questions  asked  and  answered  by  each  member  of  the 
class  at  such  length  or  with  such  brevity  as  he  chose  were: — 

1.  — Experience  with  poultry? 

2.  — Object  in  poultry  keepiug? 

3.  — Time  devoted  to  poultry? 

4.  —  Equipment,  stock,  buildings  and  appliances? 

5.  — Just  what  you  plan  to  accomplish  this  year? 

The  statements  made  on  these  points  considered  all  together 
frequently  furnish  very  good  answers  to  the  questions  so  often 
asked  by  beginners  about  the  necessary  capital  and  equip- 
ment. They  do  not  show  ideal  or  model  equipments,  but 
what  is  more  to  the  purpose,  show  how  available  appliances, 
buildings,  and  stock  may  be  made  use  of. 


A  Carriage  Painter  Turns  Poultry  Farmer 

jvt 


stepfather  owns  this  place,  and  at  one  time  kept 
about  150  hens  here  and  did  a  small  market  garden- 
business,  and  was  quite  successful  in  a  small 
way.    I  have  had  the  advantage  of  his  experiences, 
poultry  papers,  books,  etc. 

I  came  here  three  years  ago,  got  a  few  hens  and  have  been 
increasing  ever  since.  The  last  two  years  I  have  sold  a  good 
many  of  my  chicks  as  broilers,  having  some  In  the  market  in 
April. 

I  worked  at  my  trade  all  the  time  until  last  June,  when  I 
had  so  many  chicks  and  other  crops  started  that  I  found  it 
necessary  to  give  up  the  shop.  My  hens  did  well  and  paid  me 
something,  but  I  have  used  all  I  ever  got  to  increase  the  flock 
and  buy  appliances. 

My  object  in  poultry  keeping  is  to  make  a  business  of  it.  If 
I  had  the  money  in  my  pocket  I  would  not  go  and  buy  a  place 
to  build  a  poultry  plant,  but  I  have  tbis  place  for  paying 
insurance  and  taxes.  I  am  25  years  old,  and  I  hadn't  done 
anything  but  paint  carriages  for  ten  years,  and  I  wanted  to  do 
something  for  myself  if  I  could.  Xow  that  I  am  in  it  I  like  it 
very  much,  and  will  tight  to  a  finish,  as  I  don't  want  to  go 
back  to  the  shop  again.  I  intend  to  devote  all  of  my  lime  to 
poultry.    What  time  is  not  needed  by  the  poultry  I  give  to 


ray  crops,  etc.,  but  the  poultry  comes  first,  even  if  I  have  to 
hire  some  of  my  other  work  done.    My  stock  consists  of 
B.  P.  Rocks.    W.  Hocks.    W.  Wyaudotles.    Am.  Reds. 


Pullets,  63 
Hens,  31 


13 


59 
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Making  1S3  birds,  S  ducks,  1  drake.  6  cockerels,  3  cock-, 
about  a  dozen  fall  hatched  chickens,  1  cow,  horse,  1  heifer  au>i 
1  sow  with  pigs. 

My  pens  consist  of  one  32  x  10  ft.  double  pitch  roof ,  S  ft 
high  in  front,  and  5  ft.  iu  back,  divided  into  4  pens  with  A 
windows;  24  x  12  ft.  double  pitch  roof.  l>  ft.  In  front  and  4  ft. 
in  back,  divided  into  3  pens  with  window  in  each  pen  ;  6  x  in 
single  pitch,  6  ft.  front,  3  ft.  back,  with  one  long  window  put 
in  lengthwise;  14  x  10  single  pitch,  S  ft.  front,  4  back,  with  2 
windows,  with  a  scratching  shed  10  x  12.  open  front,  division 
in  the  center  connecting  the  tw  o  last  nami  d  pens :  5  x  12  ft..  ." 
ft.  in  front,  3  iu  back,  with  2  windows;  ti  x  S  double  pitch.  1 
window,  t!  x  6  ft.  high;  and  one  S  x  10  It.  single  pitch,  7  ft. 
front,  and  5  ft.  back.  I  have  five  colony  houses  for  chickens, 
a  x  5  ft. ;  aud  one  10  x  3  w  ilhout  windows,  but  the  spaces  left 
opeu. 
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^ARM-POULTRY 


August  1 


All  ol  these  pens  lire  good  practical  houses;  there  was  no 
unnecessary  expeuse  put  in  them,  hut  are  tight  with  roofing 
paper  on  the  sides  of  all,  aud  on  the  roofs  of  all  but  the  two 
largest.  The  divisions  are  boarded  up  about  3  ft.,  and  then 
either  lathed  or  wire  netting.  There  are  no  floors  except  in 
two  of  the  small  pens.  I  keep  about  four. inches  of  sand  in 
them.  I  haul  it  all  out  twice  a  year,  and  put  in  fresh.  Once 
this,  winter  I  hauled  in  fresh  sand  aud  put  it  on  top  of  the  other. 

There  are  droppings  boards  in  all  the  pens  but  one;  in  that 
one  I  put  a  board  about  one  foot  high  up  edgewise  across  the 
pen,  just  in  front  of  roosts,  and  every  twoor  three  days  shovel 
sand  over  the  droppings. 

The  largest  pens  have  a  square  hole  (with  a  slide)  cut  in  the 
gables,  but  I  depend  most  and  in  the  rest  of  the  pens  entirely, 
on  the  windows  for  ventilation.  I  tack  a  piece  of  burlap  to 
the  top  of  the  window  casing  and  to  the  top  of  the  window, 
then  I  drop  my  window  and  ft  gives  me  a  space  eight  inches 
wide,  just  covered  by  the  burlap.  I  leave  these  windows 
down  at  all  times  night  and  day,  aud  on  pleasant  days  I  put 
the  windows  up  at  the  bottom. 

We  have  twelve  acres  of  land,  which  with  the  exception  of 
about  three  acres  which  I  am  cultivating,  is  all  a  mowing 
field.  It  is  located  in  a  valley,  with  a  good  sized  brook  run- 
ning right  through  the  center;  the  laud  gradually  slants  to  the 
brook,  so  it  is  very  well  drained.  The  soil  is  quite  heavy,  and 
in  some  places  carries  a  good  deal  of  clay,  but  is  not  in  evi- 
dence where  my  poultry  houses  are  located. 

I  have  one  220-egg  and  one  150-egg  iucubator,  four  brooders, 
caponizing  set,  wagons, farming  implements,  etc.;  three  of  the 
brooders  I  know  are  all  right,  for  I  have  used  them  two  sea- 
eons;  they  will  handle  200  chicks  at  a  time  (the  3) ;  the  other  I 
havejust  made.  All  the  houses  I  have  named  here  are  avail- 
able for  poultry,  as  I  have  room  in  my  barn  for  grain  aud  all 
storage  purposes,  picking,  etc. 

When  I  started  in  here  I  iutended  to  go  into  egg  production, 
but  my  ideas  or  plans  have  changed  some;  perhaps  I  might 

say  I  am  fitting  them  to  my  market.     I  drive  to  once  a 

week,  and  get  my  grain,  because  I  can  save  enough  to  pay  me 
well  for  my  time,  and  market  my  chickens  at  the  same  time. 
The  two  best  markets  take  all  of  my  chickens,  and  would  take 
a  good  many  more  if  [  had  them.    They  are  pretty  fussy,  and 

pay  me  a  pretty  fair  price.    I  have  found  a  poor  egg 

market,  and  I  am  shipping  to  Boston  at  present.  I  will  not 
attempt  to  say  how  many  chicks  I  expect  to  raise,  but  as 
many  as  my  accommodations  will  permit;  sell  them  as  broilers 
and  early  roasters,  and  hatch  more  in  the  fall— how  many, 
will  depend  upon  how  many  buildings  I  get  put  up  this  sum- 
mer; 1  can't  tell  just  how  many  that  will  be;  I  want  to  kind  of 
feel  my  way.  In  short  I  want  to  keep  about  300- layers,  and 
keep  some  broilers  and  roasters  coming  along  all  the  time. 

My  hens  are  kept  yarded.  I  never  measured  the  yards,  but 
I  am  sure  they  are  large  enough,  and  have  shade.  My  chick- 
ens have  free  range  after  the  hay  is  cut. 

I  keep  about  three  to  four  inches  of  litter  in  my  pens. 
When  we  had  that  heavy  snow  followed  by  rain  this  winter, 
the  water  backed  into  my  scratching  shed,  but  that  is  the  only 
time  that  I  ever  saw  water  in  one  of  my  pens.  I  used  to  have 
trouble  with  frost  on  the  inside  of  the  roof,  especially  over  the 
roosts,  but  with  the  eight  inch  space  covered  with  burlap  over 
the  windows  I  keep  the  pens  dry,  and  the  hens  dust  in  the 
sand  ;  no  other  bath  is  provided. 

I  made  a  big  mistake  last  fall  when  I  bought  a  lot  of  pullets. 
I  had  them  all  sold,  but  the  next  night  when  I  went  in  their 
pen  I  could  smell  roup.  I  got  right  after  them,  so  that  my 
customer  took  them  a  week  later.  I  used  a  one-half  dose  of 
roup  cure  in  the  drinking  water  of  my  own  flock,  but  some  of 
mv  birds  would  have  one  side  of  the  head  swell,  and  some 
would  sneeze,  but  not  one  had  all  of  the  symptoms,  and  I 
don't  think  one  of  them  was  oft' its  feed  for  a  day,  but  I  kept 
separating  them,  disinfecting,  using  roup  cure,  and  it  is  not  in 
evidence  now.  There  are  a  few  body  lice  on  my. hens,  but  no 
other  kind  around.  I  use  crude  carbolic  on  the  roosts  once  a 
week. 

I  feed  a  mixture  of  3  parts  cracked  corn,  2  parts  barley,  1 
part  oats,  and  a  little  rye.  In  the  morning  they  get  about  20 
qts.  of  this  and  about  8  qts.  at  noon.  At  night  I  feed  a  mash, 
the  composition  of  which  I  vary;  about  once  a  week  I  use 
some  chopped  second  crop  clover;  about  twice  a  week  I  put  in 
ahout4qts.  of  cooked  vegetables;  when  I  don't  use  either  of 
these  I  use  more  bran.  1  never  measure  my  grain,  but  the 
proportions  are  4  dippers  corn  meal,  4  dippers  bran,  2  Shoe- 
maker's stock  feed  or  ground  oats,  2  white  middlings.  I  scald 
the  meal  first,  and  then  work  the'  other  into  it,  and  I  find  the 
hotter  the  water  the  less  white  middlings  is  needed  to  get  the 
doughy  consistency.  I  feed  all  they  will  eat  of  this,  generally 
about  3  to  4  twelve  qt.  pails.  They  have  water,  shells,  grit 
and  cabbage  before  them  all  the  time,  and  the  Reds  and 
Wyandottes  have  all  the  beef  scraps  they  will  eat.  Ducks  get 
mash  twice  a  day,  grain  once.  My  hens  are  all  plump,  but 
If  any  of  them  lay  down  I  put  them  where  they  have  to  scratch 
or  starve.  I  used  to  feed  beef  scrap  at  noon  instead  of  grain, 
but  the  Plymouth  Rocks  got  a  slight  diarrhea  and  I  cut  ft  out! 
That  was  a  month  ago,  but  some  of  them  continue  to  have  it. 
3  never  had  as  poor  laying  as  I  have  had  this  year,  and  mv 
hens  never  had  as  good  care  before.  They  have  been  averag 
ing  three  dozen  a  day,  aud  I  now  get  five  dozen.  I  took  40 
chicks  from  my  incubator  today ;  it  had  100  fertile  eggs;  most 
Of  the  rest  died  about  the  nineteenth  day.  I  shall  fill  both 
machines  tomorrow.  I  run  my  incubators  in  the  house  cellar; 
it  has  a  cement  floor,  and  is  dry.  I  have  had  pretty  good  luck 
Defore. 


First  While  Rock  Hen,  Bridgeton,  N.  J. 
Springer  Bros.,  Bridgetou,  N.  J. 
Do  you  think,  on  as  heavy  soil  and  as  near  the  water  as  I 
am,  that  I  am  handicapped?    My  stepfather  never  had  any 
trouble  from  sickness  here,  and  I  never  did  except  what  I 
have  stated.    Would  chicks  raised  from  the  hens  that  had  the 


Second  While  Roc!;  Cockerel,  Rutherford,  N.  J. 
Springer  Bros.,  Bridgeton,  N.  J. 
trouble  I  mentioned  be  predisposed  to  colds  or  roup?   Do  you 
consider  them  undesirable  breeders?   I  don't  think  one  of 
them  really  had  the  roup,  but  I  think  they  would  all  have  had 
it  if  I  hadn't  taken  it  in  time.   Do  you  think  I  am  feeding  too 


First  White  Rock  Pullet,  Lititz,  Pa. 

Springer  Bros.,  Bridge  ti>u,  N.  J 


heavvT  I  killed  one  of  the  B.  P.  Rock  pullets,  and  she  had 
considerable  fat  inside. 

In  answering  my  questions  don't  take  my  feelings  into  con- 
sideration ;  don't  be  afraid  to  tell  me  the  truth  just  as  it  is. 

*  *  *  I  have  cut  down  the  feed  of  the  Plymouth  Rocks, 
as  they  were  not  laying  heavy,  and  I  thought  they  were  get- 
ting too  fat,  but  the  Reds  and  White  Wyandottes  are  doing 
most  of  the  laying,  and  seem  to  demand  all  that  I  have  been 
feeding.  I  try  to  govern  my  feeding  by  the  fowls'  appetites, 
condition,  etc.  My  chicks  are  doing  fine;  don't  think  I  have 
lost  but  two.  I  feed  them  Cyphers  chick  food,  unfertile  eggs, 
and  oatmeal;  for  green  food  I  plant  winter  rye  in  boxes,  and 
grind  raw  beets  up  fine.  They  are  three  weeks  old  now, 
and  I  waut  them  for  broilers  as  soon  as  I  can  get  them. 
Would  you  advise  me  to  change  the  feed  some?  1  shall  need 
the  unfertile  eggs  to  start  other  chicks. 

I  am  thinking  of  putting  up  a  building,  say  12  x  12,  where  I 
can  keep  my  grain,  pick  my  chickens  in  winter,  heat  my 
water,  have  a  cellar  underneath  for  my  incubator,  and  build  a 
brooder  house  perhaps  30  ft.  long  to  run  out  from  it,  to  be 
heated  by  hot  water  pipe  system.  My  idea  is  there  will  be 
less  danger  from  fire,  more  convenient,  and  if  I  can  heat  my 
water,  cook  vegetables,  and  warm  my  room  from  one  stove  or 
heater,  I  think  it  is  more  economical.  My  house  cellar  .is  not 
as  warm  as  it  ought  to  be  to  run  an  incubator  in. 

Do  you  think  it  would  be  better  to  put  in  a  stove  and  run 
lamp  brooders?  I  should  like  your  idea  of  this  plan.  Would 
there  be  any  disadvantage  in  having  it  beside  a  brook  with 
the  bottom  of  the  cellar  5  ft.  above  normal  high  water?  By 
that  I  mean  would  it  be  apt  to  be  too  damp?  The  location  1 
have  in  mind  is  on  an  old  dam,  and  tke  bank  of  the  brook  is 
nearly  straight  up  and  down. 

Do  you  think  I  am  making  a  mistake  to  go  into  soft  roasters 
and  broilers  winters,  and  not  raise  many  chickens  in  th.e 
spring,  so  that  I  will  have  more  time  for  my  crops?  Would 
you  advise  me  to  buy  a  bone  cutter?  Fresh  bone  would  cost 
me  lc.  a  lb.,  and  I  pay  $2.47  per  100  lbs.  for  beef  scrap.  I 
suppose  I  could  rig  something  so  as  to  turn  it  by  horse  power. 
I  have  got  the  stock  for  a  building  10  x  20,  which  I  shall  have 
up  this  month.  I  am  going  to  leave  the  boards  about  a  quarter 
of  an  inch  apart  in  front;  shall  put  floor  in  for  the  present.  1 
have  bought  some  second  hand  lumber  for  half  price,  and  as  I 
do  my  own  building  they  don't  cost  me  much  money.  As  yet 
I  have  not  put  any  money  into  my  business ;  most  of  the  build- 
ings were  here  when  I  came,  and  what  I  have  bought  has 
come  out  of  the  profit,  and  I  thought  by  building  a  brooder 
house  and  taking  up  the  hot  house  chicken  end  of  it,  it  would 
not  be  necessary  to  put  up  as  many  buildings  as  it  would  to 
keep  as  many  laying  hens  as  one  man  could  care  for,  and  also 
that  I  could  get  more  profit  per  building.  (My  fall  and  early 
winter  hatches  paid  me  far  better  than  my  hens  this  year). 
This  seems  to  me  to  be  the  best  way  to  make  the  hens  build 
the  plant.  I  want  to  settle  on  one  breed.  My  R.  I.  Reds  lay 
the  best,  and  make  the  best  and  quickest  broilers,  but  they  get 
hard  too  quick  for  good  roasters,  so  I  have  concluded  to  either 
keep  a  few  B.  P.  Rocks  or  get  a  few  Light  Brahmas  to  go 
with  the  Reds,  and  cut  out  the  rest.  My  B.  P.  Rocks  are  dis- 
posed to  a  looseness  in  the  bowels.  Do  you  think  the  amount 
of  bulled  grains  in  my  ration  encourages  it?  My  eggs  are 
testing  about  60%  fertile,  and  hatches  are  poor.  I  set  a  few 
duck  eggs  under  hens,  but  there  wasn't  a  fertile  egg  in  the  lot. 

Paintek. 

J* 

I  shall  not  give  here  replies  to  all  Mr.  Painter's  questions. 
That  would  take  too  much  space.  What  I  want  to  call  the 
attention  of  readers/especially  those  just  beginning,  or  about 
to  begin,  to  is  the  way  he  began  and  built  his  business  up  very 
slowly,  while  still  working  at  his  trade.  I  judge  from  the 
general  spirit  of  caution  that  prevails  in  his  poultry  keeping 
that  if  it  had  not  been  possible  to  begin  this  way  he  would  not 
have  made  the  attempt.  Therein  he  would  differ  from  many 
who  wish  to  get  into  poultry  keeping.  I  have  known  many 
cases  where  men  with  very  little  capital  —  not  nearly  enough 
to  fit  up  for  poultry  keeping  on  a  scale  that  would  take  all 
their  time,  have  made  a  start,  trusting  to  luck  or  Providence 
to  see  them  through.  Almost  without  exception  these  people 
go  out  of  poultry  within  a  few  months.  How  could  it  be 
otherwise? 

It  requires  some  self  restraint  to  keep  small  operations  in 
poultry  down  to  the  limits  which  are  appropriate  under  exist- 
ing circumstances,  for  it  is  easy  to  figure  out  how  we  cannot 
lose  on  an  extension  we  want  to  make. 

Mr.  Painter  had  the  advantage  of  a  rather  exceptional 
opportunity  to  begin  inexpensively.  Not  every  would-be 
beginner  has  such  an  opportunity  ■ —  and  not  every  beginner 
having  such  an  opportunity  would  have  used  the  plant  as  he 
found  it.  Many  would  first  of  all  have  remodeled  it  to  suit 
their  supposed  advanced  ideas.  The  idea  that  things  must  be 
hist  so  to  carry  on  a  poultry  business  successfully  is  what 
keeps  a  good  many  men  looking  for  situations  as  poultrymen 
on  salary  out  of  employment.  They  look  a  plant  over  and 
declare  that  it  cannot  be  made  profitable  unless  entirely 
remodeled  in  accordance  with  their  ideas.  They  can  promise 
wonderful  results  after  the  plant  is  as  they  think  it  should  be, 
but  must  have  model  conditions  to  work  with. 

Now  there  is  occasionally  a  plant  so  badly  arranged  that  it  is 
impossible  to  work  to  advantage  on  it,  but,  as  a  rule,  a  man 
who  cannot  adapt  himself  and  his  methods  to  conditions  as  he 
finds  them  is  not  of  the  stuff  of  which  poultrymen  are  made. 

\nother  point  worth  noting  in  Mr.  Painter's  work  is  that  he 
has  let  his  poultry  business  develop  along  the — to  him — most 
profitable  lines.    This  is  the  natural  result  when  a  business 
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grows  slow  I  v  from  smal  beginnings.  When  a  beginner  lays 
out  for  a  large  business  ou  certam  limited  lines  he  is  likely  to 
keep  on  trying  to  make  his  business  grow  that  way  long  after 
it  ought  to  be  clear  to  him  that  circumstances  required  modifi- 
,  cations  of  his  plans. 

Two  of  the  questions  asked  by  this  correspondent  have  a 
timely  general  interest;  i.  e.,  that  in  regard  to  the  heavy  soil 
for  poultry,  and  that  as  to  adjustiug  poultry  to  the  other  inter- 
ests of  the  farm. 

There  is  little  trouble  with  wet  heavy  soil  if  not  stocked  too 
heavily.  If  overstocked,  if  fowls  are  yarded  too  close,  bad 
effects  develop  much  quicker  ou  heavy  than  on  light  soils. 

The  probiem  of  balanciug  poultry  and  farming  interests  is 
one  that  is  next  to  impossible  for  oue  man  to  answer  for 
another.  Etch  one  has  to  work  it  out  by  experience.  I 
would  not  advise  any  large  operations  in  winter  chickens  until 
be  has  had  more  experience  with  them,  but  considering  the 
satisfactory  results  so  far  obtained,  it  would  be  well  to  increase 
operations  along  tuat  line  little  by  little  as  long  as  results  were 


good.  If  this  end  of  tbe  business  developed  as  it  has  on  some 
f  irms  it  might  happen  that  within  a  few  jears  tbe  farm  would 
become  a  soft  roaster  farm  like  tiiose  on  tbe  south  shore.  1  f  it 
develops  that  way  through  force  of  circumstances,  well  and 
good.  Mr.  Painter  may  make  more  from  roasters  alone  than 
be  would  by  devoting  some  time  to  farming  or  gardening. 
One  thing  those  who  go  into  soft  roasters  have  to  consider  is 
the  source  of  supply  of  eggs  for  hatching  for  this  purpose. 
As  yet  it  Is  ouly  in  tbe  south  shore  section  that  farmers  keep 
flocks  to  supply  eggs  for  winter  chickens,  and  those  who  want 
to  begin  this  line  elsewhere  find  it  bard  to  get  suitable  eggs. 

This  condition  is  like.-y  to  make  it  necessary  to  go  slow,  und 
that  fact  ought  to  be  borne  in  mind  in  making  plans.  If  a 
man  wants  to  hatch  1,000  winter  chickens,  and  plans  his  other 
work  accordingly,  and  then  finds  —  too  late  to  change  other 
plaus — that  he  cannot  get  eggs  in  anything  like  the  quantity  be 
wants  them,  he  is  in  an  unprolit:ible  predicament.  It  is  better 
lo  plan  only  for  what  we  are  reasonably  sure  of  being  able  to 
accomplish. 
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fefc  |  1 XPEEIENCE?" — Such  as  oue  would  get  during 
thirty-four  years  of  farm  life,  about  thirty  of 
which,  from  childhood  up,  were  indifferent  to, 
and  careless  of,  the  conditions  attending  success- 
ful poultry  growing,  and  tbe  other  four  or  more  taking  a  keeu 
active  interest  in  the. care  of  about  a  hundred  fowls,  aud  seek- 
ing knowledge  from  all  available  sources. 

'•OBJECT  IX  POULTRY  Keeping?"  —  Having  a  summer 
resort  business,  which,  from  our  trials  with  help  in  late  years, 
we  feel  we  may  have  to  give  up,  and  being  physically  unequal 
to  the  task  of  carrying  on  large  farming  operations,  aud  having 
a  firm  faith  in  the  ben  as  a  money  earner,  I  desire  to  learn  tbe 
practical  side  of  commercial  poultry  culture.  Am  iu  it  for 
inouey. 

"Tub  to  Devote  to  Poultry?"  —  I  work  for  myself, 
and  have  all  the  tune  there  is,  yet  I  am  very  busy  every  day 
with  tbe  various  duties.  However,  tbe  poultry  shall  have 
sufficient  attention. 

"EQUIPMENT,  STOCK,  etc.?"'  —  I  have  oue  double  laying 
hou»e.  12  x  41,  each  side  consists  of  roosting  room  S  x  12,  and 
scratching  room  12  x  12;  windows  in  front,  also  door;  no  con- 
nection :  also  an  apex  house  10  x  1C,  (which  I  don't  like) ;  a 
brooder  bouse  16  x  50,  (lean-to  type),  and  several  colony 
bouses,  two  S  x  S,  and  some  smaller.  AH  houses  face  south 
or  southeast. 

Land. — Fifty  acres  of  cleared  land,  broken,  sloping  to  every 
point  of  the  compass;  mostly  dry,  high,  hard  wood,  granitic 
soil. 

STOCK. —  One  hundred  and  eight  K.  C.  R.  I.  Red  or  Ameri- 
can Red  pullets  and  bens,  seven  males  of  same  breed,  quality 
fair;  some  might  do  to  exhibit;  just  ordinary  layers.  Best 
pea  of  forty-rive  pullets  laid  iu  January,  441  eggs;  and  for 
first  twelve  days  oT  February,  221  eggs;  and  for  the  whole  lot 
I  get,  as  a  rule,  from  30  lo  4S  daily.  Average  I  should  say 
about  40  or  41. 

Equipment  and  Appliances.—  At  present  one  120-egg 
Cyphers  incubator,  a  collection  of  home  made  brooders,  (after 
the  style  of  Cyphers'  indoor),  a  miscellaneous  assortment  of 
small  coops  for  hens  and  chicks,  a  Xo.  7  Mann's  bone  cutter,  a 
small  Wilsou  dry  bone  mill,  a  few  trap  nests  of  my  own  design. 
I  am  not  greatly  taken  with  many  "appliances,"  as  I  am 
coming  to  believe  that  simplicity  is  one  importaut  key  to  suc- 
cess with  poultry. 

What  I  Plan  to  Accomplish.— Hatch  as  many  chickens 
as  I  can  up  to  May  1st;  feed  them  so  tbe  pullets  shall  get  a 
good  growth,  and  lay  in  early  fall,  and  get  to  tbe  second 
later  of  eggs  before  cold  weather,  aud  have  a  lot  of  pullets  to 
sell.  Also  grow  the  young  cockerels,  (except  some  which  may 
show  real  merit),  up  as  fast  as  I  can,  and  dispose  of  them  for 
what  they  will  best  sell  for.  Try  to  develop  tbe  egg  pro- 
ducing capacity,  and  to  gain  all  tbe  knowledge  I  can. 

When  I  first  began  I  had  dreams  of  a  poultry  plant,  but 
wilh  experience  has  come  discretion,  and  I  shall  be  well  con- 
tent to  learn  thoroughly  bow  to  successfully  mauage  a  poultry 
fawn. 

1  want  to  learn  to  get  a  maximum  egg  yield,  as  that  seems  to 
me  to  be  important  if  one  expects  to  set  many  eggs.  After  I 
baTC  learned  that,  then  if  it  should  seem  advisable  to  embark 
in  the  broiler  business,  I  have  a  field  sloping  southeast,  in 
which  I  can  build  two  continuous  brooder  houses  450  ft.  long 
each.  For  bens  and  chicks  at  present  I  like  the  small  movable 
colony  houses,  as  the  chicks  can  have  a  fresh  run  each  year,  or 
more  often,  and  I  can  more  quickly,  1  believe,  detect  trouble 
iu  a  small  flock  than  in  a  large  one. 

Questions. 

There  are  so  many  things  I  bave  wanted  to  ask  you, 
that  I  cannot  think  of  them  all  just  now;  however,  I  can 
deliver  a  sufficient "  broadside"  for  the  first  one.  I  am  feed- 
ing according  to  directions  in  tbe  Lessons  as  near  as  I  can, 
and  with  an  increase  in  corn  foods,  using  cracked  instead  of 
whole  corn,  I  feel  that  I  am  doing  better.  I  have,  however, 
detected  a  tendency  to  poor  shells  (not  soft)  developing,  and 
am  wondering  if  I  am  doing  anything  wrong.  I  feed  corn  In 
morning,  ami  either  oats  or  corn  at  noon,  and  a  wet  mash  at 
ni'.'bt,  because  the  hens  would  till  up  and  loaf  until  noon  when 
1  led  i*.  mornings.    The  mash  I  make  thus  :    In  the  afternoon 


I  take  clover  chaff,  like  sample,  (about  20%  of  mash),  mix 
with  it  while  dry  about  two  quarts  of  meal,  and  wet  thor- 
oughly with  milk ,  (if  I  have  it  I ,  or  water,  and  let  it  set  until  I 
finish  making;  then  add  about  30%  bran,  5%  to  10%  Bowker's 
beef  scrap,  possibly  a  little  more  meal,  aud  generally  cooked 
vegetables,  (either  potatoes,  turnips,  squashes,  or  pumpkins), 
making  up  the  remainder  of  the  mash.  Sometimes  I  leave  out 
tbe  vegetables,  or  part  of  scraps,  if  tbe  bowels  seem  inclined 
to  undue  business,  and  iu  that  case  the  bran  and  meal  and 
clover  have  to  be  increased.  I  don't  have  much  use  for  cotuli. 
mental  foods;  use  a  little  red  pepper  sometimes,  and  also  have 
used  a  dusting  of  ginger,  but  am  shy  of  "poultry  foods  ;  "  cab- 
bage fed  every  other  day.    (Suggestions,  please). 

Xow  in  regard  to  breeding,  etc.  In  January  15th  F.-P.,  in 
your  reply  to  W.  E.  Johnson,  in  "  Ready  Made  Layers,''  you 
say,  "  the  experience,  etc.,  of  those  that  have  bred  for  heavy 
egg  production  has  been  that  an  extremely  heavy  layer  is  not 
as  likely  to  produce  heavy  layers  as  a  hen  that  is  merely  agood 
layer."  That  is  a  problem,  and  seems  to  knock  the  trap  nest 
idea  in  the  head.  I  have  some  trap  nests ;  used  them  las*;  year. 
They  were  fairly  successful,  but  a  lot  of  care.  This  winter 
the  pullets  wouldn't  use  them  until  a  short  time  ago,  so  I  bave 
no  records.  I  just  know  that  tbe  pen  is  giving  about  a  40% 
yield.  (I  started  my  incubator  January  31st,  with  eggs  from 
this  flock).  Xow  if  the  heavy  producers  are  not  especially 
desirable  I  will  not  try  to  find  them  out. 

Being  somewhat  cramped  for  room  for  several  small  breed- 
ing pens,  I  have  put  more  into  a  pen,  and  use  two  birds  with 
them,  banging  one  up  in  a  cage  where  he  can  see  the  other, 
and  alternating  every  two  days.  Part  of  the  pens  are  brothers 
and  sisters,  aud  part  fathers  aud  daughters.  The  former  is 
inbreeding,  is  it  not?  Tbe  latter  line  breeding?  Will  it  barm 
to  inbreed  one  seasou,  and  then  use  cockerels  from  that  mating 
with  pullets  from  line  bred  stock?  At  present  the  pullets  have 
a  lot  of  different  blood  represented. 

The  hatch  iu  incubator  comes  off  February  20  —  21.  I  shall 
use  a  colony  house  as  a  nursery  brooder  house,  having  it 
right  ou  the  lawn  bandy.  Xojv  iu  regard  to  feed  for  young 
chicks,  what  do  you  suggest?  I  have  never  used  "chick 
food,"  always  using  johnny  cake,  bread,  etc.,  and  the  eggs 
tested  out  boiled  hard  and  mashed,  then  later  ou  wheat,  (too 
high  now),  and  mashes.  The  cost  of  feed  has  always  been 
higher  than  I  think  it  should  be  for  the  number.  "  Chick 
feed  "  is  quite  expensive  at  $2.50  per  cwt..  and  9c.  per  cwt. 
freight  in  three  hundred  pound  lots.  I  feel  tbat  this  is  one  of 
my  very  weak  points.  I  want  to  learn  the  very  best,  or  one  of 
tbe  best  methods  of  feeding  chicks  when  young,  with  the  idea 
of  separating  tbe  sexes  later,  and  feeding  for  layers,  and  cock- 
erels for  soft  roasters,  or  whatever  is  best.  However,  I  will 
only  trouble  you  for  a  ration  for  \oung  chicks  now. 

Extent  of  Operations  Advisable. 

Another  very  important  question  is  tbe  extent  of  operations 
advisable.  If  I  felt  confident  that  I  could  anywhere  approach 
the  cost  of  raising  a  pullet,  as  given  In  FARM-POULTRY,  Nov. 
15,  1904,  by  the  Browns,  England,  I  would  get  another  incu- 
bator, aud  try  for  a  flock  of  several  hundred. 

As  you  will  see  by  reference,  they  place  the  cost  of  raising 
to  laying  maturity,  aside  from  interest  and  labor,  at  40c.  each. 

I  can  sell  all  the  fair  sized  laying  pullets,  or  tbose  aliout  to 
lay  tbat  I  can  raise,  for  §1  each.  Xow  what  do  you  advise, 
and  what  do  you  think,  with  good  care,  management, etc.,  it 
should  cost  to  raise  the  American  breeds  up  with  us  — just  a 
conservative  estimate? 

I  should  like  to  do  all  I  can  with  a  reasonable  chance  of  a 
fair  profit. 

Comparing  Results  With  Others. 

A  friepd  and  I  went  to  Fneburg  a  few  weeks  ago  to  visit  a 
small  broiler  plant.  The  proprietors  have  been  at  It  three 
j ears,  and  it  would  seem  have  learned  about  all  there  is,  while 
I  have  another  friend,  a  very  successful  egg  man  who  has  been 
at  it  twenty  years,  and  don't  know  much  about  it,  anyway. 
Now  these  fellows  have  a  dark  closet  in  which  they  shut  up 
sitting  hens,  ami  as  they  alternate  two  cocks  with  flocks  of 
twenty-five  hens,  they  keep  the  cocks  off  duty  shut  up  in  this 
dark  closet  also,  ou  separate  shelves.    Xow  do  tou  think  it  a 


good  plan  to  shut  up  away  from  the  sunlight?  I  should  think 
it  would  be  detrimental  to  tbe  birds'  spirits  aud  virile  euerg> . 
I  keep  my  birds  tbat  I  alteruale  in  cages  where  Ibey  can  over- 
look tbe  pen,  as  I  have  thought  tbe  resulting  jealousy  would 
make  tbeni  more  active  when  at  liberty,  and  think  so  jet;  also 
think  the  light  aud  fresh  air  better  for  them.  Am  I  not 
correct? 

These  men  also  claim  tbat  a  wet  mash  is  bad  for  Btrong 
fertile  eggs,  and  I  see  the  Prairie  State  incubator  people  claim 
the  same.  If  correct,  it  gives  Dr.  Xottage  a  good  point. 
Please  tell  me  what  you  think  of  the  idea. 

These  men  have  three  220-egg  Cyphers  machines,  and  claim 
to  hatch  50%  of  all  eggs  put  in,  but  we  could  only  account  for 
450  chickens,  and  from  December  20tb  they  must  bave  set 
about  1,S00  or  1,900  eggs,  and  hadn't  sold  any  chickens ;  now 
this  doesn't  have  much  to  do  with  my  business,  but  what  1  am 
coining  at  is  lo  learn  if  I  am  so  far  behind  everybody  else. 

In  hatch  set  January  31st,  from  ti(i  fertile  eggs  I  had  IT  good 
chicks;  some  failed  to  exclude  themselves;  and  in  h:il.eh 
coming  oil"  about  March  10th,  I  had  23  chicks  from  about  TU 
fertile  eggs. 

The  Spring  Change  of  Conditions. 

Another  thing  I  want  to  know  is  the  best  way  lo  feed  fowls 
after  they  get  out  of  confinement.  With  us  the  snow  is  now 
leaving,  and  bare  spots  appearing,  and  I  can  soon  let  them  out; 
iu  fact,  have  two  flocks  I  let  out  good  days  now. 

As  tbey  begin  to  get  the  grass  should  I  not  let  up  on  clover? 
And  what  other  changes  would  be  well? 

Running   the  Brooders. 

Some  incubator  and  brooder  catalogues  say:  "Start  t^e 
young  chicks  iu  brooder  at  90°,  and  drop  5°  a  week,  as  they 
grow."  Xow  a  hen  is  just  as  warm  on  a  chick  four  or  five 
weeks  old,  as  one  only  a  week  or  less.  If  tbe  chicks  get  too 
warm  they  can  creep  pertly  out  from  under  the  hen,  and  they 
can  do  the  same  w  hen  under  a  brooder  hover.  What  should 
you  advise?  Keep  them  warm  enough  so  they  won't  chirp 
and  nestle,  or  reduce  5°  a  week  anyway,  and  toughen  them  lo 
it? 

A    flarket  Point. 

The  Fryeburg  men  laughed  at  me  for  saying  tbat  I  shipped 
my  fowls  "  headed  and  drawn."  Does  not  the  Boston  market 
demand  that?  I  wrote  to  a  commission  house  several  years 
ago,  and  that  was  what  they  said  at  tbat  time,  and  that  is  the 
way  I  ship,  unless  I  sell  alive,  whicb  I  do  sometimes. 
Economy   in  Feeding. 

You  have  occasionally  said  iu  FARM- POULTRY  that  whi  n 
wheat  is  high  you  use  corn  instead,  and  get  good  results.  Wi  1 
the  same  principle  hold  good  in  feeding  growing  chicken-  : 
I  bave  at  present  about  475,  and  dou't  want  to  make  a  mistake 
with  them. 

Wheat  at  present  is  $  1.60  per  cwt.  for  a  poor  blighted  article, 
and  if  I  can  feed  cracked  corn  without  tbe  wheat,  I  shall  be 
glad  to  do  so  If  I  can  get  as  good  results. 

J* 

Here  we  have  another  illustration  of  a  judicious  beginning 
in  poultry  keeping.  Many  of  'he  questious  asked  have  been 
answered  this  year  in  the  paper  for  someone.  To  answer 
them  all  at  length  would  make  a  long  column.  There  aro 
three  or  four  poiuts  mentioned  on  which  I  want  to  comment 
briefly. 

The  extent  of  operations — how  much  to  undertake — is  a 
serious  question,  one  upou  which  much  depends.  The  gen- 
eral disposition  of  poultrvmen  and  others  is  to  try  to  do  al'. 
tbat  is  possible.  Mr.  W.  is  like  most  of  us  in  wanting  to  do 
all  that  he  can  with  a  reasonable  chance  of  fair  profit.  After 
some  years  in  the  business  most  of  us  are  able  to  judge  preli  y 
well  what  we  ourselves  can  do,  but  judging  for  others  of 
unknown  capabilities  is  quite  a  diflerent  proposition.  So  if 
we  are  to  have  a  rule  or  principle  to  apply  in  the  determina- 
tion of  such  matters  it  must  be  one  which  will  take  account  of 
different  capacities  aud  experiences.  The  best  rule  1  can 
make  on  this  basis  is: — Lei  every  new  operation  be  on  a  very 
small  scale,  ami  every  increase  just  a  step  iu  advance. 

Oue  striking  thing  about  most  of  the  successes  with  poultry 
that  bave  continued  Is  the  very  slow  rate  of  progress  made. 
Two,  three,  four  or  five  years  was  taken  to  get  stock  up  to  the 
numbers  the  average  beginner  wants  to  begin  with.  The 
plant  started  on  a  large  scale  almost  invariably  fails  within  a 
few  years.  The  man  who  works  his  flock  up  through  dozens 
aud  scores  before  be  begins  to  deal  with  hundreds  has  many 
more  chances  of  making  a  lasting  success  than  the  man  v>  ho 
begins  with  several  hundred. 

About  wet  mashes  and  fertility.  What  do  we  mean  bv  a 
wet  mash?  Is  it  a  mash  in  which  no  water  is  used,  or  is  it  a 
watery  mash?  A  watery,  sloppy  mash  is  bad  for  bens  and 
bad  for  fertility.  I  don't  think  it  would  be  possible  lo  show 
any  difference  iu  fertility  between  fowls  fed  a  suitable  ms-i 
mixed  with  water  and  those  fed  '-dry"  mash.  As  I  have  said 
in  writiug  of  the  Use  of  masb  before,  1  think  dry  feeding  is 
preferable  to  feeding  badly  made  mashes,  but  a  aood  mash  is 
on  the  whole  more  satisfactory.  Tbe  case  is  precisely  parallel 
to  the  feeding  of  corn  to  fowls,  or  in  fact  to  feeding  anything. 
Things  good  in  themselves  and  in  proper  use  are  not  satisfac- 
tory if  abused. 

While  speaking  of  mashes  it  is  in  order  to  say  that  the  term 
"dry  mash"  as  applied  to  a  mixture  of  ground  "feed  stuffs  in  8 
dry  state  is  a  misnomer —  and  an  absurd  one.  Wetting  is  :.n 
essential  feature  in  a  mash— if  the  ingredients  used  are  not  wet 
the  mixture  is  not  a  masb. 

Growing  chicks  mav,  as  a  rule,  safely  be  fed  the  same  ration 
as  tbe  bens.  I  feed  most  of  tbe  time  twice  as  much  corn  as  of 
any  other  graiu.  In  extreme  hot  weather  I  reduce  the  corn, 
or  even  cut  it  out  of  the  ration  for  awhile  except  for  what 
corn  meal  goes  into  the  masb.  but  except  for  this  1  alw:i>s 
feed  corn  heavily  when  I  can  get  good  cracked  corn.  Gen- 
erally there  is  no  difficulty  about  that  except  for  a  little  while 
in  the  spring.  When  poultrvmen  insist  on  having  c racket! 
corn  free  fn  in  mold,  tbey  get  tL 
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First   Lessons   in    Poultry  Keeping 


LESSON  XIII 


Incubator  Rooms  and    Brooder  Houses. 


fS  DISCUSSING  the  topics  under  tbe  tiilc  of  this  lesson,  I  shall  not  go  into  details  of 
I  construction  as  fully  as  in  the  treatment  of  houses  for  adult  stock,  for  these  reasons  : 
JL  lu  the  first  place  to  do  so  would  involve  a  good  deal  of  repetition  of  what  has  appeared 
in  the  other  lessons,  for  many  small  buildings  used  in  connection  with  artificial  methods 
are  quite  like  some  of  those  already  described.  In  the  next  place  the  larger  buildings  for  pipe 
systems  of  brooders  must  often  be  planned  with  reference  to  the  arrangement  of  the  heating 


One    of  tarrer   Bros'.    Brooder    Houses,     W.    Norwell  Mass. 

system,  and  the  incubator  and  brooder  manufacturers  that  se  11  heating  systems  furnish  plans 
especially  suited  to  them,  and  I  would  by  all  means  advise  any  who  intend  to  build  brooder 
houses  for  pipe  systems  of  brooding  to  decide  first  on  their  heating  arrangements,  and  build 
after  designs  furnished  by  the  manufacturers. 

"6 

Incubator  Rooms. 

For  an  incubator  room  most  incubator  operators  prefer  a  cellar.  It  is  desirable  that  the 
temperature  of  the  room  in  which  the  machines  are  to  be  operated  should  not  vary  sharply 
with  outside  fluctuations  of  temperature.  This  condition  might  be  obtaiued  in  a  room  wholly 
above  ground  by  making  the  walls  very  thick,  but  such  a  building  would  be  expensive.  The 
conditions  sought  are  as  nearly  as  possible  attained— and  that  at  comparatively  small  expense 
by  building  cellars,  as  shown  in  the  illustration. 

Sometimes  the  cellar  used  is  under  a  building,  but  in  general  cellars  built  expressly  for  this 
purpose  are  placed  at  a  little  distance  from  other  buildings.   The  use  of  tne  cellar  of  a  house 
or  barn  for  incubators  is  quite  common  when  the  number  of  machines  operated  is  too  small,  or 
the  permanence  of  the  use  of  machines  too  uncertain  to  seem 
to  warrant  the  expense  of  construction  of  a  special  cellar. 

In  making  use  of  house  and  other  cellars  under  buildings  of 
more  value  than  poultry  buildings  generally  are,  one  has  to  con- 
sider first  of  all  how  it  affects  his  insurance.  At  present  most 
insurance  companies  either  refuse  to  take  risks  under  such 
circumstances,  or  charge  a  very  high  rate.  A  movement  is 
now  on  foot  among  incubator  manufacturers  to  induce  insur- 
ance companies  to  modify  their  regulations  about  incubators 
and  brooders.  Almost  simultaneously  with  tbe  beginning  of 
this  movement  some  people  in  the  insurance  business  seem  to 
have  discovered  that  harsh  regulations  about  the  operation  of 
incubators  and  brooders  were  very  poor  policy.  So  it  is  likely 
that  before  long  there  will  be  a  change  in  conditions,  and  an 
agreement  as  to  the  circumstances  under  which  incubators 
may  be  operated  in  dwellings  and  such  other  places  as  people 
are  likely  to  want  to  use  for  them. 

More  fundamental  objections  to  putting  incubators  in  places 
not  originally  made  for  them  are  that  too  often  the  surround- 
ings are  not  what  could  be  desired.  When  an  incubator  is 
operated  in  a  cellar  or  room  used  for  other  purposes  it  is 
too  much  exposed  to  outside  influences,  and  when  a  part  of 
such  room  Is  partitioned  off  for  the  incubators,  the  most  favor- 
able conditions  for  the  operation  of  the  machines  are  seldom 
obtained.  The  chief  fault  in  such  improvised  quarters  for 
incubators  is  the  lack  of  suitable  ventilation.  A  common 
cellar  is  often  but  an  iil  ventilated  place  at  best,  and  the  air  in 
it  good  only  when  brought  in  in  stronger  currents  than  are 
wanted  in  an  incubator  room.  When  a  portion  of  such  cellar 
H  set  apart  for  incubators  the  atmospheric  conditions  in  that 
part  are  generally  not  made  better  than  in  the  main  cellar. 

How  far  poor  ventilation  of  tbe  place  in  which  the  incubators 
are  operated  is  responsible  for  weak  chicks  and  for  losses  of 
chicks  which  were  Jhought  all  right  when  they  hatched,  it 
is  impossible  to  say.  Some  of  those  making  careful  investiga- 
tions into  diseases  of  and  mortality  among  artificially  hatched 
chickens  are  beginning  to  be  very  strongly  of  the  oplnfon  that  a 
lack  of  fresh  air  in  the  machines  is  one  of  the  most  common 
causes  of  trouble,  and  that  this  lack  of  air  is  due  aot  so  fliueh 


to  faults  in  machines, but  to  the  imperfect  adjustment  of  the  surroundings  —  that  is,  of  condi- 
tions in  the  incubator  room  to  the  requirements  of  the  machines,  and  the  impression  gain 8 
ground  that  in  future  more  attention  will  have  to  be  given  to  the  balancing  of  external  and 
internal  conditions  of  the  artificial  hatcher. 

It  appears  from  some  observations  and  experiments  made  recently  that  the  time  may  soon 
come  when  directions  for  operating  incubators  will  be  much  more  comprehensive  than  at  pres- 
ent, the  necessary  variations  for  different  conditions  being  tabulated  so  that  the  operator  may 
the  better  adapt  the  running  of  his  machine  to  existing  conditions.  This  may  not  be  done  with 
absolute  accuracy,  but  far  better  than  by  guess.  Perhaps  I  can  make  the  meaning  more  clear 
by  an  illustration  from  amateur  photography  with  which  many  readers  are  somewhat  familiar 
The  photographer  can  purchase  a  little  book  containing  carefully  worked  out  tables  which 
enable  him  to  determine  in  a  moment j  ust  what  time  to  give  an  exposure  with  the  diaphragm 
of  any  given  dimensions  and  with  any  possible  combination  of  light  and  surrounding  objects. 
By  the  use  of  such  tables  the  photographer  reinforces  and  regulates  his  judgment,  and  is  enabled 
to  eliminate  from  his  work  much  of  the  risk  of  spoiling  plates  or  films  and  losing  much  desired 
pictures.  So  in  the  development  of  artificial  incubation  we  are  evidently  coming  to  a  time 
when  the  operator  will  be  given  more  appliances  to  record  conditions  he  has  to  reckon  with, 
just  as  the  thermometer  now  records  the  temperature;  and  will  be  furnished  tabulated  instruc- 
tions as  to  the  adjustment  of  the  machine  to  conditions. 

Meantime  the  amateur  incubator  operator  need  not  be  discouraged  because  in  the  operation 
of  incubators  he  must  rely  much  on  his  own  judgment.  At  this  stage  of  affairs  he  may  get  as 
good  results  as  others  by  simply  being  sure  he  is  on  the  safe  side. 

I  went  one  day  to  see  the  new  incubator  cellar  on  a  large  duck  plant  in  this  state.  It  was 
built  something  like  that  in  the  illustration,  but  with  the  walls  high  enough  above  ground  to  let 
In  full  half  windows  on  the  sides,  while  the  roof  was  high  in  the  middle.  As  you  entered  the 
door  and  looked  about  the  effect  was  much  like  that  of  an  empty  church.  In  a  church  or  any 
other  building  for  large  gatherings  the  walls  must  be  high  that  there  may  be  in  the  room  a 
volume  of  air  great  enough  to  move  and  create  the  necessary  ventilation  without  great  change 
of  temperature.  The  builders  of  this  incubator  cellar  had  the  same  end  in  view.  There  was 
room  enough  in  the  building  for  a  cellar  higher  than  usually  used  for  incubators  and  for  a  very 
large  loft  over  it.  There  was  so  much  room  that  my  first  question  was  as  to  whether  they  had 
completed  the  building,  or  intended  to  make  a  loft.  The  reply  was  that  the  building  was  to  be 
used  as  it  was  ;  that  it  had  been  planned  to  give  abundance  of  air  to  tbe  machines.  I  noticed  no 
odor  from  the  lamps  and  machines  in  that  cellar.  I  have  gone  into  many  incubator  cellars  in 
which  the  odor  was  very  bad.  In  some  of  these  this  was  because  ventilation  was  defective 
regardless  of  the  number  of  machines  in  operation  ;  in  others  it  was  because  entirely  too  many 
incubators  were  in  operation  in  tbe  room. 

Therefore,  wherever  jou  run  an  incubator  see  that  ventilation  is  good  enough  to  remove  bad 
air,  and  wherever  you  run  more  incubators  see  that  this  good  condition  is  maintained.  That  it 
is  possible  to  hatch  chicks  in  crowded  cellars  where  the  air  is  bad,  there  is  no  doubt.  There  is 
lots  of  it  done.  That  It  is  such  chicks  that  give  most  trouble  many  think  they  begin  to  notice. 
Build  the  incubator  cellar  as  large  as  you  are  ever  likely  to  use  it.  Though  it  may  always  be 
too  large — better  that  than  too  small.  Space  in  it  not  needed  for  incubators  may  be  used  for  an 
egg  room  or  for  storage  of  light,  clean  articles,  as  coops,  egg  boxes,  and  baskets,  etc. 

As  to  the  structure  of  the  incubator  room  :  If  a  cellar,  the  walls  below  the  surface  should  be 
of  stone  or  brick,  the  floor  of  cement,  the  entire  room  above  the  ground  lined  with  matched 
lumber,  and  the  windows  double,  for  this  is  a  building  in  which  it  is  necessary  to  keep  the  tem- 
perature moderate,  avoiding  both  extremes. 

J* 

Brooder  Houses. 

In  artificial  brooding  there  are  two  systems.  In  one  small  brooders  each  heated  by  its  own 
lamp  are  used.  In  tbe  other  a  hot  water  or  steam  heater  sends  the  heal  through  a  system  of 
pipes  that  extends  throughout  a  building  constructed  on  the  continuous  house  plan. 

A  pipe  system  is  sometimes  used  for  two  or  three  hovers,  but  in  that  case  the  beater  is  small, 
and  the  entire  system  quite  as  easily  portable  as  an  individual  brooder.  Usually  the  building 
for  a  pipe  system  approaches  a  hundred  feet  in  length,  and  may  very  much  exceed  it. 


A    New    England   Incubator  Cellar. 
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For  individual  brood- 
ers small  buildings  may 
be  used,  or  the  brooders 
may  be  put  in  such  long 
buildings  as  are  used  for 
pipe  brooding  systems — 
brooder  with  its  lamp 
being  required  for  each 
section  in  the  building. 

For  those  who  hatch 
only  a  few  small  hatches 
each  year  the  individual 
brooder  in  its  own  small 
building  i  s  generally 
more  satisfactory. 
When  the  chickens  no 
longer    need    the  extra 

Vieu  of  Part  of  Exterior  of  Bmoaer  House  heat  the  brooder  may  lie 

At  Lone  Oak  Poultry  Farm.  Reading.  Mass.  removed  and  the  build- 

ins  used  to  shelter  the  growing  chicks."  Later  it  may  be  used  for  surplus  cockerels  or  even  for 
■  pen  of  laying  or  breeding  fowls. 

Individual  brooders  may  also  be  used  in  such  continuous  houses  as  are  used  for  laying  stocky 
one  brooder  in  each  compartment;  but  the  brooder  house  especially  fitted  for  individual  brood- 
ers is  as  a  rule  used  for  brooding  only,  and  the  same  is  true  of  the  pipe  brooder  bouses. 

Where  large  numbers  of  chicks  are  to  be  hatched  In  cold  or  cool  weather  I  think  the  long 
brooder  bouse  with  pipe  heaters  over  the  hovers  Is  by  all  odds  the  best  plan. 

We  say,  then,  that  for  growing  winter  chickens,  for  growing  broilers  and  for  all  chicks 
which  must  be  kept  indoors  or  closely  yarded  the  pipe  system  is  preferable  when  operations  go 
beyond  the  number  of  chicks  which  can  be  handled  in  a  few  brooders. 

A  few  years  ago  a  favorite  style  of  brooder  house  arrangement  was  to  build  one  end  of  the 
house  for  nursery  brooders — these  being  Individual  brooders — for  the  youngest  chicks  and  U6e 
the  pipe  system  in  the  other  end.  A  bank  of  pipes  extended  along  the  north  wall  of  the  nursery 
supplementing  the  heat  of  the  individual  brooders.  This  arrangement  was  devised  because  of 
the  general  difficulty  in  keeping  youngest  chicks  under  pipes  warm  through  cold  nights.  Of 
late  years  it  has  been  discovered  that  merely  using  a  heater  of  sufficient  capacity  makes  it  pos- 
sible to  maintain  the  heat  under  the  pipes. 

The  real  trouble  here,  as  so  many  places  in  poultry  keeping,  was  false  conomy,  the  desire  to 
keep  close  to  the  limit.  Poultrymen  put  more  chicks  than  they  should  in  a  brooder,  then  tried 
to  keep  the  brooder  warm  through  extreme  cold  weather  with  a  beater  only  equal  to  heating  It 
in  ordinary  cold  weather.  They  have  learned  now  that  it  is  easier  and  cheaper  to  use  a  heater 
that  will  do  the  ordinary  work  required  of  it  without  working  near  up  to  its  capacity  than  to 
try  to  get  the  results  by  overworking  a  smaller  heater. 

In  designs  for  continuous  brooder  houses,  there  has  been  variety  without  end.  Almost 
every  model  of  a  continuous  laying  house,  except  the  scratching  shed  and  full  monitor  top 
plans,  I  have  seen  in  brooder  houses  —  and  these  may  have  been  used.  The  prevailing  style, 
however,  is  the  plain  long  house  with  double  pitched  roof,  and  the  types  of  this  style  of  house 


do  not  vary  strikingly  In  appearance  or  construction.  Some  are  full  height  (about  C  ft.)  at 
the  sides.  Others  are  built  lower,  the  front  wall  being  not  more  than  three  and  a  half  to  four 
feet  high,  and  the  rear  wall  a  foot  or  so  high.   In  such  a  house  the  walk  is  excavated  to  a 

sufficient  depth  to  give  

plenty  of  head  room  over 
it,  while  the  rest  of  the 
bouse  has  a  floor  only  a  little 
higher  than  ground  outside. 

The  object  in  building  the 
house  low  is  not  so  much 
to  save  cost  as  to  conserve 
heat,  the  low  building  being 
more  easily  kept  warm  than 
the  higher  one.  Whether 
there  is,  on  the  whole,  any 
real  economy  in  saving  heat 
in  this  way  seems  doubtful. 
From  what  I  have  seen  of 
the  low  and  the  full  height 
houses  iu  operation,  I  con- 
sider the  latter  the  better 
plan.  There  are  several 
reasons  for  this : 

1. 


Partition  Between  Pens  and  Passage  in  Lone  Oak  Farm  Brooder  House. 
This  partition  consists  ot  two  light  frames  covered  with  inch  mesli 
poultry  wire,  and  hung  on  hiuges. 
The  house  heats  up  too  much  on  warm  winter  days,  and  becomes  uncom- 
fortable early  in  the  season. 

2.  —  It  is  an  inconvenient  house  to  work  in  as  soon  as  you  have  to  get  out  of 
the  walk. 

3.  —  It  cannot  be  well  adapted  to  other  uses. 

These  reasons  will  seem  strong,  or'not  according  as  those  who  consider  them  look  at  the 
points  involved.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  low  roofed  house  fails  to  meet  several  conditions 
which  may  have  to  be  considered  in  operation,  while  with  heaters  of  ample  capacity  the 
advantage  of  reducing  the  proportion  of  cubic  to  floor  space  is  not  of  such  importance  as 
when  the  smallest  possible  heater  is  used. 

Further,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  it  may  become  desirable  to  change  the  lines  on  which  a 
business  is  done,  it  is  good  policy  to  use  buildings  adaptable  to  any  line  whenever  it  is  prac- 
ticable to  do  so. 

Next  Feeding  Lesson. 

In  the  next  lesson  1  will  explain  as  plainly  as  possible  the  terms  and  theory  of  so-called 
scientific,  feeding,  and  show  why  the  poultry  man  rarely  needs  to  give  any  attention  to  it. 

Scientific  feeding,  as  generally  exploited  in  poultry  papers  and  books,  is  a  delusion  and  a 
snare.  What  the  poultry  keeper  needs  to  learn  is  to  make  simple  combinations  of  articles 
available  for  poultry  food,  and  to  feed  these  with  judgment.  In  the  next  lesson  I  will  try  to 
make  this  all  clear. 

Following  that  we  will  have  a  lesson  on  poultry  fixtures,  and  the  furnishing  and  interior 
arrangements  of  poultry  houses,  and  a  lesson  on  poultry  yards  and  fences. 
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Ground  Plan  and  Cross  Section  —  Brooder  House  at  Lone  Oak  Poultry  Farm. 
This  boose  is  only  3  It.  high  at  the  plate  on  south  (front)  side,  and  5  ft.  from  the  level  of  the  pen  floors  to  the  apex  of  the  roof.    The  floor  of  the  passage  in  the  rear  of  the  pens  is  excavate<l  to  a  depth  of  2  ft. 
The  width  of  the  house  is  14  ft.,  the  length  of  each  pen  being  10  ft.,  and  the  Inside  width  of  the  walk  3  ft.  9  in.  Each  pen  is  5  ft.  wide,  and  is  lighted  by  a  half  window  («  lights,  9  x  12)  in  the  middle  of  the  front  of 
the  pen. 

To  support  the  roof  ami  carry  the  partitions  between  the  pens  there  are  two  upright  pieces  of  2  x  3  scantling  for  each  partition;  one  at  the  passage,  going  from  the  floor  or  the  passage  to  the  apex  of  the  roof, and 
one  a  little  forward  of  the  middle  of  the  house,  which  goes  from  the  floor  of  the  pens  to  the  roof.  Partitions  between  pens  are  of  solid  hoards  2  ft.  high.  The  8  in.  board  cxteuding  from  the  passage  half  way  forward 
is  not  a  part  of  partition,  hut  a  board  used  to  put  across  pens  to  keep  smalt  chicks  close  to  the  hover. 

The  Natural  Methods  In  Artificial  Incubation 


CAN  we"  speak  of  a  "natural  method  of  incubation  " 
when  incubators  are  used?  I  was  much  interested 
in  Mr.  French's  article,  for  it  tells  many  truths  that 
have  sometimes  been  considered  "  more  true  than 

tellable." 

I  have  been  experimenting  with  a  machine  this  spring  and 
summer  that  seems  to  approach  at  least  the  natural  method 
more  than  any  with  which  I  am  familiar.  I  will  not  mention 
names,  as  that  is  not  considered  "ethical"  in  some  quarters. 
The  whole  bottom  of  this  machine  is  a  big  wire  basket.  The 
eggs  rest  on  one  or  more  thicknesses  of  flannel,  which  can  be 
reduced  to  meet  the  outside  temperature,  thus  enabling  one  to 
hatch  in  hot  weather  without  the  fear  that  there  will  be  over- 
heating, or  a  poor  supply  of  air.  When  you  can  put  your 
fingers  up  through  the  meshes  of  the  tray,  and  touch  the  eggs 
it  certainly  gives  one  the  impression  that  they  are  batching 
pretty  nearly  out  of  doors.  One  of  the  essentials  mentioned 
by  Mr.  French  is  "a  constant  supply  of  fresh,  absolutely  pure 
sir." 

The  excursion  of  the  damper  in  this  machine  is  so  great, 
and  the  flues  are  so  arranged  that  when  the  animal  beat  rises, 
and  the  damper  lifts  off,  the  surplus  heat  passes  out  through 
the  exhaust  just  in  proportion  as  the  fresh  air  is  taken  in 
through  the  flannel  blanket  at  the  bottom.  On  no  other  theory 
can  I  explain  the  fact  that  I  am  able  to  run  this  machine  above 
ground  during  the  hot  days  of  this  summer  without  having  the 
temperature  rise  in  the  machine  all  through  the  hatch,  and 
not  touching  the  regulator  from  start  to  finish.  The  machine 
mu-l  take  in  cool  pure  air  somewhere,  and  presumably  through 
trie  open  bottom  to  neutralize  the  animal  best,    I  fouve  ju>t 


turned  out  in  July  seventy-nine  chicks  from  ninety-eight 
fertile  eggs,  so  there  certainly  was  a  good  deal  of  animal  heat 
somewhere. 

Two  thermometers  were  placed  two  inches  from  the  wall  of 
the  machine,  one  of  them  opposite  the  side  from  the  heater, 
and  the  other  close  to  the  heater  side.  Tbey  both  registered 
107°  two  Inches  above  the  level  of  the  bulb  of  the  thermometer 
that  runs  the  machine.  Directly  under  the  heat  deflector  at 
the  top  I  found  110°.  The  thermometer  that  runs  the  machine 
was  at  103£°,  as  I  was  running  it  all  through  at  that  tempera- 
ture. Underneath  the  eggs  it  was  9S°.  Sow  is  there  really 
any  objection  to  radiate  heat  from  above  coming  from  a  place 
of  higher  temperature?  A  stove  at  the  end  of  a  hall  may  be 
red  hot,  but  it  may  not  warm  me  enough  If  I  stand  at  the 
further  end  of  the  hall.  The  temperature  under  a  hen's  win;; 
is  106°  to  108°,  but  of  course  that  is  not  radiated  heat.  Mr. 
French  says  that  one  of  the  essentials  is  a  temperature  of  102°. 
Now  is  that  point  fully  settled?  It  may  be  that  this  machine 
solves  some  of  the  problems  that  are  doubtful.  In  a  personal 
letter  from  the  maker  be  says,  "  More  people  run  heat  too  low 
Ihan  too  high.  We  find  that  our  strongest  chicks  come  front 
a  temperature  of  about  106°  the  last  week."  Now  wouldn't 
I  bat  be  considered  heresy  in  speaking  of  most  if  not  all  the 
machines  that  have  been  on  the  market  up  to  this  present 
season? 

.Mr.  French  speaks  of  the  enormous  difference  in  tempera- 
ture between  the  egg  chamber  and  the  nursery.  That  is  one 
of  the  things  that  are  more  true  than  tellable,  ami  I  am  glad 
that  someone  has  the  courage  to  tell  it. 

We  have  I'ffn  filiiraifil  bv  Uiemskfr*  of  machines  to  iielleve 


in  the  advantages  of  a  nursery.  I  never  thought  that  I  would 
run  a  machine  without  a  nursery  before,  until  I  ran  this  one, 
and  noted  that  if  I  did  not  let  previous  theories  bother  me  at 
all  the  chicks  would  be  all  right.  They  seemed  to  enjoy  them- 
selves, and  the  eggs  hatched  just  as  well.  In  fact  I  did  not 
miss  the  nursery  at  all,  and  I  knew  that  the  chicks  were  not 
chilled.  Is  not  this  more  like  natural  methods  than  with  the 
nursery?  It  seems  to  me  that  it  disputes  the  statement  that 
"there  is  not  one  Incubator  manufacturer  today  that  copies  the 
natural  method  in  any  essential  point." 

There  was  one  point  not  mentioned  by  Mr.  French,  and  that 
is  that  a  wooden  machine,  after  being  run  several  seasons,  will 
absorb  odors,  and  the  air  be  Impure.  You  can  demonstrate 
this  by  putting  your  nose  into  your  machine  when  yon  beat  it 
up  next  season.  This  machine  is  made  of  metal,  and  you 
could  run  it  indefinitely  without  any  odors  being  manifest.  In 
fact  you  could  turn  it  upside  down  and  pour  a  bucket  of  cor- 
rosive sublimate,  or  other  disinfectant  through  it,  and  dry  it 
out  and  start  up  your  hatch.  Just  as  soon  as  a  hatch  comes  ofl 
I  throw  out  the  flannel  blanket,  put  in  another  one.  and  siart 
immediately  with  a  clean  machine.  It  seems  to  me  that  this  is 
a  bit  ahead  of  natural  methods,  for  a  ben's  nest  cannot  be  said 
lo  be  free  from  objectionable  odors. 

All  this  indicates  that  progress  is  being  made  in  artificial 
incubation,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  more  has  been  made  the 
last  year  than  in  the  previous  five.  Incubators  are  not  jet 
"  fool  proof,"  but  tbev  are  getting  pretty  nearly  to  that 
point. 

Pr,  H,  T.  Nor  r AGE, 

GOrbt'iii  Mttss, 
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Unsupplied    Demands    for  Poultry. 

A GOOD  many  rears  ago  the  writer,  looking  over  a  market  garden  saw  In  cultivation 
there  a  vegetable  he  had  never  seeu  before,  and  asked  the  gardener  what  it  was. 
The  name  has  long  since  been  forgotten,  but  the  name  make9  no  difference  here,  nor 
does  the  fact  that  the  gardener  knew  little  of  its  use. 
Said  he,  "  I  have  on  a  part  of  my  route  a  number  of  good  customers  of  foreign  birth  who 
u»e  this.  I  grow  it  to  accommodate  them.  My  business  is  to  give  people  what  they  want. 
The  demand  for  this  is  small.  If  1  consider  it  only  with  reference  to  what  I  make  on  the 
ground  1  use  for  this  vegetable  as  compared  with  an  equal  space  in  some  other  crops,  I  would 
find  it  more  profitable  to  grow  something  else  in  its  place.  But  by  supplying  the  customers 
who  want  this  with  what  they  want  of  it,  I  hold  their  trade  for  all  vegetables,  while  if  I  refused 
to  grow  this  for  them  on  the  ground  that  I  could  use  my  land  to  better  advantage,  someone  else 
would  grow  it  for  them,  and  I  would  lose  a  good  line  of  customers." 

There  is  no  situation  at  present  in  poultry  matters  just  parallel  to  this,  but  the  principle  will 
apply  in  many  ways,  and  conspicuously  in  one  matter  where  it  appears  to  us  of  much  greater 
importance  than  in  the  case  mentioned  in  the  illustration  above. 

There  is,  and  has  been  for  many  years,  a  demand  for  partly  grown  chickens  of  all  ages  and 
qualities.  There  is  practically  no  purchasable  supply  of  such  chickens  —  except  that  within  a 
few  years  a  few  concerns  have  built  up  quite  a  large  trade  in  new  hatched  chicks. 

Yet  there  is  no  valid  reason  why,  if  the  growing  of  poultry  generally  was  carried  on  with  an 
intelligent  provision  for  all  demands  for  poultry,  there  should  not  be  liberal  supplies  to  meet 
this  demand.  Not  everyone  growing  poultry  should  make  a  specialty  of  producing  chicks  for 
this  demand,  but  the  trade  in  such  chicks  would  develop  very  quickly  if  growers  who  hatch 
more  chickens  than  they  can  use  of  quality  presumed  to  lie  too  good  for  mere  market  purposes 
would  make  a  practice  of  disposing  of  all  they  are  not  able  to  handle  to  advantage  while 
immature. 

What  seems  mostly  to  prevent  this  now  is  that  most  growers  having  hatched  chicks  of  good 
stock  and  brought  them  safely  past  the  "danger  period"  of  the  first  few  weeks  are  unwilling  to 
sell  while  the  quality  of  the  individual  chicks  is  still  undetermined.  They  fear  that  in  selling 
chicks  "as  they  come"  they  may  let  some  of  their  best  go  at  too  low  prices. 

Now,  if  one  can  hold  and  handle  to  advantage  all  the  chicks  he  hatched,  that  reason  for  hold- 
ing them  all  is  good.  But  if,  as  is  very  generally  the  case,  holding  all  chicks  means  overcrowd- 
ing, and  sometimes  short  feeding  because  of  the  expense  of  carrying  a  large  unproductive 
stock,  it  certainly  is  belter  to  sell  the  surplus  and  give  those  that  remain  the  best  possible  chance. 
If  this  policy  were  generally  adopted  there  would  be  at  once  ready  for  the  demand  for  growing 
chicks  quite  a  large  supply. 

If  poultrymen  in  a  position  to  partly  grow  many  more  chickens  than  they  need  and  now  grow 
would  see  what  they  could  do  toward  supplying  the  demand  under  discussion  the  supply  would 
be  further  aud  verv  considerably  increased. 

Hens  With  Spurs. 

IT  IS  very  amusing  to  find  in  a  contemporary  a  well  known  authority  on  poultry  matters 
interested  in  the  discovery  of  two  Leghorn  hens,  in  a  yard  he  visited,  with  well  developed 
spurs,  and  eager  to  have  the  owner  watch  them  closely  to  discover  whether  they  lay. 
One  can't  help  thinking  this  is  an  illustration  of  "eyes  have  they,  but  they  see  not." 
liens  with  spurs  are  comparatively  common.  Spurs  are  most  frequently  developed  on  hen9 
several  years  old  aud  upwards,  but  we  had  some  years  ago  a  Buff  Leghorn  pullet  that  grew  a 
good  pair  of  spurs  before  she  began  to  lay  at  all,  aud  this  hen  was  both  a  good  layer  and  a 
good  breeder. 

From  the  frequency  with  which  spurs  occur  in  the  hens  in  some  stocks,  we  think  it  probable 
that  the  tendency  to  grow  them  is  in  the  blood.  The  old  flocks  of  mongrel  hens  with  which  the 
writer  was  familiar  when  a  boy  often  contained  a  large  proportion  of  spurred  bens.  In  some 
families  of  Pit  Games  the  hens  are  quite  generally  spurred,  and  it  is  not  improbable  that  the 
most  of  the  hens  that  have  spurs  derive  them  from  Game  blood.  The  writer  has  had  a  good 
many  spurred  hens  in  mongrel  and  Leghorn  stock,  and  occasionally  one  in  Plymouth  Bocks, 
and  some  of  them  were  exceptionally  good  layers.  It  was  when  they  were  wanted  for  sitters 
that  the  spurs  seemed  out  of  place. 

It  should  be  said  that  in  most  bens  with  spurs  this  development  of  a  characteristic  of  the 
other  sex  is  not  accompanied  by  any  deviation  from  the  general  feminine  appearance  of  the 
bird.  Their  case  is  quite  different  from  cases  where  the  whole  structure  of  the  bird  becomes 
more  masculine  in  appearance. 

The  Department  of  Agriculture. 

THE  grave  scandals  recently  brought  to  light  in  connection  with  the  statistical  work  of 
the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  reveal  in  one  spot  a  condition  which 
probably  extends  much  further. 
For  years  it  has  been  asserted  by  persons  well  Informed  about  the  matters  involved 
that  much  of  the  statistical  work  of  this  department  was  either  carelessly  or  incompetently  or 
dishonestly  done. 

The  general  public,  however,  is  very  slow  to  entertain  suspicions  against  public  officials,  and 
the  average  man  has  a  faith  in  "  official  "  figures  and  statements  out  of  all  proportion  to  their 
value,  and  a  faith  that  is  hard  to  shake.  The  public  wants  proof  of  specific  errors  and  wrong 
doing,  and  such  proof  it  is  generally  hard  for  those  outside  the  departments  to  get.  Equally 
haul  is  it  to  induce  the  responsible  heads  of  departments  to  make  investigations.  We  think 
we  are  correct  in  saving  that  in  no  instance,  at  least  in  recent  years,  has  any  such  investigation 
been  made  except  after  a  strong  demand  for  it  from  outside.  From  which  fact  we  are  led  to 
c  onclude  that  some  high  officials  are  either  very  ignorant  of  the  workings  of  their  departments, 
or  more  anxious  to  "  keep  the  lid  on"  than  to  fulfill  the  obligations  to  the  people  which  rest 
upon  them. 

Every  good  citizen  is  interested  in  having  the  statistical  work  of  this  and  every  other  depart- 
ment doing  such  work  accurate  and  honest.  Every  good  citizen  also  should  be  interested  in 
having  the  departments  economically  administered.  Everyman  interested  in  any  special  line 
of  work  wants  "  government "  interest  in  that  work  to  be  of  actual  value  to  it,  and  in  keepiug 
with  t';e  dignity  of  "  government." 

li  i<  because  the  United  Slates  Department  of  Agriculture,  in  what  it  has  assumed  to  do 
for  poultry  interests,  and  in  the  expressions  of  interest  in  poultry  matters  that  have  emanated 
from  high  officials  in  the  department,  has  never  measured  up  to  its  opportunities,  or  even 
showed  a  respectable  degree  of  appreciation  of  poultry  conditions,  that  we  have  for  years  felt 
that  the  present  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  his  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry,  and 
various  lesser  lights  in  the  department  were  very  had  misfits  in  it. 

When  the  secretary-abas  been  moved  to  mention  poultry  matters  in  a  public  utterance — which 
happily  was  not  o'ten  —  he  has  generally  made  himself  ridiculous  in  the  eyes  of  people  familiar 
wii h  the  matters  of  which  he  spoke ;  and,  worse  than  this,  has  generally  thereby  contributed 
to  the  always  excessive  supply  of  erroneous  ideas  about  poultry  matters  extant  among  the 
people.  Early  iu  his  incumbency  of  the  office  he  began  to  call  attention  to  the  enormous  impor- 
tations of  eggs,  and  to  urge  the  farmers  of  the  country  to  keep  more  poultry.  In  fact,  he  may 
properly  be  said  to  have  scolded  the  farmers  roundly  for  allowiug  a  condition  so  derogatory  to 
them  to  exist. 


Now  the  farmers  of  this  country  generally  need  to  be  urged  to  give  more  attention  to  poultry 
keeping,  and  good  reasons  for  doing  this  may  be  given  them,  but  the  secretarj's  reason  was 
not  good,  for  our  importations  of  eggs  were  insignificant,  the  entire  imports  for  a  year  being 
not  more  than  a  few  days'  receipts  at  New  York.  The  fact  was,  and  still  is,  that  neither  our 
imports  nor  exports  of  eggs  have  any  special  significance.  The  utterance  showed  the  secretary 
of  agriculture  not  qualified  for  serious  discussion  of  that  phase  of  poultry  interests.  Subse- 
quent utterances  about  poultry  culture  have  not  tended  to  increase  the  respect  of  poultrymen 
for  his  attainments. 

The  "work"  of  the  department  of  agriculture  for  poultry  interests  has  consisted  almost 
exclusively  in  the  issue  of  bulletins  on  poultry  keeping  for  general  distribution.  The  first  of 
these  became  notorious  because  of  the  considerable  plagiarisms  contained  in  illustrations,  and, 
to  some  extent,  in  the  text.  In  later  bulletins  this  feature  has  been  avoided,  but,  on  the  whole, 
they  have  added  nothing  to  poultry  literature,  belug  for  the  most  part  mere  rehashes  of  matter 
already  in  —  and  some  long  out  of  —  circulation.  In  short,  in  its  work  of  this  character  the 
department  has  simply  been  doing  something  poultry  and  agricultural  papers  have  done  very 
much  better. 

When  the  bulletins  appeared  and  began  to  receive  the  criticism  and  sometimes  the  ridicule 
they  deserved,  those  responsible  for  them  alleged  that  the  real  motive  for  opposition  to  them 
was  that  this  free  circulation  by  the  government  of  valuable  information  hurt  the  sale  of  books 
and  papers  in  which  the  critics  were  interested.  Apparently  those  who  could  take  pride  in 
sending  out  such  bulletins  as  the  most  of  those  on  poultry  issued  by  this  department  could  not 
understand  how  others  might  feel  about  government  "work"  of  this  class,  being  away  below 
private  standards. 

However,  the  Department  of  Agriculture  has  done  little  more  than  this  for  poultrymen.  It 
has  dabbled  a  very  little  in  the  investigation  of  poultry  diseases,  but  with  no  serious  interest. 

We  have  had  reasons  besides  the  reason  from  incompetence  and  inefficiency  in  the  matters 
upon  which  we  were  iu  some  degree  competent  to  judge,  for  supposing  that  in  many  other  lines 
the  mucli  advertised  activities  of  this  department  were  equally  abortive  and  ineffective,  what 
little  good  work  was  done  not  being  sufficient  to  justify  the  department  as  maintained.  It 
needs  a  shaking  up  and  a  reorganization.  There  is  too  much  politics  in  it  at  present.  Too 
many  men  iu  it  hold  their  places  by  grace  of  activity  in  political  campaigns. 


Wanted  —  A    Poultry    House    Plan    That    Will    Give  Universal 

Satisfaction. 

THE  American  Fancier  thinks  not  enough  attention  has  been  given  the  problem  of 
housing  large  flocks  economically,  and  suggests  that  the  state  or  the  national  govern- 
ment might  well  offer  rewards  "  to  those  who  would  solve  the  problem  of  building 
a  poultry  house  suitable  to  all  conditions  and  all  climates  of  this  vast  country  during 
the  winter  months." 

This  will  do  for  a  hot  weather  suggestion,  but  must  not  be  taken  too  seriously.  Indeed,  if 
the  editor  of  the  Fancier  had  stopped  with  the  statement  quoted,  we  would  suppose  he  did 
not  mean  it  seriously,  but  the  remarks  that  follow  it  seem  to  have  been  made  in  all  seriousness. 
Says  he  :— 

"  Two  very  important  features  in  this  house  would  be  a  perfectly  dry  interior  that  would 
be  sufficiently  warm  without  artificial  heal  to  keep  the  poultry  comfortable  all  winter.  *  *  * 
That  which  is  needed  is  a  house  so  constructed,  with  double  or  triple  walls  that  will  lie  non- 
conductors of  heat  or  cold  ;  these  would  keep  the  cold  out,  and  the  warmth  within.  And  if  so 
constructed  that  the  influence  of  cold  cannot  change  the  warm  interior  this  might  settle  the 
problem  ;  but,  so  far,  we  must  all  admit  that  there  has  not  been  a  plan  presented  for  a  poultry 
house  that  would  overcome  all  these  defects,  that  could  be  built,  and  poultry  kept  at  a  profit. 
Many  such  houses  have  been  made,  but  at  such  an  expense  that,  of  necessity,  none  but  the  rich 
could  have  them,  and  when  the' cost  of  the  same  is  calculated,  it  would  be  very  difficult  indeed 
to  make  a  profit  from  keeping  hens  in  such  expensive  houses.'-' 

The  writer  is,  and  has  been  for  many  years,  somewhat  interested  in  the  construction  of  poul- 
try houses.  His  study  of  the  subject  convinced  him  some  years  ago  that  such  houses  as  are 
described  above,  and  the  efforts  made  to  secure  in  them  the  conditions  they  were  designed  to 
create,  were  neither  good  for  the  fowls  nor — wholly  disregarding  the  item  of  cost — economical 
to  use. 

It  cannot  be  shown  that  the  results  in  such  houses  are  enough  better  to  warrant  the  cost  of 
building  and  of  operating  them.  Indeed,  it  is  very  doubtful  whether  it  can  be  shown  that 
results  in  such  houses  are,  on  the  whole,  as  good  as  in  buildings  in  which  the  fowls  are  merely 
sheltered.  To  preserve  in  such  a  building  any  desired  degree  of  temperature,  and  at  the  same 
time  admit  a  constant  supply  of  air,  is  practically  impossible.  When  we  can  keep  our  dwell- 
ing houses  warm  and  well  ventilated  w  ithout  fires  we  can  get  the  conditions  specified  above  in 
our  poultry  houses.  Until  then  it  is  wiser  to  build  poultry  bouses  which  give  pure  air  in 
abundance,  and  are  free  from  dampness,  anil  not  worry  overmuch  about  the  fowls  not  being 
comfortable  in  tbem.  Iu  such  a  house  we  most  nearly  approach  the  design  appropriate  to  all 
climates. 

Renting  of  Farm  Land  By  Poultry  Keepers. 

UNDER  the  above  beading  an  English  exchange  has  an  interesting  reprint  of  an  article 
by  Mr.  Edward  Brown  in  the  Journal  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture. 
After  telling  of  the  demand  for  small  farms  for  poultry  keeping  and  other  occupa- 
tions requiring  similar  land  facilities,  he  continues : — 
"  The  main  difficulty  is  that  the  greater  part  of  the  land  is  already  occupied.  One  method  of 
meeting  the  demand  for  land  without  interfering  with  those  who  are  already  in  occupation, 
more  especially  in  respect  to  poultry  keeping,  is  being  adopted  to  an  increasing  extent  in  vari- 
ous parts  of  the  north  of  England,  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  manufacturing  villages  of  Lanca- 
shire and  Yorkshire.  There  seems,  however,  to  be  no  reason  why  the  system  should  not  be 
extended  to  all  parts  of  the  country." 

The  rest  of  Mr.  Brown's  article  we  give  on  another  page.  It  makes  interesting  reading.  The 
system  is  good  and  might  well  become  general  in  this  country  as  well  as  in  England. 

Something  of  the  kind  is  done  in  the  colony  poultry  keeping  section  of  Rhode  Island,  where 
occasionally  the  poultry  privileges  of  the  farm  are  rented,  sometimes  with  buildings  that  have 
been  used  by  the  owner  of  the  farm,  sometimes  the  renter  furnishing  his  own  buildings. 

Somewhat  similar  in  effect  is  the  arrangement  sometimes  found  whereby  one  member  of  a 
farmer's  family  conducts  the  poultry  business  of  the  farm  on  his  own  account,  independent  of 
though  occupying  the  same  land  as  the  other  operations  on  the  farm. 

But  what  has  for  some  years  seemed  to  us  the  best  opportunity  is  on  the  farms  of  the  "sum- 
mer people"  in  New  England.  For  the  information  of  any  who  may  not  be  familiar  with  that 
term  and  with  the  conditions  it  indicates  we  may  say  that  a  great  many  New  England  farms 
have  passed  into  the  hands  of  well  to  do  and  wealthy  city  people  who  occupy  them  only  for  a 
few  months  in  summer.  Not  all  of  these  farms  are  well  cared  for  by  their  new  owners.  Some 
are  neglected  except  for  a  small  area  near  the  dwelling.  But  many  have  been  at  some  expense 
laid  down  to  grass,  and  the  mowing  and  meadow  lands  of  such  farms  offer  the  finest  possible 
opportunity  for  poultry  keeping  on  the  basis  described  in  Mr.  Brown's  article. 
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W  hile  Leghorn  Chickens  in  Com  Field  at  H.  J.  Blanchcrd's  Fainiew  Farm.  Grolon,  N.  Y. 


A  Typical  Would=be  Poultryman. 


EDITOR  FARM  Poultry  : — I  desire  lo 
embark  in  the  poultry  business,  but 
know  absolutely  nothing  about  it.  and 
a»k  your  judgment  and  advice  before 
undertaking  it. 

I  have  a  piece  of  land  containing  twelve 
acres  about  four  miles  from  Mobile.  The 
quality  of  the  laud  Is  medium,  well  watered, 
t.!igbtly  rolling,  and  dotted  with  some  dozen 
very  large  oak  shade  trees.  The  climate  is 
warm  and  dry. 

Our  egg  market  runs  from  20c.  ®  40c.  per 
dozen.  Broilers  are  in  demand  the  year 
round  at  25c.  <8>40<-.  each.  The  market  is 
always  open,  M  Mobile  has  about  4.300  people. 
The  cost  to  deliver  to  market  will  be  nothing, 
a*  it  is  only  an  hour's  drive,  and  I  have  tele- 
phone connection  to  all  parts  of  the  cliy. 
Ordinary  food  for  the  chickens  can  be  bought 
as  cheaply  here  as  in  any  part  of  the  United 
States. 

We  wish  to  know  about  how  many  laying 
hens  and  how  many  broilers  could  be  raised 
en  this  size  lot,  and  whether  you  think  live 
interest  with  enough  capiial  would  make  it 
profitable,  and  if  so,  what  would  be  an 
approximate  average. 

What  kind  of  stock,  and  what  literature 
would  you  advise,  and  where  can  same  be 
secured?  X.  X. 


This  is  one  of  many  limes  when  I  feel  that 
to  advise  a  man  inielligently — to  give  him  llie 
advice  he  needs  in  such  a  way  that  be  will 
appreciate  it,  I  ought  to  know  much  more 
a'lout  his  ideas  and  his  motive*.  Why  d»e< 
hede«ire  to  embark  in  t lie  poultry  business? 
Is  it  because  he  has  this  land,  wants  to  make 
It  productive,  and  has  heard  that  poultry 
keeping  is  easy  light  work,  and  very  profit - 
»'<!e?  IIis  he  had  any  experience  at  all  In 
farming,  gardening,  or  growing,  or  handling 
nock  of  any  kind  —  that  Is,  in  lines  where 
many  of  the  conditions  and  requirements 
p  irallel  those  of  poultry  keeping;?  Such  expe- 
rience—if it  made  him  skillful  in  any  of  those 
lines  —  is  of  great  value  to  the  beginner  in 
poultry  keeping,  saving  him  from  most  of  llie 
mi-takes  made  by  beginners  who  know  noth- 
ing of  any  of  these  lines. 

However,  lacking  the  full  expression  of  the 
thoughts  of  this  correspondent,  the  advice 
which  may  be  given  bim  with  some  assurance 
that  it  will  fit  bis  case  is  : — 

Don't  begin  poultry  keeping  as  a  business 
until  you  know  by  experience  what  you  can 
do  irltb  poultry.    Begin  first  In  a  small  way, 

To  say,  when 


with  a  few  lieDs  that  you  can  easily  care  for 
in  connection  with  other  occupation.  Or  if 
you  are  eager  to  acquire  information  more 
rapidly,  go  to  work  on  some  poultry  farm, 
and  keep  at  work  on  poultry  farms  until  you 
know  enough  about  the  business  to  make  your 
services  In  demand.  To  put  it  another  way, 
don't  put  your  ability  to  establish  anil  conduct 
a  poultry  business  to  the  proof  until  it  begins 
lo  attract  favorable  notice  from  men  whose 
judgment  is  good  on  such  matters. 

Wailing  for  outside  recognition  of  qualifi- 
cation as  a  poultryman,  is,  as  I  am  well 
aware,  not  at  all  to  the  taste  of  most  of  those 
who  want  to  go  into  poultry  keeping.  A 
man's  own  ideas  of  what  he  can  do  generally 
antedate  their  reflections  in  l lie  minds  of 
others  by  a  good  many  moons,  and  invariably 
he  thinks  that  he  sees  right,  and  the  others 
are  blind.  This  does  not  make  so  much  dif- 
ference to  the  man  most  interested  if  he  i-  not 
able  tostart  for  himself,  for  then  by  force  of 
circumstances  he  must  wait  for  his  oppor- 
tunity. But  if  be  has  laud,  some  capital,  and 
is  free  to  indulge  his  disposition  to  go  his  own 
way,  he  Is  almost  sure  to  begiu  poultry  keep- 
lug  on  a  considerable  scale  under  conditions 
that  make  it  almost  certain  that  his  capiial 
and  his  interest  in  the  business  will  be  used 
up  belore  the  lime  when — under  such  con- 
ditions—  he  might  reasonably  expect  to  be 
getting  a  fair  compensation  from  the  business. 

No  one  ought  lo  begin  on  a  business  scale 
until  he  has  worked  for  someone  doing  busi- 
ness with  poultry,  or  for  himself  as  an 
amateur  long  enough  to  know,  with  knowl- 
edge proved  in  practice  and  observation,  so 
much  about  the  business  that  he  does  not 
need  to  ask  elementary  questions. 

I  know  from  such  inow ledge  of  people 
going  into  the  poultry  business  l bat  one  of  the 
hardest  things  to  do  is  lo  per-uade  them  to 
wait  until  they  do  really  know  something 
about  it.  If  a  man  is  so  situated  that  he  can 
get  a  few  bens  and  keep  fowls  for  some  years 
in  a  small  way  with  the  idea  of  giving  more 
attention  to  them,  or  giving  all  his  time  to 
them  when  the  poultry  interests  by  natural 
growth  require  it,  there  is  some  hope  of  per- 
suading him  to  go  slow,  otherwise  he  will  in 
nearly  every  instance  start  in  his  own  way  nr 
on  the  advice  of  someone  who  will  encourage 
bint  to  go  ahead.  Mid  he  will  easily  find  such 
advice  if  he  looks  for  it.  A  good  many  do 
keep  going  until  they  rind  someone  reputed  to 
he  an  authority  on  such  matters  who  will 
indorse  their  plunge  into  poultry  keeping. 
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Measure  their  success 
by    the  success   of  users. 
Twenty  incubators  sold  first 
year;  20,000  sold  in  1903.  Went 
all  over  the  world.  AVinners 
of  385  first  prizes.    'Write  for 
our  Free  catalogue. 
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The  market  and  food  conditions  as  stated 
by  this  correspondent  may  or  may  not  be 
correct.  I  think  lie  is  probably  in  error  about 
the  cost  of  food  as  compared  with  "any  part" 
of  the  United  States.  While  not  posted  on 
prices  in  Alabama,  my  impression  is  tliat  there 
and  in  most  parts  of  the  south  grain  is  higher 
than  in  the  great  grain  growing  areas.  Most 
reports  from  correspondents  in  the  far  south 
indicate  a  range  of  prices  nearer  those  of  the 
eastern  cities,  with  poultry  products  not 
relatively  high  except  at  winter  resorts. 
When  starting  in  poultry  keeping  to  supply  a 
local  market  one  ought  to  know  pretty  well 
the  other  sources  of  supply  for  that  market, 
and  also  the  possibilities  and  prospects  of 
ch  mges  in  conditions  affecting  the  supply, 
especially  in  localities  where  there  is  not 
much  in  the  way  of  specializing  in  poultry; 
changes  in  conditions  may  spoil  a  business 
before  It  is  well  established.  Thus  suppose 
that  in  the  vicinity  of  Mobile  the  farmers 
within  a  few  years  give  so  much  more  altet  - 
lion  lo  poultry  that  local  market  conditions 
are  altogether  changed.  This  of  course  is  a 
risk  incident  to  many  kinds  of  business,  but 
there  are  places  in  which  such  a  change 
would  produce  little  or  no  effect,  while  there 
areolhers  where  the  effects  would  be  very 
discouraging.  The  farmers  of  Massachusetts, 
with  many  large  cities  and  tonus  depending 
mostly  on  the  west  for  supplies  of  poultry 
produce,  might  double  or  quadruple  llnir 
product  without  affecting  th.ise  doing  an 
exclusive  poultry  business;  but  in  a  section 
where  there  were  few  large  cities  or  where 
more  attention  was  given  to  farming  a  slight 
general  increase  of  the  produce  of  the  farms 
might  suffice  to  lake  all  Hie  profit  out  of  the 
business  for  the  local  poultryman. 

I  don't  say  these  things  to  unduly  discour- 
age anv  beginner  or  to  give  the  impression 
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SQUAB  CULTURE 


There  is  money  in  Squabs.   We  tell  jc  i 
1  how  to  get  it.  Our  book."Squnb  Culture,"  I 
Sent  free,  reveals  secrets  never  before  f 
told.     We  sell  thoroughbred,  guar-  i 
anteed,  mated  Homer*,  readv  to 
breed,  forCperpair.  Read  book.] 
\  get  posted.    Eastern  Squab  Co., 
32  Hawley  St.,  Boston^— 


Park's  Pedigree-Bred  R.  I,  Reds 


SINGLE   AND   ROSE  COMBS. 


Eggs  from  slock  pedigree-bred  for  years. 
83.00  i>er  Bitting;  of  15. 

-  \  risi  \<  1  IOH  1LWAYS. 
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"  Lightning  "  Whitewash 
Sprayer  No.28.  Whitewash 
your  poultry  houses  and 
stables.  Kills  lice  and  rer- 
niiu:easy  cooperate;  sprays 
whitewash  rapidly.  Impos- 
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ing trees,  washing  wagons, 
etc.  Double  action  pump. 
Will  spray  30  ft. high.  Has 
3l-f r.  Iieavy  hose,  extension 
rod  brass  nozzles,  steel  stir- 
rup, ball  valve*. —AH  Brass 
pump  $o.50:  Galvanized  Iron 
$2.50.  Cash  with  order.  Ex- 
press prepaid:  agents  want- 
ed. D.  B.  SMITH  A  CO- 
I'tica  N.  Y. 
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Unproductive  fowls  soon  eat  np  mora 
than  their  value,  nor  can  you  afford  to 
simply  let  them  forage  for  food  if  you* 
expect  them  to  pay.  Why  not  try  tmy 
scientific  method;  "he  \ta,  that's 
eture  to  pity  '•  It  costs  only  a  few  ccnta 
to  tind  out  by  actual  test  what  O.  If- 
Poultrv  Food  will  o  in  the  way  oC 
increasing  poultry  profits. 
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Pooltrv  Food  is  a  pure  conditioner 
which  aids  in  the  digestion  of  food  and 
the  formation  of  ess-making  material 
and  has  justly  earned  the  title  of  'The 
greatest  egg-maker  known.""  Cures 
Gapes.  Pip.  Roup.  Cholera.  Lec-Weak- 
ness.  and  prevents  disease.  Write  for 
free  circular — tells  experience  of  ot  hers. 
0.  K.  Stock  Food  Co..  424  Motion  Bidg. .Chicago 
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Farm-Poultry 
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that  In  poultry  keeping  more  than  In  anything 
else  one  must  be  sure  of  his  ground  before  he 
begins.  All  I  urge  on  those  who  would  begin 
is  that  they  apply  to  poultry  keeping  invest- 
ments as  much  caution  and  deliberation  as 
tbey  would  to  investments  in  a  line  with 
which  they  were  familiar,  or  would  urge  on 
anyone  not  familiar  with  such  a  line. 

Live  interest  and  capital  are  only  two  of  the 
factors  in  profitable  poultry  keeping.  The 
prime  factors  are  knowledge  and  experience. 
Without  them  the  interest  is  likely  (o  fail  and 
the  capital  be  frittered  away.   


For  literature  read  first  "Poultry-Craft" 
and  Farm-Poultry.  After  them  read  as 
much  as  your  inclination  demands,  applying 
always  to  what  you  read  the  conservative 
principles  and  views  given  in  'lie  book  and 
paper  mentioned.  There  is  a  great  deal  else 
that  is  good  in  poultry  literature.  There  is 
much,  perhaps,  that  to  many  is  more  attract- 
ive; but  what  the  beginner  needs  in  poultry 
literature  is  plain  statements  of  useful  facts, 
and  I  think  it  is  generally  agreed  that  in  these 
publications  be  gets  them. 


Bunch  of  While  Rock  Chicks  on  Farm  of  Springer  Bros.,  Bridgeton,  N.  J. 

Notice  guard  in  center. 

English  Wyandottes  of  Today. 


IT  HAS  appeared  strange  to  some  patriots 
that  a  breed  so  pronouncedly  American 
iu  type  and  name  should  have  become  so 
popular  in  this  country,  but  I  do  not 
think  many  of  us  who  admire  the  breed  have 
ever  stopped  to  take  its  nationality  into  con- 
sideration. It  is  enough  for  us  that  it  has 
merits  and  charms  far  above  the  ordinary, 
and  if  it  is  American  —  why,  so  much  the 
more  credit  for  America.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  however,  there  is  very  little  American 
about  British  Wyandottes  of  the  present  day. 
We  have  fixed  our  own  types,  and  gone  out- 
own  vvay,  and  it  is  only  the  origin  of  the  breed 
nowadays  that  is  American.  Even  the  name 
has  already  acquired  an  English  sound,  and 
few  would  connect  it  with  a  tribe  of  North 
American  Indians.  That  tribe,  I  am  afraid, 
has  long  ago  broken  and  scattered  before  the 
advent  of  eastern  civilization,  and  no  longer 
boasts  even  the  departing  glories  of  the  Sioux, 
Sarcees,  Crees,  and  Blackfeet  of  the  far  west, 
among  whom  I  once  lived  for  close  upon  five 
years.  But  not  even  the  famous  Mohawk 
race  will  ever  have  a  more  lasting  memorial 
than  the  Wyandottes  in  the  breed  of  poultry 
that  has  gone  to  all  corners  of  the  earth. 

I  think  everyone  connected  with  the  Wyan- 
dotte at  the  present  time  must  be  well  satis- 
fied with  its  status,  both  financially  and  popu- 
larly. I  will  not  add  as  regards  type,  for,  like 
most  other  breeds,  we  are  not  yet  familiar 
with  perfection.  Indeed,  I  believe  we  are  far 
better  off  as  we  are,  for  English  fanciers  are 
invariably  seen  to  better  advantage  in  striv- 
ing for  an  object  than  when  that  object  has 
become  an  actual  fact;  and  there  is  good 
reason  to  fear  that  that  attainment  of  perfec- 
tion marks  the  high  tide  of  a  breed's  popular- 
ity. Upon  this  argument  one  may  confidently 
predict  the  continued  prosperity  of  the  Wyan- 
dotte far  into  the  indefinite  future,  for  there  is 
such  a  wide  variety  and  combination  of  fea- 
tures about  it  that  there  can  be  nothing  fiuky 
in  the  breeding  of  a  good  one. 

Take  a  Silver  cock,  for  instance.  Possibly 
we  have  all  of  us  seen  a  bird  yrith  perfect 
shape  and  form,  another  with  what  we  con- 
sider perfect  breast  lacing,  another  with  per- 
fect top  yolor,  another  with  perfect  hackle 
and  saddle,  another  with  perfect  bars,  another 
with  perfect  lacing  on  fluff  and  thighs,  another 


with  perfect  comb,  and  so  on.  We  remember 
these  birds  for  the  high  development  of  one 
particular  [feature,  which,  in  itself,  we  con- 
sider an  achievement,  but  have  we  ever  seen  a 
bird  approaching  perfection  in  all  these  points? 
In  the  Gold  variety  many  people  think  it  will 
always  be  impossible  to  produce  a  good  shade 
of  ground  color  on  the  breast  without  the 
very  dark  tops  that  have  been  a  feature  of  the 
males  of  late.  This  may  be  going  rather  too 
far,  but  at  any  rate  it  proves  what  a  big 
future  there  is  still  before  the  breed  ere  it 
attains  the  perfection  that  stifles  all  ambition. 

The  theory  that  only  the  Gold  and  Silver 
varieties  should  be  considered  as  true  Wyan- 
dottes does  not  find  many  supporters,  for  I 
think  it  will  generally  be  admitted  'hat  the 
newer  varieties  have  done  some  service  in 
maintaining  and  furthering  the  popularity  of 
the  breed.  The  Wyandotte  is  exceeding  for- 
tunate in  that  its  prosperity  is  contributed  to 
by  five  varieties  which  are  among  the  most 
popular  and  most  profitable  of  the  day  — 
Silvers,  Golds,  Whites,  Partridges,  and  Silver 
Penciled,  and  more  fortunate  still  in  having 
a  united  fancy,  well  supported  by  specialist 
clubs,  some  of  them  working  for  the  particu- 
lar interests  of  individual  varieties,  but  all 
bent  on  improving  the  collective  fortunes  of 
the  breed. 

It  has  been  said  of  Wyandotte  fanciers  that 
they  make  a  fad  of  one  point,  and  Deglect 
others,  and  that  of  all  the  characteristics 
shape  is  held  in  least  respect.  It  is  the  fault 
of  the  breed  in  having  so  many  complex 
points  if  fanciers  are  obliged  to  make  more 
of  one  than  of  others,  but  this  sort  of  thing 
happens  in  all  breeds,  and  will  continue  to  do 
so  until  human  nature  undergoes  a  startling 
transformation.  Shape  certainly  has  been 
neglected,  and  in  some  cases  to  a  remarkable 
degree,  but  it  lias  not  been  because  fanciers 


have  deliberately  ignored  it,  but  simply 
because  other  points  have  been  so  elusive  that 
it  has  been  a  case  of  breeding  a  poor  shaped 
bird  with  good  markings,  or  a  badly  marked 
bird  with  good  shape.  I  do  not  say  that  this 
excuse  can  be  advanced  in  every  ease,  but  it 
is  applicable  iu  a  good  many.  In  America 
they  make  much  of  shape.  A  true  Wyan- 
dotte judge  makes  it  his  first  objective ;  and, 
consequently,  the  type  throughout  the  classes 
is  better  in  that  respect.  In  England,  plenty 
of  all  round  judges  confuse  the  shape  of  the 
Wyandotte  with  that  of  the  Plymouth  Bock, 
and  even  among  the  specialists  he  would  be 
a  bold  man  who  put  shape  before  lacing  and 
color.  Who  shall  say  which  is  right,  the 
American  with  his  firm  belief  in  form,  or  the 
Englishman  with  his  preference  for  plumage? 
Both  are  striving  for  perfection,  though  by 
different  routes,  but  who  shall  say  which  will 
get  there  first? 

It  would  certainly  be  a  wise  move  to  make 
a  little  more  of  shape  than  has  been  the  case 
during  the  past  few  years,  for  there  is  always 
a  danger  of  the  rising  generation  forgetting 
that  it  ever  had  any  importance,  and  I  am 
looking  forward  with  interest  to  the  awarding 
Of  some  special  prizes  which  the  Partridge 
Wyandotte  Club  of  America,  have  given  to 
the  Partridge  Wyandotte  Club  of  'his  country 
for  the  purpose  of  rewarding  the  particular 
points  of  shape  ?nd  color.  Partridges  have 
made  such  rapid  advancement  lately  in 
regard  to  quality  that  it  will  be  interesting  to 
see  bow  near  to  these  special  awards  the  class 
winners  will  get.  I  should  like  to  see  this 
example  followed  with  the  other  varieties  by 
way  of  an  experiment.  If  it  did  nothing  else 
it  would  at  any  rate  enable  some  of  the  later 
devotees  of  the  Wyandotte  to  form  an  idea  of 
what  the  shape  should  be,  and  there  would 
thus  be  less  danger  of  the  point  being  entirely 
relegated  to  the  background. 

That  the  non-observance  of  shape  is  really 
the  result  of  difficult  breeding  is  borne  out 
by  the  fact  that  no  variety  fails  so  much  in 
this  respect  at  the  present  time  as  the  Blue 
Laced,  which,  it  will  be  admitted  by  all  who 
have  had  anything  to  do  with  it,  is  indeed  a 
puzzler  to  breed  to  type.  Some  of  the  hens 
look  like  mongrel  Indian  Game,  and  many  of 
the  cocks  resemble  Leghorns;  but  for  all  that 
I  think  breeders  deserve  very  great  credit  for 
having  achieved  such  excellent  results  in  color 
and  lacing  in  a  comparatively  short  time,  and 
having  done  so  much  we  may  trust  them  to 
rectify  errors  of  shape  in  good  time.  This 
course  might  not  appeal  to  the  American 
Wyandotte  fanciers,  but  it  is  our  way  of  get- 
ting at  the  goal,  and  it  may  prove  the  shortest 
cut  after  all. 

But  let  it  not  be  supposed  that  the  Blue 
Laced  is  the  only  variety  that  sins.  I  do  not 
even  defend  my  own  favorite  Partridge,  in 
which  variety  there  is  a  tendency  to  long 
backed  cockerels.  But  here  again  there  are 
other  points  to  receive  attention;  and  matters 
are  progressing  so  favorably  that  the  day 
when  shape  will  have  to  be  made  a  sine  qua 
non  cannot  be  much  longer  delayed.  We 
are  naturally  more  accustomed  to  look  for 
shape  in  the  White  variety,  because  there  are 
fewer  characteristics  to  breed  for.  But  even 
the  White  is  not  what  it  should  be,  and  going 
round  the  classes  at  a  show  like  the  Dairy, 
one  cannot  help  wondering  how  many  of  the 
birds  would  meet  with  the  approval  of  a 
strict  American  judge  of  type.  Silvers  and 
Gold,  it  must  be  admitted,  are  very  irregular, 
but  here  again  there  is  so  much  to  breed  for 
that  one  overlooks  the  Imperfections  of  form 
in  admiration  of  that  wonderful  coloring  or 
lacing.  Nothing  can  beat  our  English  Wyan- 
dottes in  point  of  plumage,  and  who  shall 
say  that  this  is  not  as  near  a  road  to  perfec- 
tion as  any  other?  At  any  rate,  the  craze 
for  shape  would  be  just  as  bad  as  the  craze 
for  feather,  and  a  mediocre  compromise 
betweeu  the  two  would  certainly  not  go  down. 
We  evidently  want  better  shape,  but  we  can- 
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Chemically  pure,  keeps  poultry  strong,  healthy  and 
in  good  lay  ins  condition.  Corrects  wrong  feeding.  Not 
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cannot  help  but  appreciate. 
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not  afford  to  sacrifice  what  we  have  gained 
to  acquire  it  all  at  once.  It  must  come  by 
degrees,  and  I  believe  a  few  specials,  such 
as  the  American  Partridge  fanciers  have  sent 
[to  their  English  colleagues,  will  do  more  than 
anything  else  to  get  in  the  thin  end  of  the 
wedge. 

There  has  been  such  a  rapid  advance  among 
the  newer  varieties  of  late  that  any  improve- 
ment in  the  Golds  and  Silvers  has  been  con- 
siderably overshadowed,  for  the  very  good 
reason  that  it  has  not  been  so  pronounced. 
I  should  not  like  to  say  that  Silver  cocks  are 
any  better  than  they  were  five  years  ago, 
and  I  imagine  real  good  ones  are  as  scarce 
today  as  they  have  ever  been.  Females  are 
better  favored,  and  during  the  past  two  or 
three  years  we  have  seen  a  few  that  have 
more  closely  approached  the  ideal  than  any- 
thing that  has  gone  before.  But  how  many 
of  them  are  shown  as  they  are  bred?  How 
many  of  them  are  exhibited  with  all  the 
feathers  nature  gave  them?  It  Is  easy  to 
fake  a  Silver  Wyandotte  pullet,  because  a 
feather  plucked  from  the  back  or  cushion  is 
seldom  missed,  and  if  it  does  leave  a  trace 
it  is  very  difficult  to  find.  Still,  it  is  carried 
too  far  occasionally,  and  when  we  see  a  bird 
with  a  dozen  feathers  where  there  would 
ordinarily  be  four  dozen,  one  cannot  help 
wondering  where  this  sort  of  thing  will  stop. 
Tossibly  the  improvement  in  Silver  pullets 
may  be  traced  to  the  growth  of  this  practice; 
certainly  we  should  see  very  few  clear  feath- 
ered birds  if  it  were  stopped. 

Gold  cocks  always  appeal  to  me  very 
stronglv,  and  it  must  be  admitted  that  there 
has  been  a  big  advance  in  breast  lacing  and 
ground  color.  The  rich  golden  bay  has, 
however,  only  been  secured  at  the  expense 
of  top  color,  and  if,  as  seems  likely,  still 
deeper  color  is  attempted  we  shall  have  to 
put  up  with  maroon  tops,  a  prospect  which 
Is  not  pleasant.   One  point  that  is  nowadays 


generally  ignored  in  the  Gold  variety  is  the 
hackle.  A  well  striped  hackle  is  the  excep- 
tion, and  not  the  rule,  and  unfortunately  it 
suggests  that  there  may  be  some  danger  of 
everything  being  sacrificed  to  color  and  lacing. 

White  varieties  always  have  limitations  as 
fanciers'  fowls,  though  there  is  considerably 
more  in  a  White  Wyandotte  than  many  cham- 
pions of  lacing  and  penciling  suppose.  In 
the  White  we  look  for  the  plain  ungarnished 
Wyandotte  type,  and  as  I  have  already  sug- 
gested, we  get  it  very  mixed.  A  few  specia 
prizes  for  shape  would  do  the  White  Wyan- 
dotte fancy  a  power  of  good.  Partridges 
have  gone  well  ahead,  and  1  do  not  think 
even  a  Cochin  could  beat  the  color  and 
striping  of  some  of  the  cocks,  though  we  want 
much  sounder  breasts  and  better  shape.  Hens 
are  beautiful,  bar  the  legs,  and  it  is  perhaps 
an  advantageous  trait  among  them  that  they 
are  seldom  at  their  best  in  their  first  season. 
Silver  Penciled  have  improved  beyond  recog- 
nition in  the  last  two  or  three  years,  and  the 
cocks  are  already  so  good  as  to  be  much  nearer 
perfection  than  some  of  the  older  varieties 
The  hens  are  still  somewhat  indefinite 
regards  penciling,  but  the  chief  difficulty 
promises  to  be  the  color. 

With  five  prosperous  sub-varieties  —  Golds, 
Sivers,  Whites,  Partridges,  aud  Silver  Pen- 
ciled —  the  Wyandotte  already  claims  a  big 
slice  of  the  fancy.  If,  as  is  quite  likely,  two 
other  varieties— Blue  Laced  and  Columbian  — 
achieve  the  popularity  that  is  predicted  for 
tuem,  the  breed  will  have  created  a  wonder 
ful  record.  There  are  still  the  Buff  and  Bufi 
Laced  to  account  for,  however,  and  there  i 
nothing  to  prevent  the  introduction  of  half 
a  dozen  more  novelties.  The  Wyandotte  fancy 
is  not  exclusive  by  any  means.  It  welcomes 
and  gives  a  fair  chance  to  anything  with 
claims  to  originality  or  usefulness,  so  long  as 
it  is  a  Wyandotte,  and  not  merely  something 
else  with  a  rose  comb  and  yellow  legs. — W.  M 
Ei.kington,  in  Poultry,  (Eng.) 


The  Editor's  Question  Box. 

In  this  department  the  editor  will  answer  miscellaneous  questions  on 
poultry  topics,  and  all  special  requests  for  his  personal  views  which  can 
be  answered  briefly.  Inquiries  will  be  answered  as  promptly  as  possible 
and  as  nearly  as  may  be  in  the  order  in  which  they  are  received. 


Portable  Poultry  House.  (H.  S.  W.  )  — 
"Have  you  seen  plans  of  a  practical  portable 
poultry  house— one  which  may  be  added  to  If 
desired?" 

Almost  any  building  of  wood,  if  not  much 
over  100  ^.  ft.  floor  area,  Is  portable  in  the 
sense  that  it  may  be  moved  entire  without 
much  difficulty.  Of  portable  houses  which 
are  built  in  sections  there  are  a  good  many  on 
the  market.  These  small  houses  do  not  gen- 
erally admit  of  extension  as  in  the  continuous 
house  plans,  but  may  be  enlarged  sometimes 
by  an  ingenious  poultryman.  I  gave  an  illus- 
tration in  the  paper  some  years  ago  of  how  at 
a  cost  of  about  five  dollars,  I  increased  the 
floor  space  In  a  building  6x8  more  than 
double,  and  a  good  many  similar  things  have 
been  published.  If  subscribers  who  have  any- 
thing of  the  kind  they  think  would  interest 
Mr.  W.  will  send  in  descriptions  we  ought  to 
have  some  very  interesting  ideas  on  the  sub- 
ject. 

Protrusion  From  Cockerel.  (W.  I.  S.) 
—"I  have  a  cockerel  hatched  May  25.  A  few 
days  ago  I  noticed  a  red  lump,  inflamed,  about 
the  size  of  the  top  of  a  small  finger  protruding 
from  the  vent.  Upon  examination  I  found  it 
quite  hard.  After  greasing  it  with  vaseline 
had  no  difficulty  in  forcing  back  inward,  but 
next  morning  it  was  protruding  again  and 
larger  and  not  so  round.  Today  I  noticed 
that  a  white,  milky  substance  is  discharged 
from  it,  there  being  a  small  opening  which 
was  not  noticeable  when  first  discovered.  The 
feathers  under  the  vent  are  much  soiled.  The 
cockerel  in  question  is  a  Barred  Rock,  and  I 
would  very  much  like  to  save  him  if  possible. 
Be-ides  others  may  be  interested.  Have  asked 
several  nearby  neighbors,  but  none  could  tell 
me  the  cause  or  prescribe  a  remedy." 
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Has  Mtaplrt  fine  mated  and  acclimated  breeding 
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This  is  apparently  a  case  of  protrusion 
the  bowel  due  to  a  part  of  the  bowel  being 
diseased.  The  bowel  is  probably  forced  out 
when  the  droppings  are  voided.  It  is  not 
profitable  to  treat  such  cases.  By  returning 
the  part  as  often  as  found  protruding  the 
trouble  might  pass  off,  but  it  is  more  likely 
that  the  cockerel  would  soon  die  of  blood 
poisoning.  Such  rough  treatment  as  the  aver- 
age poultryman  can  give  is  not  adapted  to 
such  cases  as  this. 

To  Keep  Crows  From  Stealing  Chick- 
ens. (A.  L.  M.)  —"Do  you  know  of  some 
good  way  to  keep  crows  from  stealing  chick- 
ens? " 

I  guess  the  only  way  is  to  kill  the  crows  or 
keep  the  chicks  under  wire  while  small. 

Marking  Exhibition  Chicks.  (E.  A. 
P.) — "Does  marking  chickens  hurt  them  any 
for  show  purposes?" 

I  presume  Mr.  P.  means  punch  marking  in 
the  web  of  the  foot.  This  makes  no  difference 
in  exhibiting  them.  Marking  by  cutting 
feathers  would  make  them  unfit  for  exhibi- 
tion. 

Color  of  White  Rock  Chicks.    (L.  C. 

A.) — "I  have  ten  White  Plymouth  Rock 
chicks  a  week  old,  and  while  they  came  from 
very  pretty  and  supposedly  pure  stock  not  one 
of  them  Is  entirely  clear  in  color;  there  are 
smutty  spots  on  all.  Is  it  impure  stock,  or 
will  the  chicks  lie  white?" 

The  chicks  should  come  white  when  they 
grow  their  feathers.  Smutty  chicks  are  very 
generally  found  from  nearly  all  While  Rock 
stock. 

Dry  Feed  for  Chicks.  (J.  L.  B.)  —  "  I 
am  somewhat  new  in  the  poultry  line,  and 
would  like  to  ask  what  you  can  recommend  as 
a  dry  food  for  chickens  and  ben,  so  that  the 
"mash"  will  not  be  necessary,  as  it  takes  a 
considerable  time,  and  no  little  care,  to  mix 
and  feed  the  mash  once  or  twice  daily." 

There  are  numerous  good  prepared  dry 


foods  for  chicks  on  the  market.  Almost  all 
dealers  in  poultry  supplies  carry  some  of  them 
in  stock.  Or  if  you  want  to  make  your  own 
mixture,  take  cracked  corn,  wheat,  bulled 
oats,  and  millet,  and  use  four  parts  corn,  two 
wheat,  one  oats,  and  one  millet.  If  you  can 
get  other  grains,  such  as  broken  rice,  add 
some  of  them.  The  proportions  do  not  make 
much  difference.  If  you  want  to  use  a  ground 
dry  mixture,  take  equal  parts  coarse  corn 
meal  and  bran,  and  add  eight  or  ten  per  cent 
fish  scrap. 

Hens  Losing  Feathers.  (J.  T.)  — "  My 
fowls  are  losing  the  feathers  on  the  head  and 
neck,  also  along  the  back.  The  skin  exposed 
is  very  red  and  dry  looking.  1  can  find  no 
mention  of  such  a  disease  in  any  of  the  books 
I  have." 

The  condition  described  is  probably  not  a 
disease.  It  is  likely  that  this  is  a  case  like  one 
mentioned  in  —  I  think  —  the  last  paper, 
where  the  feathers  on  the  parts  of  the  body 
where  feathers  are  most  likely  to  be  damaged 
drop  out  in  advance  of  the  molt.  I  have 
noticed  this  year  some  of  my  hens,  (two  or 
three),  that  after  sitting  and  rearing  a  brood 
of  chicks  were  put  in  pens  where  there  was 
no  male,  have  bare  backs.  The  loss  of  feath- 
ers in  these  cases  is  certainly  due  to  injury  to 
them  when  the  hens  were  in  the  breeding 
pens  months  ago. 

Feeding  Rolled  Oats.  ( E.  C.  W.)—  "I 
send  a  small  sample  of  rolled  oats  which  I  can 
buy  for  $1,624  per  100  lbs.,  f.  o.  b.  this  city. 
Wheat  costs  $1.66|  per  100  lbs.,  a  trifle  poorer 
than  No.  1.  1  intend  to  sell  as  fast  as  large 
enough  all  cockerels  except  a  few,  and  except 
the  late  ones  which  I  shall  keep  to  dress  to 
sell  to  my  private  trade  next  winter.  I  feed 
dry  in  hoppers  cracked  corn  if,  balance 
screenings,  millet,  buckwheat  and  about  five 
per  cent  of  the  whole  of  this  rolled  oats.  A 
friend  says  a  considerable  quantity  of  the 
rolled  oats  will  give  diarrhea.  I  don't  see 
why  it  should.  They  have  beef  scraps,  grit, 
charcoal,  shells  in  hoppers;  grass  and  corn 
range.  Granted  that  it  does  not  make  them 
sick,  would  it  not  in  your  opinion  make  a 
better  feed  than  wheat  for  the  cockerels  and 
the  pullets  to  keep  for  market,  for  layers  and 
for  breeders?  Could  I  not  substitute  it  for 
wheat?  Or  how  better  could  I  use  it?  In 
your  opinion  will  it  give  them  diarrhea  or 
other  trouble?" 

The  sample  sent  is  a  very  good  looking 
sample  of  rolled  oats.  If  1  could  get  it  at 
about  the  same  price  as  corn  meal  I  would  use 
a  good  deal  of  it,  but  I  would  not  pay  much 
more  for  it  than  for  corn  meal,  say  not  more 
than  10  to  15  cents  per  100  lbs.  If  I  bought  it 
right  I  would  make  my  mash  about  one- fourth 
rolled  oats.  Used  in  that  proportion  there 
would  be  no  trouble  (that  is,  because  of  the 
rolled  oats)  with  diarrhea.  When  oats  in  any 
form  but  whole  are  fed  raw  to  chickens  they 
seem  to  cause  looseness  of  the  bowels,  and  I 
have  always  thought  that  a  great  deal  of  the 
bowel  trouble  in  little  chicks  was  due  to  feed- 
ing rolled  or  hulled  oats  or  steel  cut  oat  meal 
too  heavily.  That  was  my  experience  with 
oats  years  ago.  I  found  that  chicks  fed  a 
variety  of  other  grains  were  very  slow  to  eat 
raw  oats  in  any  form,  and  I  never  could  find 
results  from  feeding  oats  heavily  that  justified 
their  reputation  as  "flesh  and  bone  builders." 
I  don't  think  Mr.  W.  would  have  any  trouble 
with  diarrhea  unless  he  used  rolled  oats  much 
more  freely  than  he  now  uses  them— think  he 
could  make  them  one-fourth  to  one-third  of 
his  day's  ration  without  trouble.  He  might 
even  give  more  than  that.  As  to  their  being 
belter  than  wheat,  I  doubt  it.    I  don't  kuow 
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C,"  A  Short  Story 
fo  r  Poultry 
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"The  Resist^W 

Rex  StintKote 

ROOFING 


Resists 
Fire 

Samples 
Sent  Free 

Make  this  Red-Hot  Coal  Test 

Fire  is  generally  spread  by  spark?, 
embers  and  blazing  brands,  which 
quickly  set  fire  to  shingle  or  tar  roots. 
On  Rex  Flintkote  they  die  out  harm- 
lessly—try it  for  yourself  and  see 

L  Is  Good  Fire  Insurance 

It  will  slowly  barn  if  lit  on  the 
edge,  but  on  the  roof  n 
edges  are  exposed— only 
the  fire-proof  surface. 


;  and 


It  resists  fire,  rain, 
snow,  heat,  cold  and  wear 
r    and  is  the  perfect  roofing  i 
siding  for  barns,  poultry  houses, 
and  all  farm  buildings.    Any  care- 
ful workman  can  lay  it— outfit  and 
directions  in  every  roll. 

Our  Handsome  Booklet 

sent  with  samples,  also  photos  of  Rei  Flint- 
kote buildings  of  all  kinds.  Roofing  question- 
gladly  answered.   Beware  of  substitutes, 
"Lookfor  the  Boy,"  on  every  roll. 
Send  us  your  name  to-day. 
J.  A.  <fc  W.  BIKD  A  CO. 
53Indlu  street. 
Hi. -i  mi.  Mass. 
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ERFECT 
OULTRY 
ICTURES 


By  SEWELL. 

These  pictures  are  Artists'  Proofs,  size  SJxl2J 
and  printed  on  a  spleuilid  quality  of  heavy  coated 
paper.  Competent  authorities  prono  unce  them  to  be 
the  most  perfect  collection  of  poultry  pic- 
tures vet  produced.  Our  readers  can  secure  the 
whole  series  at  ver)  little  expense,  as  follows:  Price 
for  each  breed,  packed  In  a  strong  mailing  tube, 
and  postpaid  to  anv  address.  10  cents :  or  any  three, 
it  ordered  at  one  time.  -'5 cents.  Olt  WILL  SEND 
theWHOT.K  SF.KIKS.14  in  all.foronlj  81.00. 

To  any  Old  Subscriber  who  renews  ami  semis-  us 
one  new  subscription  to  FAltM-PorLTRY  with  cash 
$1  for  both,  we  will  send  three  of  the  pictures  post- 
paid free  of  charge,  for  their  trouble. 

Thev  are  pictured  In  pairs,  aDd  the  Breeds  are  as 
follows: 

Kar'd  Plvm  Rocks.  White  W.vandottes. 
Partridge  Cochins.  S.  C.  Br.  Leghorns, 
l.t.  Brahmas.  Wh.  F.  Hlk.  Spanish. 

White  Plym.  Rocks.    Silver  Wyandottes. 
Pekin  Ducks.  Black  Minorcas. 

Buff  Cochins.  S.  C.  ATli.  Leghorns. 

Bronze  Turkeys.  Buff  Plyin.  Rocks. 

Send  al  1  orders  with  cash  or  stampsto 
I  \  RM-POCXTRT  PUBLISHING  CO., 
233  Summer  Street,         -       Boston,  Mass. 


Hen's 
Teeth 


are  In  her  stomach.  Give 
her  good  teeth  and  she'll 
digest  pood  food  for  you 
and  turn  it  Into  profit. 
The  poultry  raisers  who 
supply   their   hens  with 

Mico  Spar 

Cubical  Grit 

find  it  never  loses  its  sharp  points 
and  corners.   It  is  the  best  kind  of 
teeth  vou  can  give  your  hens.  Contains 
Iron  for  yolk  f  lime,  soda,  magnesia  for 
6hell.   It  costs  a  cent  a  pound  in  hun- 
dred  pound   bags  at  your  dealers. 
Agent  wanted  in  every  town.  Send 
for  free  folder  No.14 
Fg)      International  Mineral  Co. 

!20Tremont  6t..  Boston 


1  14  Liberty  Street, 


New  York  City. 


Mills  at  New  Haven.  Ct.:  DeKalb.  111.:  Oakland. Cal. 
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what  the  sense  of  taste  and  the  appetite  were 
put  in  fowls  for  except  to  regulate  their  eat 
lng.  I  have  always  found  that  my  chicks  did 
best  when  I  considered  their  tastes  somewhat 
in  feeding. 

Price  of  Pheasants.  (O.  R.  G.) — "Will 
you  kindly  inform  me  through  F.-P.  what 
average  price  is  for  live  pheasants?  I  do  not 
mean  fancy  stock,  I  mean  general  stock.  Jf 
you  cannot  give  me  exact  price  please  give  it 
to  me  as  a  general  average  of  your  best  judg- 
ment." 

I  cannot  give  Mr,  G.  the  information  he 
wants.  I  don't  think  there  is  any  supply  of 
pheasants  in  this  country  except  at  what 
would  be  called  fancy  prices.  ]f  there  is  I 
have  not  happened  to  hear  of  it.  Those  grow- 
ing pheasants  grow  to  sell  at  fancy  prices,  and 
ordinary  specimens  bring  $15  to  $25  per  pair. 

Discolored  Combs.  (C.  L.  G.) — "I  have 
noticed  some  mornings  that  back  ends  of  Log- 
born  cockerels'  combs  are  of  a  dark  purple 
color,  which  often  clears  up  during  the  day. 
What  is  the  cause  of  this?" 

Such  discoloration  of  the  comb  results  from 
poor  circulation  of  the  blood.  Poor  circula- 
tion may  be  constitutional,  or  may  be  a  result 
of  the  fowl  being  temporarily  out  of  condition. 
Keeping  fowls  in  too  close  quarters  at  night 
enervates  them  and  makes  the  blood  move 
Bluggishly.  In  the  case  mentioned  above  I 
suspect  from  the  fact  that  the  color  was  bad 
in  the  morning  and  cleared  up  during  the  day 
that  roosting  conditions  were  not  right. 

Scratching  Litter.  (F.  J.  T.) — "What  is 
the  best  material  to  use  for  hens  to  scratch  in? 
I  am  using  hay,  but  find  that  in  a  very  few 
days  it  is  worn  out  or  broken  so  fine  that  it 
does  not  answer  the  purpose,  and  also  it  is 
very  dusty  when  the  hens  are  working  in  it. 
Will  the  dust,  which  is  very  fine,  cause  any 
serious  trouble  after  awhile?  Would  oat 
straw  threshed  in  a  machine  last  longer,  and 
do  better?  I  have  a  White  Wyandotte  hen 
that  has  a  rattling  in  the  throat  or  head  when 
she  breathes.  She  has  been  so  for  several 
weeks,  and  does  not  seem  to  get  any  better. 
There  is  not  much  dust  in  the  pen  where  she 
is." 

It  is  hard  to  get  anything  for  scratching 
material  that  will  not  break  up  very  quickly 
wheu  there  are  many  hens  on  it  in  a  small 
space.  Corn  stalks  cut  in  lengths  about  six 
or  eight  inches  wear  well.  Where  oat  straw 
is  cheap,  and  can  be  used  liberally  it  does  very 
well,  but  a  good  deal  of  it  is  required.  Hay 
when  overripe  breaks  up  quicker  than  straw, 
and  when  not  so  ripe  packs  more.  1  use  dry 
leaves,  preferring  them  to  anything  i  Ise,  but 
for  a  large  stock  of  fowls  leaves  are  hard  to 
handle,  and  they  break  up  quicker  than  almost 
anything  else  in  pens  where  the  hens  are  some- 
what crowded.  All  things  considered  I  am 
inclined  to  think  the  more  economical  way  to 
manage  the  littered  scratching  floor  is  to  limit 
the  stock  in  each  pen  to  what  win  keep  the 
floor  in  good  condition  with  the  litter  added 
in  small  lots  about  twice  a  week.  This  gives 
always  a  thin  layer  of  new  and  loose  litter  on 
top  in  which  the  grain  is  hidden  as  it  falls. 

Some  hens  are  not  injured  at  all  by  dust; 
others  seem  to  be.  It  is  reasonable  to  suppose 
that  if  there  is  any  weakness  in  head  or  throat, 
living  in  a  very  dusty  atmosphere  will  aggra- 
vate it. 

To  Tell  the  Sex  of  Young  Chicks.  (C. 

L.  C.) — "Can  you  tell  mo  in  any  way  by  the 
points  of  a  chicken  from  five  to  ten  days  old 
whether  it  is  a  cockerel  or  pullet?  This  ques- 
tion may  seem  to  you  quite  singular,  but  to 
me  it  seems  reasonable,  for  there  is  no  other 
being,  whether  human  or  a  dumb  beast,  as  far 
as  I  know,  but  what  you  can  tell." 

In  some  breeds  certain  characteristics  may 
indicate  the  sex  of  the  chicks  at  a  very  early 
age.  Thus  in  Barred  Rocks  the  lighb  r 
colored  chicks  with  clean  yellow  legs  are 
nearly  always  cockerels,  and  in  Leghorns  and 
ilinorcas  and  other  fowls  in  which  the  comb 
is  large  and  develops  very  early  in  the  malrs, 
tlifc  comb  may  indicate  the  sex  of  the  chick 
when  only  a  few  days  old.  Except  in  a  few 
such  cases  the  sex  of  the  chick  is  not  readily 
distinguished  by  any  external  characteristic 
for  some  time,  norjs  the  sex  distinguishable 
in  any  mammal  except  by  the  sexual  organ, 
which  in  birds  is  an  internal  organ.  If  Jlr.  C. 
will  reflect  he  will  see  that  he  is  wrong  in  his 


.statement  which  compares  fowls  with  animals 
and  men. 

Clam  Shells.  (C.  W.  C.)  —  "If  I  can 
obtain  clam  shells  without  cost  except  the 
labor  of  getting  them,  would  it  be  advisable  to 
use  them,  or  would  it  be  better  to  buy  the 
crushed  oyster  shells  on  account  of  their 
superiority?" 

That  depends  on  what  one  might  lie  doing 
if  not  getting  and  preparing  the  clam  shells. 
Prepared  oyster  shells  are  so  cheap  that  it  is 
economy  for  one  who  has  other  claims  on  his 
time  to  use  them. 

Indigestion  and  Liver  Trouble.  (T.  D. 
J.)  "For  some  time  past  I  have  been 
troubled  with  a  disease  among  my  hens  that  1 
can't  analyze;  have  lost  a  number  that  I  dis- 
sected and  found  their  organs  in  ordinary 
condition  excepting  in  a  case  or  two.  One 
especially  had  a  very  large  liver,  and  a  sack 
(about  the  size  of  a  walnut  with  bull  on) 
lying  near  the  vent,  filled  with  a  decomposed 
meaty  matter.  Their  breathing  is  laborious, 
and  in  a  few  cases,  on  letting  the  head  hang 
down,  a  whitish  liquid  would  run  from  ihe 
mouth.  Some  would  linger  along  quite  a 
while,  and  others  die  in  a  few  days." 

I  could  tell  more  about  this  trouble  if  I 
knew  the  kind  and  age  of  the  hens,  how  they 
were  cared  for  and  fed,  and  what  proportion 
were  affected.  The  symptoms  given  indicate 
digestive  troubles  and  a  tumor  as  present  in 
the  two  cases  in  which  Mr.  J.  found  things 
not  in  normal  condition.  Whether  his  judg- 
ment as  to  normal  condition  is  good  outside  of 
self-evident  abnormal  conditions,  I,  of  course, 
do  not  know.  A  great  many  correspondents 
will  report  fowls  as  all  right  in  appearance 
except  for  a  single  conspicuous  symptom, 
when  it  is  practically  impossible  that  the  fowl 
should  show  that  symptom  and  not  also  show 
other  symptoms  that  are  not  right.  The 
tumorous  feature  might  not  depend  at  all  on 
the  general  treatment  of  the  flock.  The 
symptoms  of  indigestion  and  liver  trouble 
suggest  bad  feeding  and  perhaps  bad  con- 
ditions all  around. 


A  Good  Laying  Little  Flock. 

Editor  Farm- Poultry:  —  If. you  are  not 
tired  of  egg  records  I  will  send  you  mine.  I 
started  Jan.  1st  with  one  hen  and  five  pullets, 
culls  from  good  Barred  Rook  stock.  Four  of 
them  began  to  lay  in  January,  ami  two  in 
February.  The  record  is:  January,  22 ;  Feb- 
ruary^!); March,  146;  April,  121;  May,  148. 
In  May  one  pullet  laid  30;  another  29;  two 
27 ;  one  8,  and  the  old  hen  25.  The  one  laying 
eight  was  sitting  part  of  the  time. 

My  hen  house  was  as  near  air  tight  as  I 
could  make  it  in  winter,  and  is  6  x  5.  Run  is 
very  small.  Feed  is  dry  entirely,  but  they  get 
lots  of  table  scraps,  and  in  the  winter  had 
some  good  ground  bone.  My  feed  bill,  esti- 
mating amount  on  band  at  end  of  each  month, 
was:  January,  90c. ;  February,  7Sc. ;  March, 
S7c. ;  April,  75c;  May,  89c.  I  feed  mostly 
wheat,  corn," and  oats,  with  other  grains  occa- 
sionally, and  do  not  know  anything  about 
"balanced  rations."  PJease  tell  me  what  to 
do  to  stop  their  l  iving  so. 

As  to  fertility,  have  had  only  three  infertile 
out  of  sixty-four. 

An  experience  of  mine  may  answer  one  of 
the  questions  last  month.  On  March  16th,  I 
set  a  hen,  and  took  her  oft'  four  days  later,  as 
she  wasn't  doing  well.  I  put  two  of  those 
egirs  under  another  hen  on  March  29th,  and 
ono  of  them  batched.  A.  E.  F. 


Mr.  F.'s  letter  was  written  about  the  middle 
of  June.  1  think  it  likely  his  bens  have  let 
up  before  now.    Most  hens  have. 


A   Three   Yolked  Egg. 


Editor  FARM -POULTRY  :  — One  day  recently 
one  of  my  White  Plymouth  Rocks  laid  an  egir 
measuring  6-i  inches  around  one  way,  and  8^ 
incites  the  other  way,  and  containing  three 
yolks.  I  don't  know  as  this  is  an  extremely 
large  egg,  but  isn't  it  rather  unusual  to  finil 
three  yolks  in  an  egg?  It  weighed  4J  ounces. 
Alfred,  Me.  L.  C.  Akers. 

To  say,  when  writing  advertisers,  "  SAW  AD.  IN  FARM- 


Classified  Advertisements 

Classified  advertisements  only  will  be  inserted  in  these  columns,  and  no  display  other 
than  the  initial  word  or  name  allowed.  No  advertisement  containing  less  than  TWO 
lines  will  be  accepted.  All  parts  of  lines  will  be  charged  as  one  full  line.  No  limit  to 
number  of  lines  ad.  may  contain.  An  advertiser  can  divide  his  copy  and  have  an  ad. 
under  as  many  headings  as  he  wishes.  Cost  of  classified  advertising  will  be  at  a  uniform 
rate  of '25  cents  per  line,  each  and  every  insertion ;  no  less  price  per  line  for  any  num-  ~ 
ber  of  lines  or  times  ordered.  Copy  will  be  changed  as  often  as  desired  without  extra 
cost.  About  seven  ordinary  words  make  a  line.  Initials  and  figures  count  as  words. 
IVe  classify  the  headings  in  alphabetical  order,  the  value  of  which  arrangement  to  the 
advertiser  is  at  once  apparent,  enabling  the  buyer  to  immediately  locate  advertisements 
cfanv particular  kind  in  which  he  may  be  interested. 


BANTAMS. 


SKKKIGHT! 


chins 
de  Proper,  Sch 


,  Ituff, 
.N.  Y. 


LIGHT  I'.BAHMA  l«AP»TAMS.  World's  fair 
winners;  silver  cup  for  best  display,    u  timers 
always.      1>.  Lincoln  On.  Box  2.  Pit'-  ,\t  ills.  X.  V  . 

 BRAHMAS.  

IIK  ht.  Hr.ihmas  won  at  Bullston.  Albany.  Schen- 
ectady. Tli  is  season's  brooders,  males  and  females, 
cheap.  East.  View  Poultry  Yards.  UhIIsioii  sua..  N.Y. 

 BREEDING  STOCK.  

ALL  BKKKOS  "1  live  pure  bred  poultry,  pig- 
eons, pheasants,  turkeys,  rabbits.  Belgian  hares, 
cavies.  dogs,  cats,  and  all  pot  stock.  A  complete 
list  in  our  large  162-page  catalogue. 

Excelsior  Wire  and  Poultry  Supply  Co., 
Dop't  f.  '-'6  and  23  Vesc\  St..  Now  York  oily. 
K  K  liVKKMI)  Kock,  36  It.  (_'.  li.  I.  Bed.  and  12 
tj  rj  Wll.  Wyan.  yearling  lions,  largo,  heal  Illy, 
thoroughbred  urdscostme  $1^8  as  pullelslast  spring. 
They  are  at  my  summer  residence,  and  must  move 
tlierii  quick.  \Villsell  them  in  lots  to  suit  atT5cts. 
each.  Mrs.  Q.  \V. Church.  Voluntown.  Conn. 

CHARCOAL. 

CHARCOAL  isa  blood  purifier  tor  poultry,    ti  e 
prepare  especially  for  this  purpose  in  the  proper 
size  for  all  poultry,  at  $2  per  100  I  lis.,  freight  paid. 

Thomas  &  Bros., 
 E.  Columbia  Ave,  and  Boaoh  St..  Phila,.  Pa. 

 DOCS.  

C HOICK  >|»;ivt'<i  ffinulr  Seolcli  Collies;  tliormitfh- 
hi  c-d>  $■<  c ;icli ;  pr.liLTrt'^.   A.  H  .  If  inick,  Ronk,  P:t. 


ECCS. 


BUFFINTON  will  sell  eggs  from  best  slock  of 
Buff.  White  and  Partridge  Plymouth  Rocks; 
Bun* anil  silver  Penciled  Wyandottes;  Buff  Leghorns, 
Buckeyes  and  R.  I.  Reds  $1  for  13;  Columbian  Wvan- 
dottes'$2  for.13.  Also  from  fairly  good  slock  of  Hurt 
and  White  P.  Rocks.  Buff  Wyandottes.  Buff  Leghorns 
and  R.  I.  Reds  $3.50  for  100.  Send  for  circular. 
Itowland  G.Buffinton,  Box  C77.  Fall  Itiver.  Mass. 


FAVEROLLES. 


FAVKKOLLES.  Thokiugof  mil  it  j  fowls,  win- 
ter layers;  grow  more  rapidly  than  any  oilier 
fowl  known.  Reach  broiler  size  when  eight  weeks 
old.  I  have  the  best  strains  of  all  varieties  of  Faver- 
ollesimporied  direct  from  Europe  by  myself.  Eng- 
lish Salmon  Faverolles,  French  Salmon  Faverolles. 
Ermine,  Black,  Red,  Spangled,  and  Blue  Faverolles. 
Egcs  for  hatching,  best  pens  $6  for  15  eggs;  other 
good  pens  S3  for  15.  Poor  hatches  replaced  at  half 
price.  Descriptive  circular  for  stamp.  See  my  win- 
nings at  world's  fair,  etc. 

 Dr.  Phelps,  Hlou-.  FalN.  X.  Y. 

FEEDINC  POULTRY. 


N 


EW  METHOD  Dry  Feeding  (revisedl.  ]>iiec- 
tions  *25c.  Dr.  NoUa^e,  U<-shen,  Mass. 

JAVAS. 

BLACK  JAVAS— choices  I  combination  of  stand- 
ard and  ii  I  ili  I  j'  stock.  Hens  with  score  card, 
and  April  hatched  cockerels  for  sale.  Write  for 
prices.  ii  M.  Mathews,  Broelnn.  N'.Y. 

 LAKEN VELDERS.  

T"  A  K  KNVKLD.JiS,  I  purchabed  in  11)04  Die 
JLi  entire  flock  of  inter  national  winners,  owned  by 
the  Countess  of  Craven.  These  birds  are  famous  in 
Europe  as  well  as  America,* and  have  wmi  more 
prizes  and  produced  more  prize  winners  than  any 
llock  of  Lakenvelders  in  existence.  Ejrus  for  hatch- 
ing from  this  strain  $10  for  15  eggs.  Lakenvelders* 
cg^'s  from  other  strains.  $6  for  15.  Poor  hatches 
replaced  at  half  price.  See  my  winnings  at  world's 
fair.  Herald  Sq.,  Madison  Sq..etc.  Descriptive  cir- 
cnl.ir  for  stamp.         Dr.  Phelps.  Glens  Falls.  N.  Y. 


LEGHORNS. 


SINGLE      COMB      WHITE  LEGHORNS 
exclusively.  Thoroughbred  siock.   Van  Winkle's 
Glen  R"ck  Poultry  Y;nds,  lfidgew<>ud.  New  Jersey. 

1  i\t\  Fl  KST  cl;isS  s*  °-  White  Leghorn  hens  for 
sale;  are  heavy  layers  and  line  breeders; 
also  some  tine  cock  birds  and  cockerels.    Write  at 
once.  C.   A.  Stevens   &  Co  .    Wilson.  N.   ^  . 

CUHMKliCl  IL  FOCLTKY  Y  A  Kl».  1  must 
sell  before  fall  .70  Single  Comb  White  Leghorns, 
now  one  year  old,  and  to  do  so  will  make  it  a  finan- 
cial object  for  you  to  buy ;  the  birds  will  do  t  he  rest. 
They  are  what  you  want— large,  beautiful,  and  great 
layers:  have  grass  runs  and  are  never  sick.  Stock 
is  returnable  at  my  expense  if  unsatisfactory— that's 
fair.  Ci'cula-.  Frankly.  Mason.  Arcade.  N.Y. 
JINGLE  COM  It  White  Leghorns,  large,  vigor- 
nus  and  excellent  layers.  Largest  and  best  flock 
in  the  st^tte.  We  still  have  for  sale  100  vearlinir  hens, 
ion  pullets,  and  a  few  choice  cocks  and  cockerels;  8 
page  circular  free. 

Arthur  G.  Symonds.  Contoocock.  N.  IT,. 


MINORCAS 


B 


,ACK  Minorcas.  Choice  slock  always.  Eyrs  $2 
13.    R.  Storv.187  Arlington  Ave..  Itrooklyn,  iV.  Y. 


lOOO  H.  Northup.  R.'F.  D." 2.  Raccvjlf 


:as.  best  q 1 1 a  I  i l  \ .  28  page  cat.  Ueo. 

N.Y. 


AKOUT  Sept.  1st.  will  have  a  large  number  of 
carefully  selected  I '.lack  Minorca  cockerels  and 
pullets.  Pairs  and  trios.  Splendid  stock  Hint  will 
please  and  satisfy.    Perry  Messinger.  Sodiis.  N.  Y. 


ORPINGTONS. 


FOK  THE  BUST  ORPINGTONS,  any  of 
the  ten  varieties,  you  must  send  to  their  origin- 
ators.who  naturally  have  the  best.  Illustrated  caia- 
logue  10c.  to  cover  postage. 

Wm.  Cook  &  Sons, 
Box  70,  Scotch  Plains,  New  Jersey. 


OKPINGTONS,  BUFF,  BLACK,  "WHITE. 
Why  not  have  the  very  best  obtainable?  First 
cost  may  be  a  little  more,  but  you  gel  the  stock  and 
blood  from  ihe  grandest  winning  strain  in  America, 
and  from  the  largest  Orpington  breeder.  Send  for 
forty  page  illustrated  Orpinirton  calalogue.  also  mat- 
ing list  describing  thirty-two  breeding  yards  anil 
prices  of  egys.  The  blood  from  the  largest  winners  at 
New  York  the  past  Ihree  years  is  in  these  yards. 
 Box  :>'.',  Willow  Ifrook  Farm.  Berlin.  I'nnn. 

PIGEONS. 

KKSKV  STIU1N  HOIVIJiltS  always  please. 
Circular  free.    Springer  Bros..  Bridgelon.  N.  J. 


"1  UAKANTKKD  male 
JTing.  Write.  Edward  P 


I  II 


mors  for  squab  bi  t 
ski.  Monlicello.  lo 


1)KKSTON  I'IGKON  FAKM  CO..  Morton,  Pa„ 
breeders  and  importers  of  hi^b  grade  squall 
stock.   Strictly  mated  slock  always  on  baud  in  pen 

lols  or  single  pairs.  

TXlll  LACK  OF  KOOM  must  sell  in  pair  young 
purebred  Homers,  bred  direct  from  Plymouth 
Kock  Squab  Co.  extra  Homers.  Each  pair  have 
raised  squabs.  Also,  Cyphers  and  Model  incubators 
for  sale.  White  Leghorn  Poultry  Yards, 

East  Hampton,  Conn. 


PLYMOUTH  ROCKS. 

AKKKU  I'.  KOCKS  and  While  Wjandotieb 
iLgirs  from  prize  winning,  heavy  laying  slock, $ 
per  13;  S6  per  |l)0.    Quality  guaranteed. 

Crystal  Poultry  Kami.  If.  Y.  1)..  liridgeville, N.  J. 


30 


C  HOICK 

buff. 


vearliug  Itulf  Rocks,  3  cocks  even 
A.  M.  Godshall.  Souderton.  Pa. 


15 


\KKEI>  Rocks.  Ameri 
leavy  layers.  1).  D.Marvi 


St.  Ideal  birds, 
idbury  Hts.,  N..I. 


RHODE  ISLAND  REDS. 

SHOVE'S  Rhode  Island  Reds  and  lloudans  give 
satisfaction.    Write  for  wants. 
 Daniel  P.  Shove.  Fall  River.  Mass. 

RT.  K  EDS,  Single  and  Rose.  At  the  great 
.  Brockton  fair,  lfto4,  we  won  on  8  entries,  6; 
firsts,  1  second,  1  third,  and  9 specials  for  best  shape 
and  color.  Illustrated  booklet  and  1906  mating  list 
free.  Eggs  $2  and  $">  per  13.  ^ 

 1.  W,  Heau.  South  liraiutree.  Mass. 

I\K,  WOLF  FAKM,  Pappoosesquaw.  Bristol,  It. 
M.-P    I.    Standard  bred  stock.    Ci rcn lar  1 1  ee.  

RUUDK  ISLAND  KEUS-Clark  Farm.  Con- 
cord. Mass.  Rose  and  Single  comb  Reds.  All 
our  breeding  stock  for  sale.  Write  your  wants,  and 
get  our  prices.  


TURKEYS. 


FOK   BALK  —  finely  marked  Mammoth  Bronze 
turkeys;  turns  weighing  up  to  40  pounds,  and 
hens  25  pounds.   Write  for  prices. 

James  Carpenter.  Box  H'3,  Turner.  New  York. 

WANTED. 

PPOKTUN1TY  for  farmer  or  poultryiiian  to 

keep  summer  boarders.  Responsible  parlies. 
Address         (J.  E.  Walters.  Mt.  Washington.  Mass. 

WANTED.  TO  KENT,  three  lo  tiv    acres  and 
Ihe  buildings  of  a  poultry  plant  for  from  200  lo 
5(0  fowls.  Address, 

F.  L.  Janewav,  Route  3.  New  Brunswick.  N.J. 


WYANDOTTES. 


SII/VUK  l.aceil  Wyandottes.  Some  tine  stock 
both  male  and  female  for  sale.  Same  grad 
that  I  won  the  ribbons  with  at  Boston  and  Ne 
York  last  winter;  prices  low,  quality  considered 
Send  for  circular.  H.  F.  Chase, 

 Box  710.  Anitovcr.  Mass. 

^HAIUPION  strain  Silver  \\  yandottes.    \\  e  wo 
J   14  out  of  a  possible  15  tirsts  at  Boston  in  our  la. 
three  exhibits.  Slock  for  sale,  and  eggs  for  hatclun 
at  $3  per  15;  poor  hatches  duplicated  ai  half  price. 

J.  O.  -lodrey,  l!ox  A.  Ihmvers,  Mas?. 


W 


( 


ll  PTE  Wvandottes.     A  few  good  cockerel 

left ;  also  orders  booked  now  for  eggs. 
Barnes  &  Woodbury.  Box  K>7,  \\  enhani.  Mass. 

WHITE      WYANDOTTES,  KELIANC- 
STRAIN,  strong,  whiieand  vigorous;  silve 
medal  wiuneis;  after  July  Isl,  100  females  for  sale. 

 I).  Lincoln  Orr.  Box  2.  Pit's  Mills.  N.Y. 

IOI.llMP.IAN   WYANDOTTES.     First  pi  Iz 
pen  at  Boston.  1905.     Eggs  S2.    Stock  for  sale. 

 R.  (t.  Richardson.  R.  F.  D.  2.  Lowell.  Mass. 

Yl/HITE  WYANDOTTES,  snowdrift  strain 
TT     200  extra  choice  birds  right  out  of  our  breed 
iug  yards.    Pen  of  four  females  and  a  male.  $10.  Till 
is  one-half  their  value,  but  we  must  have  the  iv 
for  young  stock.       Picturesque  Poultry  Farni. 

 Box  37. Trenton  Junction.  N.-l. 

W.  Wvandoite    yearling  hens,   for  sale 
$1  each.  Thev  are  fine  hloekv  stock.  sTffl 
f  flue  layers.  Fine  cock  birds  $2  and  $5  earl 
C.  A.  Stevens  *  Co..  Wilson.  N.  Y 


100 


$11100 


9  fl  I  for  this 

HI    110  EGG 

H  MACHINE 

FREIGHT  PAID 

East  of  the  Eockies. 
Other  sizes  corres- 
pondingly low.  Made 
from  California  Eed-  _ 
warp,  swell,  crack  or  split.  Heavy  ^ 
asbestos  board  lining.  Metal  work  copper  or  brass 
Patented  heat  control  absolutely  automatic  and 
delicately  sensitive.  26,000  Sold  This  Year  and 
orders  still  coming.  Sent  on  60  days  trial.  Money 
back  if  yon  want  it— but  you  won't  want  It.  Get  the 
bigFr-e  Cutalotr  todav.  Address  nearest  factory. 
SURE  HATCH  INCUBATOR  COMPANY 
4l32Clay  Center,  Neb.    14132  Indianapolis,  Ind, 


POULTRY,"  will  benefit  you  —  please  them  —  and  help  us. 


1905 


Fakm-Poi  :ltry 


3.-9 


A  Novice's  Experience. 


EDITOR  Farm  -  Toi  ltry:  —  Behii;  a 
novice  in  the  poultry  business,  ami 
thinking  everrliody  is  interested  in  the 
results  outlined,  I  wish  to  submit  the 
following  : 

I  usve  thirty  S.  C.  Rhode  Island  Reds. 
Since  Jan.  13,  1903,  they  have  produced  over 
t>vo  hundred  dozen  egss,  raised  thirty-six 
chickens,  and  are  still  laying.  II y  flock  were 
selected  from  last  season's  stock,  only  those  of 
the  best  shape,  color,  and  markings  being 
n.-ed.  From  my  flock  23  sittings  of  eggs  have 
l*en  set,  a  total  of  320  eggs,  (none  of  these 
were  incubator  hatched).  The  result  was  291 
bright,  healthy  chickens.  I  am  told  that  this 
is  almost  a  phenomenal  result,  yet  such  is  the 
fact  from  the  record  kept.  My  birds  do  not 
have  over  900  sq.  ft.  of  yard,  but  the  soil  is 
frequently  spaded,  an  1  they  have  a  daily  sup- 
ply of  green  food.  Their  food  is  mixed  grain 
(wheat,  buckwheat,  oats,  cracked  corn,  and 
barley)  in  the  niorninir,  cooked  potatoes  and 
vegetables  at  noon,  and  a  m:is'i  of  U-O  at 


night.  The  roosts  have  small  boles  bored  into 
them  three  inches  apart.  These  are  tilled  with 
coal  oil,  and  the  tables  beneath  are  cleaned 
twice  a  week,  and  covered  with  a  thin  t  inting 
of  wood  ashes;  result  good  egg  production, 
sweet  enclosure,  healthy  flock  and  ten  dollars 
a  month  profit  from  my  thirty  hens.  To  me 
the  secret  of  success  in  poultry  is  clean  enclo- 
sure-, wholesome  food,  a  little  care;  then  you 
can -'press  the  button,"  the  hens  will  do  the 
rest. 

I  very  much  enjoy  your  journal,  and  am 
much  pleased  with  the  manner  in  which  it  is 
edited.  F.  C.  Bruce. 


Mr.  Bruce  and  his  hens  are  doing  well,  but 

 the  usual  word  of  caution  Is  in  order. 

Thirty  hens  in  a  yard  equal  to  10  x  90,  no 
niatler  how  often  or  how  well  it  is  spaded  up, 
will  not  continue  to  do  well  indefinitely. 
Thousands  of  beginners  have  been  misled  by 
just  such  experiences  as  this.  Better  reduce 
the  bens  to  a  dozen. 


The  Diarrhea  Question. 


EDITOR  Farm-Poultry:— That  -'ex- 
periment" made  by  R.  G.  Buflinion 
fourteen  years  ago,"*  seems  10  have 
been  conclusive  proof  to  him  (at  that 
time)  that  diarrhea  was '-epidemic."   He  also 
says  that  '•  it  is  here,  and  here  to  stay." 

Now  if  that  is  so,  many  of  our  pel  theories 
are  blown  to  the  winds;  l>ul  when  we  know 
for  a  surety  that  It  is  an  epidemic,  we  have 
the  remedy  right  at  our  hind.  When  Benja- 
min F.  Butler  went  to  New  Orleans  in  war 
times,  be  found  tbe  dreadful  yellow  fever 
carrying  off,  not  only  the  native  population, 
but  the  soldier  boys  as  well.  He  said:  It 
must  be  stopped,"  and  the  soldiers  were 
detailed  with  brooms  and  shovels  and  disin- 
fectants, and  sent  to  clean  up  that  city,  and 
ever  since  that  time  the  people  of  New- 
Orleans,  and  the  world  at  large,  know  the 
cure,  or  remedy,  to  prevent  yellow  fever. 

About  six  years  ago  I  went  to  visit  a  poul- 
try plant  some  five  miles  from  here.  It  was 
the  largest  plant  I  had  seen,  and  that  year 
they  had  hatched  out  8,000  chicks.  They  were 
batched  mostly  by  hens,  and  at  one  lime  there 
were  some  four  hundred  hens  sitting.  We 
a»ked  if  they  didn't  have  a  good  many 
Inquiries  after  pointers.  He  said  yes,  and  a 
party  was  there  the  day  before  asking  what 
to  do  for  this  same  diarrhea.  Here  was  the 
answer:  "  Do  you  suppose  if  I  knew  what 
to  do,  that  I  would  lose  3,000  chicks  in  one 
season  by  it?" 

I  have  lost  many  and  many  a  hundrpd — 
one  year  two-thirds  of  all  that  were  batched. 


I  have  tried  nearly  everything  that  has  been 
recommended, but  now  all  the  advertisements 
for  panaceas  or  cure  alls,  pass  by. 

This  year  I  have  nearly  escaped,  for  only  a 
very  few  have  had  it.  The  seasons  may  have 
something  to  do  with  it,  but  I  don't  think  so. 

I  fumigated  my  Incubators,  I  whitewashed 
and  painted  the  brooders,  I  fed  dry  feed,  and 
was  not  in  a  hurry  about  it.  Have  looked 
after  the  water  and  drinking  dishes.  1  ibink 
those  fountains  that  look  so  pretty  in  tbe 
pictures  of  brooder  makers  are  one  evil  to 
finbl  against.  Take  a  hammer  and  smash 
them.  Have  no  drinking  dish  or  fountain 
that  you  cannot  get  your  hand  into  with  a 
good  rag;  and  have  them  glazed. 

The  chickens  are  running  on  tbe  same  old 
ground  that  has  been  used  for  years,  and 
when  we  can  frighten  away  the  hawks  and 
crows  we  feel  pleased  to  know  that  they  are 
not  dying.  We  have  hatched  with  hens  and 
Incubators  1.800.  Now  I  think  we  have  the 
remedy  for  nearly  all  the  ills  that  chicks  are 
subject  to,  and  not  excepting  diarrhea. 
Cleanliness ;  clean  pure  air  during  incuba- 
tion ajid  brooding,  and  plenty  of  it  at  suitable 
temperatures;  clean  food  on  or  ill  clean  feed 
troughs;  clean  water  In  clean  drinking 
dishes,  and  everything  else  as  clean  as  we  can 
find  strength  and  time  to  make  them.  We 
have  got  to  use  our  best  common  sense,  our 
best  and  cleverest  thoughts  for  the  comfort 
and  well  being  of  our  flocks  if  we  are  to 
succeed. 

W.  T.  WALLIS. 


Some  Seasonable  Questions. 


EDITOR  Farm- Poultry:— Of  eggs 
used  for  hatching  a  larger  percentage 
of  my  Leghorn  eggs  hatched  than  of 
my  Rocks,  72. 5%  of  fertile  eggs  being 
the  best  Rock  hatch,  and  76.3%  of  fertile  eggs 
beinsr  best  balch  of  Leuhorns.  Of  the  chick- 
en- hatched  a  larger  percentage  of  the  Leg- 
horns have  lived  than  of  the  Rocks. 

The  egg  record  of  these  flocks  up  to  July 
lot  h  is  as  follows  : 


Egg 

Barred  R.m 


Record. 

ks. 


I.eirhorns. 


1904. 

Pen  1. 
40  Hens. 
Arrives 

Pen  •>. 

r.-j  Hhiis. 
Arrives 

47  I'ul.      47  Hens. 
Arrives  Arrives 

O  t. 

H«v. 

Dec. 

Oct.  25. 

Dec.  8. 

o«i. 

25.    Dec.  S. 

12 

10 

1905. 

Jan. 

16 

40 

100 

Feb. 

71 

148 

273 

311 

March 

47S 

433 

.".11 

673 

April 

522 

447 

445 

520 

May 

555 

464 

566 

707 

•June 

326 

357 

366 

533 

July 

1— IS 

222 

271 

271 

360 

Total. 

2174 

2148 

2302 

3214 

As  the  molting 

season  i< 

near 

at  hand  the 

likelihood  is  that 

none  of 

those 

flocks  will 

reach  satisfactory  totals  for  the  first  twelve 
months,  and  the  question  come; — will  any  of 
them  be  worth  wintering  after  such  a  poor 
first  sea-ou  laying? 

Pullets,  I  think,  are  usually  expected  l» 
outlay  hens,  but  in  this  case  the  Leghorn  hen- 
which  were  two  years  old  in  June,  have  laid 
more  than  28%  more  eggs  than  the  pulle's. 

Will  it  be  better  to  keep  this  pen  of  pullets-, 
or  replace  them  with  pullets  batched  in  April, 
from  ejrgs  of  the  pen  of  hen-?  These  bens  I 
am  fold  are  from  W\ ckoff  stock  ;  t  he  cock- 
erels that  were  mated  with  them  were  from 
Bill  more  slock. 

Are  the  Rock  pens  worth  keeping,  con- 
sidering I  heir  egg  record,  sickness,  former 
percentage  of  chicks  from  their  eggs,  and 
greater  mortality  among  their  chick-?  1  am 
inclined  to  replace  them  with  Leghorn  pullets. 

In  purchasing  males  to  mate  with  my  fowls 
I  found  difficulty  in  finding  cocks;  cockerels 
were  plentiful.  I  did  succeed  in  getting  two 
Leghorn  cocks  from  BMlmore  stock.  Then 
with  one  cockerel  I  mated  with  the  pullet  pen, 
putting  cockerels  with  the  hens.  I  could  not 
find  Rock  cocks.  In  every  instance  the  dealer 
to  whom  I  wrote  told  me  I  would  get  better 
results  from  cockerels,  many  of  them  promi- 
nent poultrymen.  I  have  always  supposed 
the  cocks  were  better.  What  is  your  opinion 
in  the  matter?  C.  L.  G. 


I  would  advise  Mr.  G.  to  look  his  stock 
over  carefully,  and  sort  l lie  hens  out  as  sug- 
gested in  the  Le-sou  in  the  July  1st  paper. 
Though  the  flick,  as  a  whole,  has  not  done 
satisfactory  work,  there  should  be  in  it  some 
hens  well  worth  keeping  over.  We  cannot 
always  base  a  judgment  as  to  what  hens  will 
do  next  year  on  what  they  did  the  year  past. 
Sometimes  pullets  that  have  laid  well  go  out 
of  condition,  and  do  very  poorly  as  yearling 
hens;  sometimes  the  reverse  case  obtains, 
hens  that,  as  pullets,  were  very  disappointing 
giving  extra  good  egg  yields.  The  best  way 
Is  to  judge  as  best  we  can  by  what  the  hens 
ate  now,  rather  than  by  the  performance  or 
non-performance  of  the  past.  I  don't  mean 
by  that  to  disregard  records,  but,  ill  selecting 
stock  to  keep  over,  present  condition  is  the 
best  guide. 

It  is  my  opinion  that  in  this  case  only  a 
small  proportion  of  the  best  conditioned  of 
the  hens  are  worth  keeping  over. 

Taken  as  they  come,  well  developed  and 
matured  cockerels  are  surer  and  belter  breed- 
ers than  the  average  cock.  I  think  the  chief 
reason  of  this  is  because  so  many  male  birds- 
are  overworked  the  first  season,  and  not  given 
the  care  they  should  have  after  the  breeding 
season  is  over.  At  the  same  time  of  two 
birds,  equal,  so  far  as  I  can  determine,  in 
everything  but  age,  1  would  take  the  cock 
bird  as  a  breeder  every  time,  for  my  experi- 
ence has  been  that  the  male  that  "has  been 
well  taken  care  of  is  at  his  best  the  second 
season. 

When  I  was  breeding  on  a  larger  scale,  and 
buying  a  good  many  breeding  birds  I  was 
always  on  the  lookout  for  males  that  had  been 
held  in  reserve  by  their  owners  in  case  ot  loss 
of  a  male  used  in  the  breeding  pen.  1  found 
that  these  were  almost  invariably  good  birds 
and  more  fertile  early  in  the  season  than 
males  of  the  same  age  that  had  been  in  the 
breeding  pen  through  the  season.  But  the 
supply  of  these  is  very  limited,  and  often  the 
breeder  will  sella  bird  he  has  used,  and  retain 
them  for  himself. 


■  Poultry  Supplies— 

Whatever  you  need  to  make  more  money 
out  of  your  poultry,  you  can  get  from  us. 
Chick  Manna      koup  Cures  Incubators 
Ege  Producers    Lice  Killers  Brooders 

Our  free  lllustrati-d  Poultry  Supply  Book 
gives  full  information  about  these  and  other 
helps. 

JOHNSON  &  STOKES  Dept  B 
217-219  Market  Street,  Philadelphia 


Prize  Winners  and  Heavy  Layers  Combined. 

We  wiM  now  fell  300  of  our  fancy  heavy  laying  breed- 
ing stuck  in  lots  to  Bull,  males  and  females.  Don't 
miss  tliis  chance  «f  gelling  the  cream.   Write  your 

wants  to 

F.  P.  PLXSI FEK  &  CO.,      Natick,  Mast*. 


The  Saving 


in  posts, 

boards, 
rails. 

staples  and  labor  makes  the  first 
cost  of  Pa  ire  Poultry  Pen  ce  leas 
than  that  of  common  nettings,  to 
r»ay  nothing  of  the  better  service  it 
will  give  and  the  longer  time  it 
II  last.  Write  for  particulars. 
PAGE  WO  VPN  WiTRR  FENCE  CO. 
Box  6165  Adrian,  Mich. 

COLUMBIAN 

Wyandottes. 

Quality  and  pric  e  defy  competition.  Eggs  bv  the 
silling  or  hundred.  All  stock  sold  strictly  ou 
approval. 

KLMLAWN  POUI.TKT  FAKM, 

R.  2.  Raymond,  N'.  H. 


More  Spray  Pump  Experience. 


EDITOR  Fahm-1'oi-ltry :— I  note  you 
call  for  experiences  with  spray  pumps 
for  whitewashing  chicken  coops.  I 
use  a  pump  for  whitewashing  my 
coops,  and  find  it  very  convenient  and  salis- 
factory.  The  pump  used  is  made  hy  the 
Hook-Harilie  Manufacturing  Co., in  Michigan. 
The  total  cost,  as  near  as  I  can  remember, 
wa<  about  §15.  I  bought  it  for  spraying  fruit 
and  garden  truck.  It  is  in  use  constantly  all 
Sii miner  long.  It  is  mounted  on  a  SO  gallon 
barrel— I  think  30  gallons  would  have  been 
better,  it  being  easier  to  handle. 

The  first  application  1  made  of  whitewash 
did  look  mean  and  poor,  the  pump  clogged 
considerably.  By  using  the  new  process 
lime  these  troubles  were  done  away  w  ith.  I 
as-nre  you  the  coops  are  very  white  and  clean. 
The  time  consumed  is  very  much  less  n  ith  the 
pump.  I  use  a  double  Vermont  nozzle  with 
the  large  caps. 
Hartford,  Conn. 


I'.  O.  de  Maukiac. 


Cyphers  Incubator  Go. 


Makes  It. 


What? 


Everything  For  Poultry 
Keepers 

First  Quality;  Largest  Output;  There- 
fore Best  Value* 


Lice  Powder, 

Lice  Paint, 

Fumigating  Candles, 

Disinfectants, 

Egg  Preservative, 

Chicken  Punches, 

Chicken  Coops, 

Portable  Poultry  Houses, 

Brooding  House  Heaters. 

Shipping  Coops, 

Egg  Carriers. 

Food  and  Water  Vessels. 

Bone  Cutters, 

Leg  Bands, 

Egg  Testers, 

Thermometers, 

Poultry  Remedies, 

iVire  Fencing, 

Roofing. 


Our  Speciaities  This  Month: 

Cyphers  Forcing  Food— Makes  Chicks  Grow. 
Cyphers  Lice  Powder.    Cyphers  Lice  Paint. 

Send  for  Free  Catalogue  of  all  Poultry  Sap- 
plies.    Address  nearest  office. 

CYPHERS  INCUBATOR  CO.,  BUFFALO,  N.  Y. 

New  York  City,  Chicago.  111..  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  Boston, 

Mass.,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 


THE  BUSS 

Prize  Winning  Brooder. 

Send  for  Descriptive  Circular. 
Excelsior  Wire  &  Poultry  Supply  Co..  Dept.  I 

26  &  28  VESEY  STREET.  NEW  YORK  CITY. 


There  Is  Hardly  a  Mail 

BUT   NEW   EVIDENCE  COMES    UP   THAT  THE   RESULTS  OF 

DUSTON'S 

Careful  and  painstaking  breeding*  during  the  pasi  dozen  years  or  more  is  helping  even  the  nios-t 
p'imiineni  breeders.    For  it  brings  home  the  fuel  that  my  customers,  who  have  bought  their 

White  Wyandottes 

Direct,  not  only  sell  their  eggs  to  these  breeders  to  fill  (heir  orders  w  ith.  Imt  that  Ibey  hauhthem  for 
their  own  pens  as  well.  Verily  the  truth  grows.— th.it  Huston  is  the  breeder  that  has  made  possible  the 
"  World's  Best "  flocks.  Stock  and  eg>rs  from  headquarters  ;  this  is  «  hat  you  waut.  Send  >  o  •  »  anis  to 

ARTHUR  G.  DUSTON. 
223   East   Main   St..  -  -  So.  Framingham.  Mass. 


To  say,  when  writing  advertisers,  "SAW  AD.  IN  FARM -POULTRY,"  will  benefit  you— please  them- and  help  us. 
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Farm- Poultry 


August  1 


Wants  Experiences  Doctoring,  and 
Specific  Directions  for  Treatments. 


T""\DITOR  Farsi-Poultry:  — Will  you 
1-^      allow  your  subscribers  that  have  had 

A—/  success  in  doctoring  chickens  with  the 
gapes,  or  in  ridding  the  premises  of 
them,  space  in  our  valuable  paper,  Farm- 
Poultry,  to  give  their  treatment?  And  may 
they  be  more  explicit  than  to  merely  say  a  little 
asafoetida,  or  a  little  something  else  in  the 
drinking  water  or  feed  is  a  sure  cure;  for 
what  one  person  might  consider  a  little, 
another  might  consider  too  much  or  not 
enough  —  result  no  good. 

Another  will  say,  "  put  them  in  a  tight  box 
and  Jet  them  inhale  tobacco  smoke  or  some- 
thing else,"  not  saying  for  how  long  a  time  at 
once,  or  how  often ; —  result,  not  enough  to  do 
any  good — or  else  possibly  long  enough  to  kill 
tbem;  —  result  again,  no  good.  If  writers 
would  explain  such  things  that  are  easy 
enough  to  one  accustomed  to  them, more  fully, 
those  trying  them  would  not  have  to  do  so 
much  experimenting. 

It  seems  as  if  the  gape  trouble  could  be  done 
away  with   rearing  chickens  might  not  be 


such  uphill  work  as  at  present;  at  least  it  is 
my  experience,  as  I  usually  lose  but  few 
other  ways:  Mrs.  G.  N.  A. 


Of  course  we  will  give  as  much  space,  and 
to  as  many  subscribers  as  we  can.  It  is 
equally  hard  to  give  and  to  get  complete  and 
specific  directions  covering  every  point,  which 
is  not  at  all  surprising  when  we  consider  how 
many  people  in  their  reading  will  miss  some 
of  the  plainest  statements,  and  sit  down  and 
write  a  letter  to  the  editor  or  contributor  ask- 
ing for  the  information  they  skipped  iu  their 
reading.  I  don't  mean  to  insinuate  that  Mrs. 
A.  has  not  read  carefully.  She  may  have;  but 
so  many  people  do  fail  to  see  plain  statements 
before  their  eyes,  that  we  would  naturally 
expect  the  same  lack  of  completeness  in 
making  statements.  It  is  a  fact  which  any- 
one who  tries  it  soon  finds  that  it  is  very  diffi- 
cult to  describe  even  a  simple  operation  or 
condition  so  that  no  one  can  feel  that  the  state- 
ment leaves  nothing  more  to  be  said. 


THE  CENTRE  OF 
ATTRACTION 
IN  THE 
ROOFING  WORLD 


The  new  Ready-Roof- 
ing that  the  people  are  talk- 
ing about.    It's  so  good, 
buyers  are  astonished  at  the 
low  cost    Once  use  it  and  you  will  buy 
no  other. 

Anyone  can  put  it  down.  All  you  need  is  a 
hammer — we  supply  nails  and  cement  with  each 
roll. 


Free  Sample  Sent  on  Request 


National  Coal  Tar  Co.,  297  Franklin  Street,  Boston,  Mass. 


Renting  of  Farm  Land  by  Poultry 

Keepers. 


THE  system  about  to  be  described  is  no 
mere  theory,  but  a  practical  fact,  and 
one  that  has  been  proved  over  a 
series  of  years,  and  in  many  places 
with  manifest  benefit  to  farmers  and  poultry 
keepers  alike. 

For  the  adoption  of  this  system  of  poultry 
keeping  it  is  necessary  to  find  —  first,  farmers 
whose  land  is  suitable,  and  who  are  willing  to 
allow  access  to  their  fields  to  someone  not 
employed  by  them,  with  permission  to  place 
thereon  poultry  houses  and  their  inmates; 
and,  second,  the  present  or  would-be  poultry 
keepers  who  are  ready  to  pay  for  the  privilege 
of  placing  out  their  fowls  in  this  way,  and  are 
sufficiently  responsible  to  be  trusted  for  the 
fulfillment  of  their  obligations.  Of  the  second 
class  there  is  no  lack,  but  of  the  first  the 
number  Is  much  smaller,  for  many  farmers 
have  either  failed  to  see  the  advantages  they 
would  obtain,  or  have  a  rooted  objection  to 
seeing  other  than  their  own  men  treading  the 
land.  Instances  are  known,  however,  of 
farmers  who  have  found  that  the  improve- 
ment of  their  land  has  been  so  great  that  had 
they  paid  a  trifle  for  the  birds  to  run  over 
their  land,  instead  of  being  paid,  they  would 
have  been  justified  in  the  expenditure.  With 
wider  experience  of  the  system  its  extension 
may  be  anticipated,  but  where  farmers  them- 
selves intend  to  take  up  poultry  keeping  on  a 
fairly  large  scale  they  are  less  likely  to  agree 
to  others  occupying  their  land,  unless  they 
have  a  much  greater  acreage  than  they  can 
hope  to  stock. 

In  the  districts  where  the  system  here 
referred  to  has  found  acceptance  the  land  is 
chiefly  pasture,  used  for  the  feeding  of  horses 
or  of  milk  cows,  and  the  poultry  keepers  are 
usually  operatives,  without  land  of  their  own, 
or  with  only  a  small  plot.  It  Is  finding  accept- 
ance, however,  among  poultry  breeders  who 
have  a  few  acres  of  land,  but  who  desire 
to  extend  their  operations.  Such  exension 
becomes  possible  where  they  are  able  to  make 
arrangements  with  farmers  for  their  birds  to 
run  over  fields  either  all  the  year,  or  for  fixed 
periods.  On  pasture  laud  and  in  orchards 
there  need  be  no  limitation  of  time;  where 
meadows  are  cropped  for  hay  the  fowls  need 
only  be  removed  ten  weeks  before  cutting; 
but  in  corn  or  root  growing  areas  it  may  be 
difficult  to  obtain  permission  until  harvest  is 
over,  though  experience  has  shown  that  the 
time  can  be  greatly  extended  without  any 
harm  resulting.  Farmers,  however,  can 
hardly  be  expected  to  take  the  risk,  if  risk 
there  be,  with  stock  not  their  own,  whatever 
they  may  do  when  the  fowls  are  owned  by 
them. 


EGG  RECORDsK.'.'SKlii 


The  terms  commonly  arranged  between 
farmer  and  poultry  keeper  are  that  the  latter 
shall  pay  a  rent  for  the  privilege  accorded 
him,  varying  iu  accordance  with  the  local  con- 
ditions. As  much  as  10s.  per  acre  per  annum 
has  been  known  to  be  paid,  but  that  was  by  a 
breeder  of  high  class  stock.  A  more  general 
rate  is  2s.  per  acre,  or  10s.  per  house  per 
annum,  the  latter  not  to  contain  more  than 
twenty-five  fowls.  In  either  case  the  number 
of  birds  per  acre  should  be  strictly  restricted. 
On  permanent  pasture  where  other  stock  are 
kept  the  number  should  not  exceed  four  or 
five  per  acre;  but  on  meadows  cut  for  hay  or 
arable  land  ten  to  fifteen  fowls  per  acre  can  be 
kept  quite  safely.  The  more  kept,  within 
reasonable  limits,  the  better  for  the  farmer,  as 
he  is  securing  a  greater  amount  of  manure. 
The  arrangement  made  provides  that  the 
houses  shall  be  moved  about  in  accordance 
with  the  instructions  of  the  farmer,  and  in 


order  to  prevent  injury  to  the  herbage  the 
removal  should  be  twice  or  three  times  per 
week.  Hence  the  use  of  small  portable  houses 
is  essential.  If  permanent  houses  were  placed 
on  the  fields  the  grass  therein  and  immediately 
around  would  be  useless  or  killed,  and  there 
would  not  be  that  wide  distribution  of  manure 
which  yields  the  best  results.  On  the  other 
hand  the  poultry  keeper  must  have  access  to 
the  fields  for  the  purpose  of  his  work.  He 
gains  not  merely  by  extension  of  his  operations 
but  by  the  fact  that  the  more  widely  his  fowls 
are  distributed  the  healthier  they  will  be,  and 
the  less  they  will  cost  to  feed,  as  they  obtain  a 
great  amount  of  natural  food,  especially  where 
the  land  is  fresh  and  kept  in  good  heart. 
Should  the  farmer  who  has  entered  into  such 
an  arrangement  have  arable  land  available,  it 
would  be  mutually  advantageous  if  the  houses 
are  placed  thereon  when  plowing  Is  taking 
place,  for  the  birds  would  clean  the  land,  and 
by  their  activity  improve  its  condition,  whilst 
the  poultry  keeper  would  find  bis  fowls  cost 
him  a  much  less  sum  for  food  than  where  they 
are  kept  on  pasture  land.  It  is  thought  that  a 
trial  of  the  system  which  has  succeeded  so 
well  in  the  north  of  England  would  prove 
equally  beneficial  in  the  corn  countries  where 
larger  farms  prevail. 


Assuming  that  this  dual  system  of  poultry 
keeping,  as  it  may  be  termed,  is  satisfactory 
to  the  farmer  and  yields  him  good  returns,  it 
Is  certain  that  it  is  likely  to  be  satisfactory  to 
the  poultry  breeder  who  has  the  advantage  of 
a  large  area  of  land  without  the  responsibility 
of  cultivating  it,  and  at  a  small  rent.  Some  of 
those  who  are  taking  up  aviculture  have  had 
no  practical  experience  in  the  cultivation  or 
cropping  of  land,  and  for  a  time  at  least  are 
unlikely  to  be  able  to  turn  it  to  the  best 
account  or  to  obtain  from  it  the  largest  returns, 
as  it  is  important  to  remember  that  unless  the 
manure  given  to  the  soil  is  utilized  it  becomes 
a  danger  as  well  as  a  loss.  With  a  compara- 
tively small  acreage,  chiefly  used  for  keeping 
the  breeding  stock  and  for  chickens  during 
their  earliest  stages  of  growth,  operations 
under  the  system  described  above  can  be  con- 
ducted upon  a  more  extensive  scale,  especially 
where  the  laying  hens  and  older  chickens  can 
be  scattered  about  in  the  way  described.  The 
care  of  the  fields  will  be  no  part  of  the  poultry 
keeper's  work,  nor  will  rent  bulk  largely  iu 
his  balance  sheets,  and  he  can  more  fully 
devote  himself  to  the  industry  with  a  greater 
amount  of  success.  He  will  not  meet  with  the 
temptation,  which  has  led  to  the  failure  of  so 
many,  to  overstock  his  own  land  as  it  Is  to  his 
interest  and  profit  to  utilize  to  the  fullest 
extent  the  land  thus  placed  at  his  disposal. — 
E.  Brown,  in  Journal  of  the  Board  oj 
Agriculture,  (Eng.) 


eo>npleie,25c.  11.  A.  KUHNS,  Bo 


You  can  Raise  All  your 
Chicks  in  this  Brooder 

Tour  success  and  profits  in  poultry  culture  depend  alto- 
gether on  the  chicks  you  raise.  You  may  be  unusually  suc- 
cessful in  obtaining  big  hatches,  but  what  does  that  profit 
you  if  you  fail  to  raise  them  to  marketable  maturity? 

Have  you  ever  figured  out  how  much  you  lose  every  year 
in  the  loss  of  young  chicks  during  the  brooding  stage? 

Count  your  time,  labor,  eggs  and  oil  if  hatched  in  an 
incubator  and  it  amounts  to  quite  a  sum  at  the  end  of  the 
season.  But  that  is  not  all — you  lose  whatever  profit  you 
could  have  made  upon  each  chick  that  dies  prematurely  had 
you  been  able  to  raise  it  to  marketable  maturity. 

You  no  doubt  realize  all  this  and  have  hoped  that  some 
one  some  day  would  put  upon  the  market  a  brooder  that 
would  enable  you  to  stop  this  discouraging  and  common  loss. 

That  hope  has  been  realized,  and  right  here  is  that  kind 
of  a  brooder.  A  brooder  so  correct  in  its  principles  of  con- 
struction; so  wide  in  its  range  of  adaptation,  and  so  perfect  in 
its  arrangement  that  there  is  not  one  chance  in  one  hundred 
for  a  chick  properly  hatched  to  die. 

That  may  seem  like  "claiming"  a  good  deal,  but  we  have 
the  machine  and  the  proof  to  back  it  up. 

For  twenty  years  we  have  been  making  brooders  and  in 
all  that  time  we  have  never  produced  until  now,  anything 
which  has  proven  so  practical,  so  completely  successful  for 
outdoor  purposes  as  our  new  Combination  Co'lony  Brooder 


The  New  Prairie  State 

COMBINATION  COLONY  BROODER 

is  a  decided  improvement  in  brooder  building.  It  is  different 
from  any  other — has  new  points  that  you  will  recognize  are 
winners.  It  is  made  not  only  to  meet  every  condition  of 
climate  and  weather,  but  every  condition  of  growth  and  de- 
velopment of  the  chicks. 

Under  the  most  severe  tests  we  could  possibly  give  it  of 
storm  and  weather,  it  has  gone  way  beyond  our  highest  ex- 
pectations. The  chicks  thrive  and  develop  so  much  better  and 
faster  that  we  could  not  help  but  feel  very  enthusiastic  over 
it,  and  we  know  you  will,  too,  when  you  know  it  from  the 
same  source  that  we  do — that  is,  from  actual  experience. 

We  have  just  issued  an  advance  Special  Brooder  Circular 
which  tells  all  about  it,  and  all  the  other  New  Prairie  State 
Brooders  we  are  going  to  offer  the  poultry  people  this  year. 
It  gives  photographic  illustrations  of  them — shows  the  inside 
and  the  outside  construction  and  the  plans'  of  arrangements 
in  detail.  Tou  ought  to  send  for  one  of  these  circulars.  You 
will  be  surprised  at  the  many  new  and  advantageous  points 
these  new  brooders  possess. 

Here  is  the  solution  to  the  greatest  problem  the  poultry- 
man  has  had  to  contend  with.  We  have  spent  years  in  solving 
it  for  you  and  all  we  ask  is  a  careful  consideration  of  our 
efforts.  The  evidence  of  the  real  merit  of  the  New  Prairie 
State  Brooders  is  apparent  in  the  machines. 

You  will  regret  it  if  you  fail  to  send  for  this  brooder  cir- 
cular.   It  is  free. 

Prairie  State  Incubator  Co.,  Box  479,  Homer  City,  Pa. 


To  say,  when  writing  Advertisers,    SAW  AD,  IN  FARn-POULTRY,"  will  benefit  you— please  them  — and  help  ws, 


1905 


Farm-Poi  iltry 


36  l 


THE  MARK  AND  THE  MOTTO 

The  Recollection  of  Quality 
Remains  Long  After 
The  Price  is  Forgotten" 


Trade  Mark  Registered. 


The  difference  in  worth  between  a 
good  tool  and  a  poor  one  is  always 
more  than  the  difference  in  cost. 
Counting  the  time  wasted  in  constant 
sharpening  and  the  short  life  of  Infer- 
ior tools,  a  poor  tool  is  really  more  ex- 
pensive than  a  good  one. 

Whenever  you  need  a  tool  of  any  kind, 
It  will  pay  you  to  buy  the  Keen  Kutter 
brand,  and  have  the  best.  All  kinds  of 
tools  are  made  under  this  name,  and  every 
kind  represents  the  very  highest  quality  of 
material,  workmanship  and  finish. 

mn 


mm 


tools  have  been  the  standard  of  America  for  36  years 
and  are  the  only  complete  line  of  tools  ever  to  re- 
ceive an  award  at  a  great  exposition — the  Keen  Kut- 
ter linelbeing  awarded  tho  Grand  Prize  at  the  St. 

Louis.Fajri  .■  "  "  ~   

Following  are  sdmcTof  the  kinds  of  tools  made  under  the 
Keen  Kutter  Brand:  ' Axes,  Adzes,  Hammers,  Hatchets, Chisels, 
Screw  Drivers,  AugenBits,  Flies,  Planes,  Draw  Knives,  Saws, 
Tool  Cabinets,  Scythes,  Hay  Knives,  Grass  Kooks,  Brush  Hooks, 
Corn  Knives,  Trowels,  Pruning  Shears,  Tinners'  Snips,  Scissors,  Eye 
Hoes,  Shears,  Hair  Clippers,  Horse  Shears,  Razors,  etc.,  and  knives  of 
all  kinds. 

If  your  dealer  doesn't  keep  Keen  Kutter  Tools  write  us  and  we  will  see 
that  you  are  supplied. 

SIMMONS  HARDWARE  COMPANY, 


St.  Louis,  U.  S.  A. 
298  Broadway,  New  York. 


Send  for 
Tool  Booklet 


HARKET 

BOSTON. 

[From  Boston  Produce  Market  Report,  July  20,  1905). 

Egg>. 

Receipts  for  six  Jays.  2S.41S  oases;  same  week  last 
year,  15.50$ cases ;  previous  six  days,  17.154  cases;  since 
April  I,  tSl.523 cases:  same  time  last  year. 536,270 cases. 
Receipts  bave  been  considerably  larger  tban  last 
week,  but  a  smaller  proportion  have  been  choice 
fresh  and  free  from  heat,  and  prices  for  such  stock 
show  considerable  improvement.  I.ate  sales  of 
fancy  Mich,  and  northwestern  have  beeu  at  ISc.,  with 
best  marks  of  other  western  firm  at  17c.  Off  grades 
have  been  in  full  supply  and  generally  dull  at  l-KalGc. 
as  to  quality  and  condition.  Dirties  range  from  Wo 
13c.  Fancy  hennery  and  extra  eastern  in  light  suppl 


and  firm. 

Quotations  at  Mark. 

Fancy  hennery*...  24. .(325 

lie,  Vt..  and  X.  H. extras  21..  a-*? 

Tori;  slate  19..@21 

Me„Vt„  and  X.  H.,  common  to  good  16.  .@18 

Mich.. and  northwestern  fancy  1S..@ 

I !.■!..  Ills.,  and  X.Ohio,  best  marks   17.. @ 

Other  choice  western  161  .@ 

Western,  fair  to  good   14..@16 

Western  dirties   ll..@13 

Dressed  Poultry. 

Receipts  six  days,  2,778  pkgs. ;  same  time  last  year. 


1,216  pkgs.  Receipts  figure  up  considerably  larger 
than  last  week,  but  Include  a  considerable  quantity 
of  frozen  stock.  Western  iced  fowls  have  been  id 
rather  light  supply  all  the  week,  and  choice  marks  iD 
steady  demand,  with  most  sales  al  14c.  Western 
broilers  hare  beeu  plenty,  lower  and  dull.  Since 
Monday  best  marks  have  been  selling  slowly  at  15@ 
16c.  Old  cocks  hold  steady  at  10c. 

Choice  eastern  fowls  have  been  in  steady  demand  at 
15c.  Green  ducks  have  been  in  light  demand,  and  at 
the  close  are  not  quotable  at  over  17c.  Nearby  broil- 
ers in  liberal  supply,  and  selling  at  easy  prices. 
Fresh  Killed  Xortliern  and  Kastern— 


Fowls,  choice   15..'? 

Fowls,  common  to  good   13..@14 

Green  docks, 9  lb..  17.. @ 

Nearby  Broilers— 

Choice  31  to  4 lbs.  to  pair,  91b  1S..@ 

Fair  to  good  light  weights  ?  lb  15..@17 

Pigeons,  choice,  ?  doz  SI  75.  .i§Sl  90 

Pigeons,  common  to  good  1  00.  .@  1  50 

Squabs,  ?  doz   2  00. .%  2  50 

Western  Ice  Packed- 
Turkeys,  common  to  good  ¥  lb  18..@19 

Fowls,  choice  western  ?  Ib  fa  14 

Fowls,  choice  southwestern   (&13*. 

Fowls,  common  to  good  12..@13 

Broilers, 3  to 4 lbs.  to  pair,?  Ib  15..@I6 

Broilers,  light  weight,  ?  lb  13. .@14 

Old  cocks,  ?  lb  @10 


Live  Poultry. 

Fowls  have  been  in  moderate  supply  and  steady 
demand  at  13c.  Receipts  of  chickens  have  been 
liberal  and  choice  2  lbs.  and  over  have  been  selling 
fairly  at  15(gl6c.  Lightweights  are  not  wanted,  and 


are  hard  to  sell  at  any  price. 

Fowls,  ?  Ib   13. .® 

Roosters,  ?  Ib   8..@ 

Spring  chickens,  2  lbs.  and  over.  ?  lb  15..@16 


NEW  YORK. 
[From  The  Producers'  Price  Current,  July  20,  1905]. 

Eggs. 

Receipts  today,  14.093  cases;  last  six  days,  79,788; 
previous  six  days.  69.644.  Arrivals  continue  liberal, 
but  there  is  but  a  small  proportion  of  really  fancy- 
stock,  and  for  such  the  demand  exceeds  the  supply. 
The  few  lots  of  closely  candled  northwestern  that 
show  a  good  proportion  of  heat  free  eggs  sell 
promptly  at  19@19Jc,  with  rare  sales  even  a  shade 
higher;  but  this  quality  is  very  exceptional.  Most 
receivers  get  nothing  for  which  a  range  of  17Jral8c. 
can  be  exceeded,  and  there  is  a  large  quantity  of 
stock  from  central  and  southerly  western  points 
offering  at  16<&17c.,  with  a  good  many  seriously  healed 
lots  selling  at  lower  prices.  A  few  refrigerator  eggs 
are  being  taken  out  to  supply  deficiency  in  high 
grades,  but  some  of  the  cheaper  qualities  are  going 
in.  and  there  is  no  net  reduction  in  our  heavy  refrig- 
erator reserves. 

X.  Y.  Mercantile  Exchange  Official  Quotations. 


Fresh  gathered. extras,  ?  doz  @22 

Nearby  fresh  gathered,  firsts  to  extra  firsts  18.  .@19J 

Western  fresh  gathered  extra  firsts  19..@19J 

Western  fresh  gathered  firsts  17J.@18 

Western  fresh  gathered  seconds  151. @16 

Western  fresh  gathered  thirds  13i.@141 

Kentucky  and  Tenu.  fresh  gathered  thirds.. IS. .@I4 

Western  and  southern  inferior  S..(al2 

Western  dirties  Xo.  1  @13i 

Western  dirties  Xo.2  10..@12 

Checked  eggs  8.  -@11 

Dressed  Poultry. 


Receipts  today,  1.281  pkgs.;  last  six  days. 5.917;  pre- 
vious six  days,  6,432;  corresponding  six  days  last 
year, 8,295.  Supplies  of  fresh  killed  fowls  continue 
light,  and  with  a  good  demand  the  market  is  cleaning 
op  closely  at  firm  price',  w  ith  holders  refusing  to  sell 
fowls  alone  without  chickens  except  at  a  premium. 
Spring  chickens  continue  plenty, and  a  considerable 
quantity  still  to  come  In;  but  at  the  comparatively 
low  prices  rifling,  buyers  are  taking  hold  a  little 
beiter.and  receivers  In  hopes  of  cleaning  up  without 
further  reduction  in  prices.  Quality  shows  little  if 
any  improvement,  the  bulk  of  the  chickens  running 
small,  rarely  over  3  lbs. average  to  the  pair,  and  the 
bulk  smaller,  and  selected  large  3$  to  4  lbs,  average  to 


REVIEW. 

the  pair  command  a  premium.  Spring  ducks  in  lib- 
eral supply,  but  in  good  speculative  demand  for 
freezing,  which  holds  prices  about  steady.  Large 
squabs  firm,  but  small  slow  aud  irregular, 
resh  Killed— Iced 

Turkeys,  western,  average  best  17.  .(ft 

Turkeys,  western,  mixed,  fair  to  good  15.  ,@1G 

Turkeys,  western,  poor  ?lb   13..@14 

riiila..  broilers.Si  to  4  lbs.  to  pair,  per  lb...21..@23 
Penna., broilers, 3} to  4 lbs.  to  pair,?  Ib...,17..@18 

Penua.  broilers,  under  8 lbs.  to  pair  I4..@16 

Western  broilers,  dry  picked,  3$  lbs.  aud 

over  to  pair   @16 

Western  broilers,  dry  picked,  under  3  lbs. 

to  pair  13,.@15 

Western  broilers,  scalded  3J  lbs.  and  over  to 

pair,  ?  lb   @15 

Western  broilers,  under  3 lbs.  to  pair, ?lb,13. .@14 

Sou  them  broilers,  scalded  ,  ?  i  b  13.  .@14 

Fowls,  northern  lmlM  111.,  and  Iowa  dry 

picked   @14 

Fowls,  southern  Ind. and  111., dry  picked  ...  @13| 
Fowls,  other  southwestern  and  southern, 

dry  picked   @13J 

Fowls,  western,  scalded,  medium  size   @13l 

Fowls,  southern  aud  southwestern. scalded  .  "13 

Fowls,  poor  to  fair,  ?  lb  10.  .@12J 

Old  cocks,?lb  9..@  94 

Ducks,  spring.  L.  I.  and  eastern,  ?  lb  @17 

Ducks,  spring.  Pa.  and  Va..?lb...  16..@17 

Ducks,  spring,  western.  ?  Ib  10..@12 

Squabs,  white,  prime,  large  ?  doz  S2  50@ 

Squabs,  mixed,  ?  doz  212@$225 

Squabs,  dark.  ?  doz  1  50®  1  62 

Live  Poultry. 

Including  2  cars  handled  yesterday  and  not  before 
reported,  receipts  foot  up  4  cars  of  western.  1  car  of 
southwestern, and  2  cars  of  southern  by  freight,  and 
a  few  scattering  coops  by  express.  Fowls  and  roost- 
ers in  fair  demand,  and  cleaning  up  at  about  steady 
prices.  Spring  chickens  only  moderately  active,  and 
quite  a  little  accumulation  in  dealers' bauds,  though 
prices  held  about  steady.  Other  live  poultry  un- 
changed. 

Spring  chickens,  western,  ?  II  @  15 

Spring  chickens,  southern  and  south- 
western, f(  lb  @  14 

Fowls,  western,  ?  Ib  @  14J 

Roosters,  western,  old,  ?  lb  @  91 

Turkeys,  old,  ?  lb  @  14J 

Ducks,  western,  average.  ?  pair  70.  .@  80 

Ducks,  southern,  average.  ?  pair  60.  ,@  65 

Ducks,  spring,  ?.  pair  @  40 

Geese,  western,  average,  ?  pair         .$1  00.  /g,$l  25 

Geese,  southern,  average,  ?  pair  (5)  1  00 

Pigeons,  ?pair  @  20 

PHILADELPHIA. 

[From  official  market  report  of  the  Philadelphia 
Produce  Exchange,  July  21. 1905], 

Eggs.— Receipts  today,  3.877  crates.  There  is  very 
little  change  in  this  market.  Receipts  are  largely  of 
more  or  less  heated  stock,  on  which  prices  cover  a 
wide  range;  but  there  is  a  good  demand  at  outside 
rates  for  all  really  choice  stock,  supplies  of  which  are 


closely  sold  up. 

Pa.  and  nearby,  firsts,  at  mark   @17l 

Pa.  and  nearby,  seconds  at  mark  14i.»>r> 

Western,  extra,  at  mark   @19 

Western,  firsts,  at  mark   @18 

Western,  seconds  at  mark  131.@15 

Southwestern,  firsts,  at  mark   @16 

Southern,  firsts,  at  mar  k   @14i 


Dressed  Poultry.— Fowls  arc  firm,  with  a  further 
hardening  tendency,  due  to  very  light  receipts  and  a 
good  demand.  Spring  chickens  are  in  fairly  liberal 
Bupply,  but  there  is  a  good  outlet  for  choice  heavy 
stock,  prices  of  which  are  steady.  Undersized  stock 


is  quiet  and  easy. 

Fresh  Killed  Poultry. 

Fowls,  choice   (3!14J 

Fowls,  fair  to  good  YH.riU 

Old  roosters   9,.@  9i 

Broiling  chickens,  nearby,  weighing  2  lbs. 

apiece  20.  .(5)22 

Broiling  chickens,  nearby,  smaller  sizes  17.  .@19 

Broiling  chickens,  western,  weighing  2  lbs. 

apiece  17..@18 

Broiling  chickens,  western,  smaller  sizes  14.  .@16 

Squabs,  white,  ?  dozen  82  00@$2  25 

Squabs,  dark.  ?  dozen  :..  125(5)  150 


Live  Poultry. —  The  market  for  fowls  is  steady, 
with  demand  equal  to  the  offerings  of  desirable  stock. 
Spring  chickens  are  in  moderate  supply  and  firm,  with 


a  good  demand. 

Fowls,  hens,  small   15. .® 

Fowls,  hens,  large   @14| 

Old  roosters  91.(5)10 

Spring  chickens,  as  to  size  andquality   .17 

Ducks,  old  1U.@12 

Bucks,  spring  1  »..@13 

Pigeons, old,?  pair  25..@30 

Pigeons,  young,  ?  pair  15.  ,@20 


Uneven  Growth  of  Chicks. 

Editor  PaRM-PODXTBY :  —  I  have  hail  an 


unusual  experience  with  chicks  this  spring  In 
the  uneven  growth  of  chicks  hatched.  Some 
would,  while  eating  well  and  apparently 
healthy,  not  seem  to  grow  at  all,  and  after  a 
longer  or  shorter  time  die.  This  has  been  not 
only  with  my  own  stock,  but  also  from  egirs 
purchased  from  two  other  breeders  of  good 
repute.  Have  other  of  your  readers  bad  like 
experience?  H.  M.  R. 


Trying  House  Experiments. 

Editor  Fahm-Poi  ltry  :— I  am  much  Inter- 
ested In  the  course  of  lessons;  also  in  the  cold 
hou9e  controversy.  I  bave  read  somewhere 
that  for  layers  the  temperature  must  not  fall 
below  freezing. 

I  built  a  house  after  the  plan  of  Dr.  Bricault, 
of  Andover,  Mass.,  omiitiDg  the  quilt,  and 
placing  the  tar  paper  next  Ibe  studding.  I 
hung  a  burlap  curtain  in  front  of  the  roosts  on 
real  cold  nights,  and  made  good  use  of  the 
upper  door.  Some  nights  the  temperature 
went  to  8  and  10  degrees  below  zero,  or  was 
there  when  I  went  out  in  the  morning,  and 
outdoors  it  was  15  to  20  degrees  colder.  I  bad 
75  pullets  and  5  hens  in  two  pens,  and  sur- 
prised the  farmers,  although  I  didn't  do  much 
in  the  way  of  a  record.  1  got  a  life  yield  in 
December,  30%  in  January,  and  31%  in 
February.  E.  C.  Willard. 

Mankato,  Minn. 


Not  many  poultry  keepers  did  better  tbsu 
that  In  eggs  last  winter  in  any  kind  of  house. 
H  really  does  not  need  the  experiments  of 
today  to  demonstrate  that  there  may  be  good 
laying  in  every  cold  bouse,  and  that  therefore 
low  temperature  is  not  in  itself  prohibitive  of 
egg  production. 
•  I  can  remember  very  well  how  in  northern 
Illinois  (not  quite  as  cold  as  Minnesota,  yet  I 
have  seen  40  degrees  below  zero  there)  we 
had  bens  laying  quite  as  well  as  hens  ever  laid 
in  warm  houses,  in  houses  so  cold  that  eggs 
had  to  be  gathered  every  hour  or  so  through 
the  day  to  prevent  their  freezing  in  the  nest*. 
Indeed  I  am  not  able  to  see  that  the  propor- 
tion of  good  laying  flocks  is  very  much  differ- 
ent now  from  w  bat  it  was  then.  There  was 
the  game  variety  in  results,  indicating  very 
plainly  that  temperature  was  not  a  controlling 
factor. 


To  say,  when  writing  advertisers,  "SAW  AD.  IN  FARM-POULTRY,"  will  benefit  yeu  —  please  them  —  and  help  us. 
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5 HOWS  TO  OCCUR. 


Secretaries  of  Shows  are  Requested  to  Note  Errors 
or  Omissions,  and  Notify  Us  With  Correction 
of  Same. 


The  name  of  the  city  where  a  show  ii  held  printed  in  full  faced  type  indicates  that  arraiigenients  fur  publi- 
cation o/  awards  in  this  paper  have  been  made. 

To  Secretaries  of  Poultry  Associations: — 

We  desire  to  have  the  1  is t  of  poultry  show  dales  published  In  this  paper  complete  and  correct  in  every  par- 
ticular. 1 1  is  as  much  to  your  interest  as  to  ours  that  it  should  be  so.  Copies  of  each  issue  in  which 
the  list  appears  will  be  seat  to  all  secretaries  of  associations,  and  we  urgently  request  secretaries  to 
note  any  error  or  omission  and  furnish  correction  promptly.  Especially  do  we  request  that  in  case  of 
a  change  of  dates  or  in  case  a  projected  show  is  abandoned  notice  be  sent  us  promptly. 

To  Our  Readers: — 

Readers  of  the  paper  who  are  members  of  associations,  who  may  note  errors  in  regard  to  shows  in  which 
they  are  interested  are  requested  to  have  the  correction  furnished  us  by  the  secretary  or  other  author- 
ized officer  of  the  association.   We  cannot  make  corrections  on  unofficial  information. 

To  All  Poultry  Fanciers  and  Exhibitors- — 

Again,  as  in  the  Iastfe-w  years,  Faioi- Poultry  will  publish  lists  of  poultry  awards  in  full  for  all  associa- 
tions complying  with  the  reasonable  and  advantageous  conditions  we  offer.  Name  of  shows  of  associa- 
tions accepting  our  proposition  are  printed  in  fall  faced  type  when  notice  to  that  effect  is  sent  us 
Persons  interested  In  shows  not  thus  marked,  and,  desiring  to  have  awards  for  same  published  in  this 
paper  should  not  write  lo  us  about  the  matter,  but  should  bring  it  to  the  notice  of  iheir  association. 
Our  proposition  is  made  to  all  alike,  is  fair  and  generous;  it  speaks  for  itself.  We  have  neither  time 
nor.lnclination  to  urge  it  on  associations  which  are  indifferent  to  it,  or  to  follow  up  the  matter  with 
secretaries  who  fail  to  present  it  to  their  association. 

THIS  IS  OUR  OFFER: 

To  every  Show  _  Association  accepting  the  conditions  stated  below, 
we  will  give  five  (5)  full  year  subscriptions  to  Farm-Poultry  to  be  awarded 
as  special  premiums  on  poultry  as  the  managers  of  the  show  may  decide, 
and  we  will  publish  the  poultry  winnings  at  their  show  in  full. 

THE  CONDITIONS: 

Lists  of  awards  to  be  sent  us  promptly  after  the  show  on  the  blanks 
we  provide  for  that  purpose,  and  to  have  appended  lists  of  names  and 
addresses  of  the  exhibitors  not  winning  prizes. 

Advertisement  of  FARM-POULTRY,  the  conspicuous  feature  of 
which  is  the  simple  statement  that  awards  will  be  'published  in  FARM- 
POULTRY,  to  be  inserted  in  the  premium  list.  Associations  generally 
give  our  ad.  a  page  or  half-page  in  the  premium  list,  according  to  size  of 
page  and  space  available,  to  be  inserted  in  the  premium  list  in  good  posi- 
tion a-nd  with  good  margin  of  white  space  all  around  it. 


New  England  States. 


Nov 
Nov 


Dec 
Dec 


Dec 
Dec 
Dec 

Dec. 
Dec 
Dec. 


Dec. 

.J;ui. 

Jau: 
Jan. 
Jau. 

Jau/ 


Aui 
All; 
Auj 

Sept 

Sept. 

Sept 
Sept 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept 

Oct. 
Nov 


21  —  24.  West  Haven,  Ci.    David  Nichols  and 
D.  J.  Lambert.  Judges.    K.  J.  Crawford,  Sec'y. 
.22—25.    Holynke,  Mass.    Felch,  Badou.  Shove, 
fierce,  aud  Orangle.,  judges.  Geo.  Harnett,  J  r.. 
Secy. 

.30  — Dec.  2.  Danbury,  Ot.    Nichols,  Dreven- 
stedt,  aud  Card,  Judges.  C;  H.  lirundage,  Sec'y. 
.  4—9.  Spriogfleld,  Mass.  E.  S.  Evans,  Sec'y. 
.5  —  6.    Easthanipton,   Mass.    D.  J.  Lambert,. 
Judge.  W.B. Dairy,  Sec'y. 
5—8.  Leominster,  Mass.  W.  B.  Atlierion,  Ran- 
dolph, D.  P.  Shove,  Fall  River,  A.  0.  Hawkins, 
Lancaster,  and  J,  H.  Woodward,  Judges.   L.  1>. 
Mudgett,  Sec'y. 

5—9.  Providence,  R.  I.  \V.  J.  Brown,  Sec'y. 
12-14.  Milford,  .Mass.  J.  P.  Iiemick, Sec'y. 
12—14.    Falmouth,  Mass.    I.  K.  Felch,  Judge. 
R.  E.  Small,  sec'y. 

12—15.  Essex  Co.,  Mass.  Mr.  Elliott,  Sec'y. 

18-  23.  Concord,  N.  H.  II.  C.  Shaw,  Sec'y. 

19—  22.  Winsted,  Ct..  Score  Card  Exhibit.  W. 
R.  (jraves,  Springfield,  llalslead  Scildder,  Glen 
Head,  R.  I.,  W.H.Card,  Bristol,  Conn..  Judges. 
L.  C.  Capewell,  Sec'y. 

26—29.  Meriden,  Ct.  J.  H.  Drevenstcdt,  Judge. 
W.  H.  Baldwin,  Sec'y. 

1—4.   Wallingford,  Ct.    Wm.  J.  Ilogan,  Sec'y. 
9—12.  Middletown,Ct.  W.  J.  Keift,  Sec'y. 
9.-12.  Peterboro,  N.  H.  F.  G.  Field,  Sec'y. 
16  — 19.  Dalton.  Mass.    I.  K.  Felch.  Natick, 
Judge.   W.  II.  Griswold,  Sec'y. 
24—26.  Pittsfleld,  Mass.  R.  T.  Kent,  Sec'y. 

Middle  States. 

.22—25.  Rockville,  Mil.  Calvin  Hicks,  Supt. 
.22—25.  Cortland,  N.  Y.   W.  J. Greeunian,  Sec'y. 
.29-Sept.  1.  Ballston  Lake,  N.  Y.    N.  V.  Wit- 
beck,  Sec'y. 


4—  7.  Johnstown,  N.  Y. 
iner.  Judges. 

5—  8.  Brookville,  Pa. 
F.  B.  Henderson,  Sec'y. 

.  5—9.   Cambridge,  N.  Y. 

11—16.  Syracuse,  N.  Y\ 
.  12—15 
.  19—22 


Drovenstedl  ami  Zhn- 


II.  A.   Euiinel,  Judge. 


Andrew  lliddell, Sec'y. 
S.  C.  Shaver,  Sec'y. 
Greene,  N.  Y.  C.  Winslon,  Sec'y. 
Alleutown,  1'a.   Harry  Scliall,  Sec'y. 


.26  —  29.  Pougllkeepsie,  N.  Y.  Zinimer  and 
Drevenstedt,  Judges.  J.  M.  Booth.  Sec'y. 
10—13.  Hagerstown,  Md.  J.  Frank  Spolir,  Sup't. 
,20—25.  Gloversville,  N.  Y.  Stanton,  Zimmer, 
and  Drevenstedt,  Judges.'  Jacob  N.  Bluuck, 
Sec'y. 

Dec. 5— S.   Walden.  N.Y.  J.  H.  Drevenstedt,  Judge. 

H.  W.  Millspaugh,  Sec'y. 
Dec.a— 9.  Wilkesbarre,  Pa.  D.  T.  Miller.  Sec'y. 
Dec.  6— 8.  Paterson,  N.  J.  .Jas.  Handtord,  Sec'y* 
Dec.  13— 15.    Kingston,  N.  Y.    J.  H.  Drevenstedt, 

Judge.  F. K.  Miller,  Sec'y. 
Dec.  13-16.  Blandon.Pa.  E.  G.  Wilkinson.  Sec'y. 
Dec. 14— 16.   Rutherford,  N.J.  E.  J.  Irwin,  Sec'y. 
Dec.lS— 23.  Hazelton.  Pa.  J.  E.  Anderson,  Sec'y. 
Dec.  19— 23.  Mohnsvi'lle,  Ta.  J.  H.  Fichthoru,  Sec'y. 
Dec.  27— 30.  East  Greenville,  Pa.    Theo.  Wittman, 

Judge.  C.  A.  Mack,  Sec'y.  * 
Jan. 2-6.  New  York,  N .  Y.  H.  V.  Crawford,  Mont- 

clair,  N.  J.,  See'y. 
Jan.  3— 6.   Point  Marion,  Pa.   II.  ('.  Davis,  Sec'y. 
Jan.  22— 25.  Salamanca,  N.  Y.  C.  H.  Miller,  Jr.,  Sec'y. 


Feb.  19  — 24.  Pittsburgh,  Pa.    McCtave.  BiiUeHicld, 
and  Brown,  Judges.  G.  C.Suteh,  Sec'y. 

Southern  States. 

Oct.  17  — 21.  Atlanta,  Ga.  J.  H.  Drevenstedt,  Judge. 

Frank  Weldon,  Sec'y. 
Nov.  23— 25.   Warsaw,  Ky.  O.  A.  Bogardus,  Sec'y. 
Dec.  6— 13.  Charleston.  S.  C.  J.  McCarthy,  Sec'y. 
Dec.  12— 15.   Monroe,  N.  C.  Marshall,  Judge.    T.  F. 

Dillon,  Sec'y. 

Dec.  20-22.  Clarksburg,  W.Va.  T.  E.  Orr,  Judge. 

W.  H.  Lewis,  Sec'y. 
Jan.  S— 12.  Augusta,  Ga.    J.  W.  Killingsworth,  Sec'y. 
Jan.  1C— 20.  Charlotte,  N.  C.  H.  B.  Schwab,  Judge. 

W.  B.  Alexander,  Sec'}'. 

Near  West  States. 

Sept.  5—8.  Northeastern  Industrial  Fair,  Flint,  Mich. 

E.  G.  Rust,  Sec'y. 
Sept.  11— 15.  Indianapolis,  Ind.  Chas.  Downing,  Sec'y. 
Nov. 20—  22.    Newton  Falls,  Ohio.    Ira  C.  Keller, 

Judge.   C.  H.  Ileruer,  Sec'y-treas. 
Nov.  23— 25.  Warsaw,  III.  W.  S.  Russell,  Judge.  Paul 

Heise,  Sec'y. 

Nov.30-Dec.3.  Jackson.  Mich.  L.  H.  Hill,  Sec'y. 

Frank  Heck,  and  Frank  Travis,  Judges. 
Dec.  11- 16.   Dwight.  III.  Ben.  Meyers,  Judge.  II. 

A.  Wood,  Sec'y. 
Dec.  11— 16.  Oconomowoc,  Wis.  Dr.  H.  J.  Larson. 

Sec'y. 

Dec.  11— 16.    Sebring.  Ohio. 

M.  -J .  Sleveus,  Sec'y. 
Dec.  11—16.  Fort  Wayne,  Ind. 

P.  A.  Heller,  Sec'y. 
Dec.  12— 15.  Flint.  Mich.  F.  P.  Wildman.  Sec'y. 
Dec.  lS-23.  Sullivan. "Ind.  II.  E.  Speake.  Sec'y. 
Dec.  IS  — 23.    Himbstadt,  ind.    D.  T.  MacCIement, 

Evana»ille,  Sec'y. 
Dec.  19— 23.  Catlin,  111.  C.  F.  Byerly,  Sec'y. 
Dec. 26  — 31.  Ravenna.  Ohio.    Ben  Meyers,  Judge. 

Harry  Beck,  Sec'y. 
Dec.  27  —  29.   Marietta.  Ohio.   H,  A.  Emmet,  Mars, 

Pa..  Judge.   A.  I.  Spencer,  Parkersburg,  See'y. 
Dee.  27-29.   East  Palestine,  Ohio.   C.  F.  F.arlv,  and 

Phil  Foil,  Judges.   Wm.  Hauglit,  Sec'y. 
Jan.  1—6.   Hamilton,  Ohio.   I.  K.  Felch,  Judge.  A. 

W.  C.  Hoffman,  Sec'y. 
Jan.  1—6.  Eaton.  111.  Theo.  Hewes,  Judge.  O.  II. 

Smith.  Sec'y. 
Jan.  5— 6.  Zion  City,  111.  C.  L.  Greer,  Sec'y. 
Jan.  8— 13.  Evansville.  Ind.  H.  J.  Rcimer,  Sec'y. 
Jan.  9— 12.   Ann  A  rbor.  Mich.   Theo.  Hewes,  and  Jas. 

Tucker,  Judges.  Geo.  R.  Cooper,  Sec'y. 
Jan.  9— 13.  Naperville.  III.  D.  J.  Lambert,  Judge. 

E.  M.  Schwartz,  Sec'y. 

Jan.  9—13.   Findlay,  Ohio.  Phil  Feil,  Judge.  Clark 

Parker,  See'y. 
Jan.  10—13.    Neweomerstown,  Ohio.    Theo.  Hewes, 

Judge.   F.  D.  Mulvane,  Sec'y. 
Jan.  10— 13.  Tiffin.  Ohio.  Chas.  McClave,  Judge.  V. 

Crabtree,  Sec'y. 
Jan.  15-20.   Delavan.  Wis. 

\V.  E.  Peffer,  Sec  y. 
Jau.  15— 20.   Portland.  Ind. 

McFarland.  Sec'y. 
Jan.  15— 20.   Oshkosh,  Wis. 

Frank  W.  Radford,  Sec 
Jau.  16-19.   Lake  Geneva 

F.  M.  Higgins,  Sec'y. 


Ira  C.  Keller,  Judge 
T.  E.  Orr,  Judge 


Tucker  and  Rigg,  Judges. 
S.  B.  Lane,  Judge.  Chas. 
.  McClave,  Judge. 
•Wis.   Wm.  Rigg,  Judge. 


To  Poultry  Owners 

I  want  every  owner  of  poultry  to  know  for  himself 
the  wonderful  properties  of 

CHLORO-NAPTHOLEUM 


DIP 

To  prove  its  value.  I  will  send  you  absolutely  free,  all  charges  prepaid,  a  lull  gallon  can- 
All  you  have  to  do  is  to  write  me,  now,  and  tell  me  how  much  poultry  you  own.  I  do 
not  want  you  to  pay  me  a  penny,  nor  make  any  promises,  except  that  you  will  use 
the  large  sample  freely  for  30  days,  entirely  at  my  expense  and  risk.  If  after  a  thorough 
trial  Chloro-Naptholeum  Dip  proves  itself  the  best  germicide,  insectide  and  disinfect- 
ant you  ever  saw  or  used,  you  can  pay  me  SI. 50  for  the  gallon.  If  it  doesn't  please 
you  in  every  way— doesn't  prove  better  than  you  expected— just  tell  me— your  word  is 
sufficient—  and  I  will  write  you  where  to  send  any  that  is  left,  at  my  expense. 

Surely,  you  couldn't  find  a  fairer  offer  than  this,  and  you  can't  lose  anything  by 
making  the  trial — but  you  can  lose  a  great  deal  by  delaying. 

Chloro-Naptholeum  Dip  raises  your  profits  by  keeping  your  poultry  in  perfect 
health.  It  kills  lice,  cures  roup,  luckaemia.  cholera  and  all  contagious  diseases 
which  attack  poultry.  It  is  more  effective  and  less  expensive  than  anv  home 
remedies,  because  it  is  chemically  perfect  and  accurate— always  successful,  non- 
explosive,  and  cannot  harm  the  smallest  chick. 

Don't  trifle  with  the  condition  of  your  poultry,  but  let  me  prove  for  your  own 
benefit  how  Chloro-Naptholeum  Dip  will  improve  their  breeding  and  laying  Qualities 
by  keeping  them  clean  and  in  good  health. 

Address  rae  personally  today— before  you  forget  It. 

E.  TAUSSIG,  President,  West  Disinfecting  Co.,  29  E.  59th  St.,  N.  Y.  CITY 


Jan.  16-  20.  Cincinnati.  Ohio.  Thos.  J.  Foy,  Sec'y. 
Jan.  22— 26.  I.aCrosse,  Wis.  Theo.  Hewes.  Judge.  II. 

J.  1 1  aim.  Sec'y. 
Jan.  22— 28.  Milwaukee,  Th.  C.G.Loeber.  Sec'y. 
Jau.  25—29.   Mooresvil'e,  Ind.  Chas.  McClave,  Judge. 

C.  L.  Hallani.  Sec'y. 
Jan.  31  —  Feb.  3.   Hudson.  Mich.  Jas.  A.  Tucker.  J. 

W.  MulinLx,  II.  A.  Boies,  Judges.    H.  A.  Boies, 

Sec'y. 

Jan.  31— Feb.  5.  Toledo,  Ohio.    Hewes.  Butterfleld, 
aud  Tucker,  Judges.  Alva  Baker,  Sec'y. 

Central  West  States. 

Nov.  21 — 24.  Muscatine.  Iowa.  Ben.  S.  Meyers,  Judge. 

F.  M.  Ziegler,  See'j'. 
Nov.28  — Dec.  2.   Great  Bend,  Kans.   I.  K.  Felch. 

Judge.  F.  L.  Marsh.'Sec'y. 
Nov.28— Dec.  2.   Mason  Citv.  Iowa.  W.S.Russell. 

Ottumwa,  Iowa,  Judge.  M.  V.  Biekel.  Sec'y. 
Dec.  4 — S.    Maishalltown.    Iowa.     Theo.  Hewes. 

Judge.  II. C.  Hauseu,  Sec'y. 
Dec.  6— 9.  Stewartsville,  Minn.  Geo.  Holden,  Judge. 

L.  G.  Tubus,  Sec'y. 
Dec.  6-9.   Webb  City,  Mo.    C.  A.  Emry,  Judge.  C. 

Baker,  Sec'y. 

Dec.  11 — 15.     Davenport.  Iowa.    Jas.  A.  Tucker, 

.1  udge.  J .  P.  Voss,  Sec'y. 
Dec.  II— 16.  Rochester,  Minn.  Geo.  Holden,  Judge. 

L.  E.  Nietz,  Sec'y. 
Dec.  12—16.  Waverly,  Iowa.   B.  L.  Burbank,  Sec'y. 
Dec.  12  — 16.  Fayette,  Mo.  Theo.  Hewes.  C.  Rhodes, 

and  C.  A.  Entry,  Judges.  H.  P.  Mason.  Sec'y. 
Dec.  13-16.  Corslcana,  Tex.  H.  B.  Savage,  Judge. 

C.  E.  Papsworth,  Sec'y. 


Dec.  18—23.   Columbus.  Neb.   C.  H.  Rhodes,  Judge. 

W.  li.Swartsley,  Sec'y. 
Dec.  25—30.  Mankato.  Minn.    Holden.  Judge.  J. 

W.  Kallmann,  Sec'y. 
Dec. 26— 30.  Gallatin.  Mo.  F.M.Parker,  Sec'y. 
Dec.  2C-80.  Beatrice.  Nebr.  H.  C.  White,  Sec'y. 
Dec.  26— 30.  Duluth.  Minn.   Theo.  Hewes,  Judge'.  H. 

E.  Edmunds.  Sec'y. 
Jan.9— 13.  Enid.Okla.  I.  W.  Scherich,  Sec'y. 
Jan.  9— 14.   Dallas,  Tex.  Brown,  Kueliel.  and  Purdy, 

Judges. 

Jan.  16—20.   Sioux  Falls.  S.  D.    D.  Holden.  Judge. 
Stacy  S.  Metcalf.  Sec'y. 

Far  West  States. 

Oct.  3  — 4.    North  Yakima,  Wash.    Harry  Collier, 

Supt.  Theo.  Hewes,  Judge. 
Oct.  6— 12.  Portland,  Ore.  Elmer  Dixon.  Supt. 
Nov.  29— Dec.  2.  Corvallis,  Ore.  Rob.  Johnson,  Sec'y. 
Dec.  5— 8.  Alameda,  Calit.  C.  A.  Tracy,  Sec'y. 
Dec.  12— 15.  Salem,  Ore.  F.A.Welch,  Sec'y. 
Dec.  13—  1G.   Fresno,  Calif.   Geo.  Andrews,  Sec'y. 
Dec.  19— 22.  Albany,  Ore.  Claud  AV.  Vunk.  Sec'y. 
Dec.  19— 23.  Seattle.  Wash.  Chas.  McAllister,  Sec'y. 
December.  San  Francisco,  Cal.  J.  C.  Williams,  Sec'y. 
Dec.  27— Jan.  1.  Tacoma,  Wash.  Mrs.  C.  A.  Pratt, 

Sec'y. 

Jan.  8— 15.  Los  Angeles,  Calif.  Mrs.  O.  II.  Bnrbridge, 
Sec'y. 

Feb.  5— 10.    Walla  Walla.  Wash.    Chas.  McClave, 
Judge.  J.  A.  Levy,  Sec'y. 

Canada. 

Sept.  2— 9.  Toronto,  Cau.  A.  W.  Bell,  Supt. 


MRed  Feather  Farm  J* 

3000  cockerels  and  pullets,  150O  breeders  R.  and  S.  C.  R.  I.  Reds.  Prices  S2  to  $10.  LARGE,  HLOCKY 
cockerels  CLEAN  UNDEKC01.nK  $'-'.50  to  S3  and  up.  Liberal  discount  in  lots  of  10  or  more.  Eggs 
SBLKCTEI)  PKNS,  S2  per  15;  UTILITY,  SI  per  15;  S4.50  per  100;  S45  per  1000.  We  solicit  the  trade 
of  BROILER  PLANTS,  and  will  discount  on  5000  egg  orders. 

F.  W.  C.  ALMY,  PROP.      TIV.  4  CORS.,  R.  I.       L.  W.  CHASE,  ASST. 

Blanchard's  White  Leghorns. 

Are  no  experiment,  having  been  carefully  selected  and  bred  for  over  twenty  years,  with  results  that  justifv 
tlieciaim  that  they  are  the  greatest  laying  strain  of  Single  Comb  White  Leghorns  in  existence.  No  labor  or 
expense  has  been  spared  in  building  up  and  perfecting  this  strain,  and  while  the  production  of  large  pure 
white  fancy  mai  ket  eg^rs  has  been  the  main  object,  Standard  Qualities  have  not  b^eu  neglected.  They 
are  large,  vigorous,  active  and  handsome.  Good  winter  layers,  and  keep  at  it  all  summer.  Unexcelled  for 
introducing  new  blood,  or  as  foundation  slock.   Illustrated  circular  free. 

Winners  at  i\I  ad i son  Square  Garden,  New  York,  1903,  1904,  and  1905.  No  better  anywhere  at 
anv  price.  Eggs  for  hatching  $2  per  lb;  $3.75  per  30;  S5per  45;  SI  per  100.  From  w  inners  pen  $3  per  15;  $5  per 30. 


This  ad.  appears  monthly. 


H.  J.  BLANCHAKD,  Box  46,  Groton,  N.  Y; 


200-Egg  Incubator  ^$12 

The  wonderful  simplicity  of  the  Wooden  Hen  and  the  greatly  increased 
production  forced  by  its  immense  sales,  makes  it  possible  to  offer  this  per- 
fect batcher  for  $12. SO-  Self  regulating  and  guaranteed  to  hatch  as  large 
a  percentage  of  eggs  as  any  other  hatcher  at  any  price.  Send  for  the  free 
illustrated  catalogue  with  14  colored  views.  CEO-  H.  STAHL,  Qulncy,  Ilk 


a80  Fully  6uaranteed 


Eggs,   Broilers  and  Money, 

IS   THE   TITLE   OF   A   BOOK    THAT  TELLS 

The  breed  of  fowl  with  which  you  can  make  the  most  money.  It  is  a  general  talk  about  Eggs  and 
Broilers,  based  upon  our  experience.  Free  for  the  Asking. 

LAKE  WOOD  FARM  COMPANY,  INC., 

Breeders  of 

LAKEWOOl)   FA  KM   LAYERS.  THE   GREAT   PROFIT  PAYERS. 

BURRSVILLE,  NEW  JERSEY. 


POULTRY 


7~ 


Of  every  desci  iprion.  Prairie  Stale.  Empire  Stare  aud  Star  Inctihators  aud 
Brooders.  Drinking  Fountains.  Wire  Netting.  S|>rav  Pumps,  Whitewashing 
Machines,  I'owder  and  Liquid  Lice  Killers.  Roup  and  Cholera  Cures.  Condition 

Powders,  F.sf?  V  Is.  (ivsier  Shells.  Ueef  Scraps.  Dog  Cakes  aud  Medicines, and 

everything  necessary  for  Breeding  Poultry  and  Pet  Slock. 

Our  immense  Illustrated  Catalogue  gives  a  complete  list.  1 1  is  free.  Send  for  one. 


EXCELSIOR  WIRE 
W.  V.  RUSS,  Prop. 


& 


si  i,i,r,n  Js.  9 

© 

i 


POULTRY     SUPPLY   CO.,     Dept.  I, 

2(i  and  28  Vesey  St.,  New  Y'ork  City. 


Send  I5cts. 


nd  the  names  and  addresses  of  ten  good  farmers  for  a  year's  subscription 

to  the 

20  or  more  pages  weekly-.  Established 
18.S0,    Complete  in  ah  lis  departments.       JOHN    M.   STAHL,   Editor  aud  proprietor.   This  ofFcrgood 
for  new  subscribers  o,uly.    Stamps  taken.    Sample  copy  mailed  free.    Agents  wauled.    Pay  liberal. 


FARMER'S  CALL  Qn!£fY 


To  say,  when  writing  Advertisers,  "SAW  AO.  IN  FARn=POLlLTRY,"  will  benefit  you  — please  them— and  help  us. 
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Another  Idea  on  Ventilation. 


EDITOR  Farm-Pocltrt: —  In  looking 
over  tbe  arguments  on  tbe  open  and 
closed  front  poultry  bouses  In  recent 
issues  of  F.-P..  I  notice  that  J.  W. 
Wot  «t  .Son  are  strung  advocates  of  tbe  open 
Irout  or  curtain  bouse*  ;  and  in  Jan.  1,  F.-P.. 
ibey  state  tbst  if  Mr.  Morse  or  an\ body  el-e 
has  a  better  plan  for  ventilation  tbey  w  ould 
like  to  see  it.  I  think  I  have  a  better  plan  for 
our  climate,  which  is  simple  yet  practical.  I 
nave  been  u-ing  tbis  style  bouse  for  tbree 
year-,  and  know  therefore  of  wbat  I  speak. 

My  liou-e  is  constructed  on  the  shed  roof 
plai  .  ai  d  i>  s  x  12.  two  large  windows  in  tbe 
soul:,  side,  front .  and  are  two-thirds  of  the 
Whole  from,  and  one  foot  from  the  floor, 
therefore  let  the  suu-blne  in  tbe  bouse,  and 
there  are  no  dark  or  damp  corners,  while 
Uie  glass  lets  in  sun-bine,  light  and  warmth 
during  tbe  day  lime,  and  tbe  drop  curtain 
roos  ing  box  keeps  them  warm  at  night  and 
keeps  out  drafts.  When  to  get  ventilation  in 
all  kinds  of  weather  without  either  lime  or 


trouble,  and  without  causing  any  draft  on  the 
fowls,  1  have  made  an  opening  three  inches 
wide  at  the  top  of  tbe  bouse  In  front  under 
tbe  roof.  I  keep  tbis  open  all  the  time,  which 
causes  a  good  free  circulation  of  fresh  air 
night  and  day;  the  hot  air  being  lighter,  it 
rises  to  tbe  top  and  is  forced  out  by  the  clear, 
cool  air. 

I  use  tbe  droppings  board  plan  with  a  drop 
curtain  front,  made  of  two  thicknesses  of 
burlap  tacked  to  a  light  frame.  I  wintered 
twelve  B.  P.  Rocks  in  this  house,  and  they 
averaged  eight  eggs  a  day  all  winter.  Not 
one  of  my  birds  have  been  sick  or  showed  a 
sign  of  a  cold  all  winter,  and  were  as  smart 
and  vigorous  as  when  they  were  running  out 
of  doors.  I  used  hay  for  a  scratching  litter, 
and  It  did  not  get  damp  and  musty,  which 
shows  that  tbe  bouse  was  dry.  I  might  stale 
that  this  house  Is  single  walled  and  covered 
with  one  ply  tar  paper,  and  ihe  door  is  In  the 
northwest  end.  E.  C.  Priest. 

Arlington  Heights,  Ma9s. 


Something  New   About  Dalmatian. 


EDITOR  Farm-Poultry:  —  Last  week 
I   compounded    some    lice  powder 
ihus:    Tobacco  dust,  three  parts; 
sulphur,  one  part;  lime,  one  pan; 
fine  wood  ashes,  one  part. 

I  did  tbis  because  I  did  not  get  Dalmatian, 
and  because  tbe  Virginia  experiment  station 
has  found  Dalmatian  to  stun  raiber  than  kill. 
The  little  insect  powder  I  have  been  able  to 
get  has  been  from  tbe  bulk,  and  not  in  air 
light  cases.  There  was  no  certainty  that  it 
was  Dalmatian  at  all. 

I  dusted  the  bens  faithfully  with  tobacco 
and  sulphur,  and  could  discover  no  lice  on 
tbem.  but  I  have  iiad  lo  use  lard  on  the  heads 
of  tbe  little  chicks.    Is  there  anything  belter? 

My  neighbors  give  their  chicks  about  one- 
temh  of  the  atteutiou  I  do,  yet  do  not  seem 
to  have  more  losses  than  I  do.  Mrs.  L.  says 
It  is  because  I  count  mine,  but  they  do  not 
count  ibeirs.  I  don't  know,  but  I  am  going 
to  try  to  reduce  losses,  whether  from  feeding, 
filth,  or  vermin.  J.  L. 


I  think  it  may  safely  be  said  that  if  the 
Virginia  experiment  station  found  that  Dal- 
matian merely  stunned  lice  it  used  some  poor 
Dalmatiau.    At  the  same  time  I  must  con- 


fess that  though  I  have  always  supposed  that 
I  have  slain  my  ten  thousands  of  lice,  I  never 
examined  one  of  tbem  critically  to  see 
whether  or  not  it  was  dead.  I  always  took 
Ibe  fact  that  tbe  louse  let  go  its  bold  and 
dropped  off  the  chick,  and  that  after  a  few 
appllcallous  of  Dalmatian  no  symptoms  of 
lice  remained,  to  mean  that  tbe  lice  bad  been 
killed. 

That  Dalmatian  makes  files  dead  enough  to 
be  dismissed  from  consideration  I  have  demon- 
strated again  and  again,  and  a  little  of  the 
powder  goes  a  long  way. 

No.  I  would  not  use  lard.  I  would  get 
some  good  Dalmatian.  If  local  druggists 
don't  keep  It,  try  tbe  poultry  supply  dealers 
who  advertise  In  the  poultry  papers.  It  is  so 
cheap,  so  effective,  and  goes  so  far  that  it  Is 
much  more  economical  to  go  to  some  trouble 
to  get  It  than  to  use  lard  or  anything  that 
requires  treatment  of  each  chick  individually. 

If  Mr.  L.  can  find  for  a  fact  that  tbe  losses 
of  his  neighbors  who  give  their  chicks  little 
care  are  no  greater  than  bis,  I  think  be  will 
find  on  looking  into  his  own  case  further  that 
bis  care  goes  beyond  what  Is  best  for  tbe 
chickens. 


Has  Trouble  Raising  Chicks. 


EDITOR  Farm-Poultry:— I  am  iuier- 
es'ed  in  the  poultry  business,  and 
make  a  fair  profit  out  of  It,  but  tbe 
main  trouble  is  that  I  don't  seem  able 
lo  raise  enough  chickens.  I  can  always  raise 
a  couple  hundred,  but  there  I  stick.  I  haw 
two  200-egg  Cyphers  Incubators,  and  four 
Peep-o"-Day  brooders,  and  I  don't  seem  able 
to  raise  any  more  chickens  now  than  when  I 
used  to  set  twenty-five  or  thirty  sitting  hens. 
I  will  try  and  tell  the  symptoms  by  which  the 
little  chickens  died  in  tbe  last  two  seasons. 

The  first  season  I  hatched  five  lots  with  tbe 
two  incubators,  beginning  about  the  20lh  of 
March,  ending  with  the  15th  of  May.  Tbis 
season  the  chickens  were  the  same  In  vitality 
in  the  beginning  of  the  season  as  In  tbe  end; 
the  five  lo  -  hatched  out  150  chickens  to  tbe 
200-egg  incubator — that  is,  tbey  averaged  that. 
In  all  I  hatched  about  750  chickens  In  five 
hatches.  Some  were  put  in  brooders;  some 
were  given  to  bens.  I  put  75  chicks  In  one 
brooder,  and  about  15  to  20  chicks  with  a  hen. 

Now  tbe  symptoms  by  which  the  chicks 
died  were  the  same  in  the  brooder  as  the  hen 
raised  chicks.  They  seemed  to  be  bright  and 
lively  when  batched,  till  about  three  days  or 
a  week  old,  when  tbe  trouble  began.  First 
they  would  be  dumplsb,  and  stand  around  In 
the  sun  ;  their  back  sides  were  bunged  up  with 
a  sort  of  white  stuff,  and  then  tbey  would  die  ; 
or,  If  tbey  didu't,  I  would  pinch  their  necks 
for  tbem. 

Tbis  season  the  chicks  didn't  hatch  out  a* 
Well  as  last,  but  tbey  seemed  stronger,  and  I 
{Bleed  -  few  more,  especially  tbe  early  ones. 
The  lusi  natcu  this  season  certainly  were 


sirong  chicks,  except  a  few  Plymouth  Rocks. 
I  put  tbis  hatch  of  150  with  eight  silting  bens, 
and  raised  100  of  tbem.  1  fed  tbem  rolled 
oats  moistened  with  milk  for  two  weeks, 
mixed  grit  and  sand  with  the  rolled  oats; 
then  I  fed  a  prepared  chick  food  of  dry  grains. 

Tbe  second  lot  of  150  chicks  were  put  in 
two  brooders,  and  fed  the  prepared  food  of 
dry  gralus  mixed  with  grit  and  charcoal  and 
small  seeds.  These  chicks  were  just  as  good 
as  the  chicks  Ibat  were  raised  by  the  hens 
until  about  the  fourth  day,  when  I  went  dow  n 
to  tbe  brooder  bouse  in  the  morning  and 
opened  the  brooder.  Tbe  chickens  were 
crowded  about  tbe  drum  In  the  brooder. 
Tbelr  crops  were  packed  with  the  chick  food 
they  were  given  the  night  before.  They  were 
all  right  the  night  before;  their  beads  were 
sticking  out  from  under  the  hover,  and  there 
wasn't  any  change  in  the  temperature  during 
the  night  that  I  know  of,  though  I  have 
noticed  that  when  once  or  twice  I  have  got  up 
In  tbe  night  that  tbe  brooder  was  warmer 
than  when  I  went  to  bed.  Tbe  flame  9eems 
to  get  bigger  during  tbe  night. 

Out  of  this  promising  lot  of  150  chicks  all 
died  with  the  exception  of  thirty  of  the 
strongest,  and  they  are  not  as  good  as  the  ben 
raised  chicks. 

Tbe  second  two  lots  were  put  one  with 
hens,  which  all  died  but  fifty  chicks;  the 
other,  w  ith  three  brooders,  and  all  died  but 
twelve  chicks;  same  symptoms. 

Tbe  breeding  stock  are  grade  Leghorn  hens. 
I  had  also  thirty  Plymouth  Rock  pullets. 
Chickens  batched  from  them  were  the  worst 
of  tbe  lot.    I  think  that  they  weren't  fit  for 


WYCKQFPS  S.  C.  WHITE  LEGHORNS 

Acknowledged  everywhere  the  World's  Greatest  Laying  strain;  Unequaled  in  Standard  final- 
ities. Without  question  the  Mist  Profitable  strain  of  Poultry  in  America  today .  I,0M>  extra  choice 
Yearling  hens  mated  with  grand  strong  early  hatched  cockerels,  must  be  sold  at  once  lo  make  room.  They  are 
ihe  ideal  breeding  minings  for  season  of  1906,  and  we  will  make  special  inducements  in  prices  to  carly'pur- 
chasers.   When  writing  for  catalogue  and  prices  please  state  ptaiuly  just  what  is  wanted.  Address 

WYCKOFF'S   FARM,  Aurora.  Cayuga  Co.,  N.  V. 


Are  your  fowls  sick?  Are  you  losingthem  by  dozens? 

The  chances  are  'tis  Roup.  Tne  scourge  of  the  poultry  yard. 

CONKEY'S  ROUP  CURE 

placed  in  the  drinking  water  kills  the  germs  and  is  guaranteed  to  cure. 

We  refund  your  money  if  it  fails.  Your  druggist  or  poultry  supply 
^dealer  has  it— if  not,  post-paid  by  us  in  50  cent  and  $1.00  packages. 
m  Our  book  on  poultry  diseases  FREE. 

-      Agents  wanted.  C.  E.  CONKEY  &  CO.,  Box  56    Cleveland,  O. 


Breeders  For  Sale. 

Seven  pens  of  White  Plymouth  Rocks;  six  pens  of  Barred  Plymouth  Rocks;  eight  pens  of  Huff  Ply- 
mouth Rocks;  four  pens  of  I'ckiu  Ducks,  four  females  ami  one  male  of  either  variety  for  SI0. 


Illustrated   Catalogue  Free. 

PLYMOUTH  POULTRY  FARM  CO.,  b 


f,  York,  Pa. 


BANNER  LICE  AND  VERMIN  KILLER 

The  greatest  Lice  Killer  known.  Perfectly  harmless  to  chicKs  or  fowls,  but 
instaut  death  to  all  kinds  of  vermin.   Never  fails.   Easilv  aprtlied, 

5  oz.  10  cents;   15  oz.  25  cents;  4S  oz.50cenis;  100  oz.  $1.00. 
If  sent  by  mail,  add  1  cent  extra  for  each  ounce  for  postage.  Our  212  page 
Poultry  Supply  Catalogue  I  t ;  I  l  .   Send  for  one. 

EXCELSIOR  WIRE  &  POULTRY  SUPPLY  CO.,    Dept.  I, 

26  and  23  Vesey  St..  New  York.  City. 


Send  15  cts. 


and  the  names  and  addresses  of  ten  good  farmers  for  a  year's  subscription 

to  the    PAPMPP'Q    PAI  I  QUINCY. 

20  or  more  pages  weekly.    Established     "MR  IVI  C  rV  O     V/MUk  ILLS. 

1880  Complete  in  all  its  department.  JOHN  M.  STAHL,  Editor  aud  proprietor.  This  offer  good 
lor  new  subscribers  only.    Slumps  lakeu.    Sample  copy  mailed  free.  Agenls  wanted.    Pay  liberal. 


breeding,  as  they  weren't  batched  until  tbe 
last  of  July.  Tbey  were  raiber  small  for 
Plymouth  Rocks,  but  were  healthy  and  lively. 
Tbey  commenced  to  lay  about  tbe  first  of 
February.  Tbe  breeding  stock  tbis  year 
weren't  as  good  layers  as  tbey  were  last  year. 
I  used  only  pullets  to  breed  from,  but  with 
tbe  exception  of  tbe  thirty  Plymouth  Rocks 
were  all  well  matured,  and  seemed  to  be  In 
prime  condition,  their  combs  were  as  red  as 
roses.  Tbe  roosters  were  also  fine  birds,  very 
vigorous.  The  thirty  Plymouth  Rocks  were 
divided  Into  two  pens,  one  rooster  to  a  pen. 

There  were  two  pens  of  Leghorns.  Tbe 
first  had  twenty-five  hens  In  it;  the  other 
eighteen.  The  one  with  eighteen  Leghorn 
hens  were  mated  with  a  White  Leghorn  cock- 
erel. Tbe  chickens  that  were  hatched  from 
tbis  pen  were  the  best  of  tbe  lot.  Tbey  looked 
at  two  weeks  of  age  like  those  chicks  In  the 
poultry  paper. 

I  fed  tbe  bens  a  mash  In  the, morning  mixed 
with  milk  and  beef  scraps;  tbe  noon  and  night 
meals  were  grain  —  wheat  thrown  in  straw  to 


make  tbem  scratch.  Tbey  were  well  supplied 
with  green  food,  oyster  shells,  aud  grit,  and 
were  kept  clean  from  lice. 

I  know  tbis  is  a  pretty  long  letter,  but  I 
don't  want  to  lose  so  many  chickens  next 
year  if  I  can  help  it.  So  if  you  can  help  me 
through  Farm-Poultry  I  will  be  much 
obliged.  A  Subscriber. 

This  subscriber  lives  in  Oregon.  Tbe 
trouble  be  describes  bas  been  common  every- 
where. We  have  beard  a  great  deal  about  it 
tbis  season.  It  bas  not  attacked  all  flocks  or 
all  lots,  but  has  developed  unexpectedly  in 
many  places.  Investigations  made  have  »ot 
been  so  thorough  and  complete  as  to  show 
just  what  is  wrong,  and  we  have  to  con- 
sider, too,  that  tbe  descriptions  which  seem  to 
indicate  identical  symptoms  are  often  mis- 
leading. There  may  be  a  great  deal  of  a 
diarrhea  of  a  certain  type,  but  there  will 
almost  certainly  be  a  great  many  other  cases 
of  diarrhea  described  as  of  tbe  type  attracting 
special  interest  at  the  time,  betice  it  requires 


era  monltlns  hen  needs  SITTER! DAN 
CONDITION  roWDEO.  It  puts  her  In 
condltloo,  makes  the  pi  umatro  grow  quick- 
ly and  glvea  tne  glosa  bo  attractive  In  show 
birds. 

Sheridan's 

^^^coNDrnoNi 

Powder 

will  make  chickens  healthy  and  keep 
them  up  to  the  mark.  Makes  young 
pullets  early  lavera  for  October  egg 
prices.  It  you  can't  buy  it  near  home 
we  will  send  one  package  25  cents; 
five,  11.00;  2lb.  can  |1.20;  six.  #s.00. 
>Ex.  paid.  Sample  poultry  paper  Iree. 
-  I.  S.  JOHNSON  &  CO.,  Boston,  Mass. 


Molting  Hens 

If  your  hens  are  shedding  their  feathers 
and  not  laying,  they  are  out  of  condition. 
The  best  poultry  authorities  say,  "When 
hens  are  in  condition  they  will  lay  perfect 
eggs  and  plenty  of  them."  Then  help 
them  over  molting  time  or  your  egg  profit 
will  be  lost.  Sheridan's  Condition 
Powder  will  help  the  molting  hens.  The 
process  of  molting  is  a  very  exhausting 
one.  The  growing  of  nev>  feathers 
requires  all  the  nitrogen  and  phosphates 
in  the  food,  so  that  there  is  an  extra 
demand  upon  the  strength.  The  elements 
needed  bv  poultry  at  molting,  in  addition 
to  good  food,  are  contained  in  Sheri- 
dan's Condition  Powder  to  a  high 
degree.  Thousands  of  poultrymen  have 
proven  it  to  be  worth  its  weight  in  gold 
for  molting  hens. 

When  your  hens  show  signs  of  molting, 
feed  them  once  daily,  in  a  hot  bran  mast\ 
Sheridan's  Powder  as  directed.  Do 
this  and  you  will  have  as  others  do  who 
have  tried  the  plan,  an  abundance  of  eggs 
to  sell  in  the  fall  and  w  inter  month*  " 


To  say,  when  writing  advertisers,  "  SAW  AD.  IN  FARM-POULTRY,"  will  benefit  you  —  please  them  -  and  help  us. 
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competent  observation  of  different  lots  of 
sick  chicks  described  as  having  the  same 
symptoms  to  make  sure  that  Ihey  actually  do 
have  the  same  symptoms  and  the  same  dis- 
ease. 

Such  a  symptom  as  diarrhea,  even  a  whitish, 
or  greenish,  or  yellowish,  or  brownish  diar- 
rhea is  not  peculiar  to  a  single  disease,  and  so 
one  symptom  does  not  surely  indicate  the 
character  of  the  disease.  Further,  the  same 
disease  is  not  always  produced  by  the  same 
causes. 

Assuming  that  the  many  cases  of  "white 
diarrhea"  reported  as  affecting  especial. y 
brooder  chicks  (though  some  lots  of  chicks 
reared  with  hens  have  given  the  same  trouble) 
are  identical,  it  does  not  follow  that  the 
causes  of  the  trouble  are  always  the  same.  It 
may  be  due  in  one  case  to  faulty  incubation ; 
in  the  next  to  faulty  brooding;  in  the  next  to 
both,  or  It  may  be  due  to  a  combination  of 
causes.  Suppose  the  conditions  of  incubating 
and  brooding  the  same  for  two  lots  of  chicks 
of  different  parentage  or  fed  differently,  and 
suppose  one  of  these  lots  grows  and  thrives 
while  most  of  the  chicks  in  the  other  lot  die. 

Now,  suppose  another  lot  of  chicks  from 
the  same  parents  as  the  lot  which  nearly  all 
died,  but  hatched  and  brooded  differently,  and 
suppose  this  last  lot  live  and  thrive,  what  con- 
clusion is  to  be  drawn? 

It  seems  to  m<;  the  conclusion  to  be  drawn 
from  the  two  set?  of  cases  is  that  the  weak- 
ness of  the  chlck.s  was  not  so  great  but  that 
under  proper  conditions  of  incubating  and 
brooding  the  chicks  would  have  lived  and 
done  well.  In  many  other  matters  we  are 
brought  to  similar  conclusions.  The  chicken's 
struggle  for  life  is  a  balancing  of  its  strong 
and  weak  points  against  favorable  and 
unfavorable  conditions  in  its  environment. 
Sometimes  a  very  little  thing  affects  that 
balance. 

In  artificial  incubation  it  is  hard  to  get  uni- 
form conditions.  The  machines  of  one  style 
and  kind  are  all  alike,  but  they  are  run  under 
every  conceivable  variety  of  conditions  in 
which  it  is  possible  to  attempt  to  operate  a 
machine.  The  most  successful  operator  is 
the  one  who  not  only  can  run  his  machine 
most  evenly,  but  the  one  who  can  keep  sur- 
rounding conditions,  particularly  the  temper- 
ature and  other  atmospheric  conditions  in  his 
incubator  room  appropriate  to  the  rules  by 
which  he  runs  his  machine,  and  who,  when  he 
cannot  control  the  surroundings,  knows  how 
to  adapt  the  regulation  of  the  machine  to 
them.  In  short,  the  successful  incubator 
operator,  like  the  successful  feeder,  earns  his 
success  by  his  judgment  in  dealing  with  con- 
ditions as  he  finds  them  from  day  to  day. 


Perfect  skill  is  not  attainable,  but  on  the 
whole  success  is  In  proportion  to  skill,  and 
skill  results  from  careful  study  and  practice. 
Incubators  and  brooders  do  not  run  them- 
selves. Some  mechanical  faculty  and  steady 
supervision  are  required  to  run  them. 

Then  when  one  seems  to  have  good  results 
and  these  afterwards  turn  to  disappointment, 
more  study  and  investigation  are  necessary. 
The  problem  (or  somewhat  similar  ones)  that 
worries  this  subscriber  is  worrying  many 
others.  Perhaps  conditions  beyond  our  con- 
trol are  in  a  degree  responsible  for  it — as 
appears  to  be  the  case  with  fertility  and  with 
egg  production.  Many  shrewd,  bright  poul- 
trymen  are  looking  into  it.  As  yet  no  results 
are  attained  that  would  enable  anyone  to  show 
the  subscriber,  whose  letter  is  quoted  above, 
how  to  avoid  losses  next  year.  However,  it 
is  quite  possible  that  next  year  would  be  a 
good  year  without  change  of  method,  and  we 
all  live  in  expectation  that  meantime  some- 
thing more  will  be  learned  of  the  causes  of 
such  losses. 


American  White  Plymouth  Rock 
Club. 

The  American  White  Plymouth  Rock  Club 
is  pleased  to  announce  that  it  will  renew  the 
liberal  offer  made  lo  poultry  associations  last 
year;  namely,  fine  handsome  silk  ribbons,  and 
a  year's  free  membership  in  the  club.  All 
associations  wishing  to  avail  themselves  of  this 


offer,  should  notify  the  secretary  at  an  early 
date,  as  the  specials  for  all  shows  will  be 
ordered  atone  time,  and  associations  applying 
later  cannot  be  accommodated.  The  club  is 
willing  and  glad  to  deal  generously  with  all 
poultry  organizations,  so  apply  early. 

We  still  have  a  limited  number  of  our  ciub 
catalogues  on  haud,  which  we  will  send  to  all 
who  apply  as  long  as  they  last.  If  you  are 
interested  in  White  Plymouth  Kocks,  or  want 
to  know  about  them,  don't  fail  to  get  this 
beautifully  illustrated  book  free.  Application 
blanks  and  all  information  will  be  furnished 
on  your  request  to  the  secretary  and  treasurer, 
Sbth  W.  Gregory,  Delavan,  Wis. 

Whitewash  Pumps. 

Editor  Farm-Poultry  :— In  answer  to  A. 
S.  B.,  in  your  paper  of  July  1st,  will  say  that 
after  thinking  for  some  time  about  getting 
a  pump  for  spraying,  whitewashing,  etc.,  we 
decided  to  purchase  one  called  "Perfect  Suc- 
cess," paying  $4.35  for  it  In  Philadelphia,  and 
made  by  the  Deming  Co.,  of  Salem,  Ohio. 
The  reason  we  hesitated  about  getting  a  pump 
was  that  a  member  of  my  family  had  had  two 
that  failed  to  spray  whitewash.  After  getting 
the  pump  we  decided  to  run  it  ourselves,  not 
trusting  to  our  man.  We  made  the  white- 
wash in  a  barrel,  and  while  it  was  hot  strained 
it  through  a  fine  kitchen  sieve,  then  through  a 
finer  kitchen  sieve  into  a  bucket  to  which  we 
had  fastened  the  pump.  To  every  bucket  we 
added  about  two  large  spoonfuls  of  salt  and 
some  milk — about  a  pint — also  some  carbolic 
acid.  We  were  then  ready  to  apply  it  after 
regulating  the  size  of  the  spray.  We  had 
splendia  success,  and  quite  a  lot  of  fun  put- 
ting it  on.  We  did  our  chicken  houses,  a 
large  cow  house  and  cellar  in  a  much  shorter 
time  than  if  it  had  been  done  by  hand.  Every- 
thing got  two  coats,  the  second  after  the  first 
had  dried,  as  it  had  not  been  done  in  several 
years.  Our  success  I  think  was  due  first,  to 
putting  it  on  while  quite  warm;  second,  to 
thoroughly  straining  it  through  a  very  fine 
sieve;  third,  to  making  the  spray  as  fine  as 
possible.  The  mixture  was  about  as  thick  as 
cream.  L.  D.  B. 


Every  Reader   Should  Send  for 
Free  Sample. 

Those  of  our  readers  who  are  interested  In 
the  subject  of  good  ready  to  lay  roofing  will 
do  well  to  write  to  the  manufacturers  of 
Amatlte  for  a  free  sample,  which  they  are 
advertising. 

The  sample  is  not  large,  but  will  give  a 
very  good  Idea  of  what  you  may  expect 
before  investing  your  money. 

This  new  roofing  material  seems  to  have  all 
the  qualifications  necessary  for  a  good,  dur- 
able ready  roofing  at  little  cost. 

Amatite  is  guaranteed  to  be  rain,  wind,  and 
weather  proof,  and  a  most  excellent  fire 
retardent. 

The  manufacturers  are  one  of  the  largest 
and  most  reputable  concerns  in  the  country, 
and  any  claim  of  theirs  can  be  relied  upon. 

We  suggest  writing  today  for  the  sample  to 
any  office  of  the  Barrett  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany, New  York,  Chicago,  Allegheny, Kansas 
City,  Cincinnati,  Philadelphia,  Cleveland, 
Minneapolis,  New  Orleans,  St.  Louis;  or  to 
New  England  Agency,  National  Coal  Tar  Co., 
297  Franklin  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 


BARRED  ROCKS 

Sorue  choice  tested  breeding  stock  now  ready. 
The  kind  that  will  breed  strong,  vigorous  prize  win- 
ning birds.  Prices  right.   Eggs  for  hatching. 

J.  W.  RANDALL,  Canobie  Lake,  N.  H. 
Irish  Terriers  irom  pedigreed  stock  for  sale. 


Climax  Leg  Bands 

have,  large  plain  numbers,  easy  to  I 
read,  easy  to  fasten  on,  are  light 
and  are  sure  to  stay  on.  Sizes  to  I 
fit  any  bird.  Prices— 12,  20c;  2-t.  3oc;  I 
60,  60c;  100,  81.00.  Over  a  million  in  I 
use.  Write  at  once,  enclosing  I 
stamp,  for  sample  and  band  booklet. 


NETTXETON'S 

LT.  BRAHMAS 

Winners  of  the  Blue  at  many  exhibitions.  Size  and 
quality  is  what  I  have. 

An  ex  v  nice  lot  of  young  birds  for  sale  after 
Oct.  1.  A  few  this  season  breeding  cockerels  at  $5 
and  $10  each,  grand  birds. 

C.  P.  NETTLETON,  Box  159,  Shelton,  Conn. 


LITTLE  CHICKS 

The  only  book  published  that  tells  how  to  suc- 
cessfully hatch  and  rear  little  chicks.  Written  by 
the  most  Practical  Poultrynien.   Over  160  pages. 

Price  50c.  postpaid.  Circular  free. 

Excelsior  Wire  and  Poultry  Supply  Co. 

Dept.  I,      26  &  28  Vesey  St.,  N.  Y.  City. 


TRY  HOUGHTON'S  WIRE  EGG  CARRIER 

For  aliip- 


H.  HOUGHTON.  Harvard,  Mass. 


Roup 

Roupy  Colds 
Rheumatism 


Are  all  quickly  and  effectively  abolished  by  the 
method  of  treatment  described  in  Michael  K. 
Boyer's  book  ou  Poultry  Diseases. 

Splendid  successes  in  the  curing  of  above  trou- 
bles are  constantly  being  reported  as  the  result 
of  using  our 


Liniment 


II  is  thooldest  and  most  favorably  known  prep- 
aration of  its  kind  on  the  market,  for  the  cure 
of  coldsaud  all  throat  troubles  in  human  beings, 
soitisnotsnrprising  that  it  is  equally  good  for 
similar  troubles  in  poultry.  Originated  in  1810. 
Put  up  in  two  sizes  — 25  and  SO  cents.  Larger 
bottle  more  economical,  as  it  holds  three  times 
as  much.  Sold  by  all  dealers  in  medicine;  or  we 
send  it  postpaid  on  receipt  of  price. 

"PvPA  post-paid,  Mr.  Boyer's  Book  on 
1 CC  poultry  Diseases  and  Treatment. 

I.  S.  JOHNSON  &  CO.,  211I,  Boston,  Mass. 


THENew  Illustrated  Standard  of  Perfection 

The  regular  price  of  the  book  Is  $1.50,  no  matter  where  purchased.  We  are,  however, -making  some  extremely  desirable  offers 
whereby  a  Standard  may  be  obtained  for  much  less  than  the  advertised  cost.  Here,  for  example,  is  how  you  can  greatly  reduce  ihe 
price  of  your  copy  by  securing  a  few  subscriptions  to  Farm-Poultry. 

Send  us  $1.00  and  one  new  subscriber  at  50c.  ($1.50  in  all) 

Send  us  .75  and  two  new  subscribers  at  50c.  each  ($1.75  in  all) 
Send  us  .50  and  three  new  subscribers  at  50c.  each  ($2.00  in  all) 
Send  us         six  new  subscribers     at  50c.  each  ($3.00  in  all) 

THIS     LAST    OFFER    ENABLES    YOU    TO    GET    YOUR    STANDARD  FREE. 
Your  compliance  with  any  one  of  the  above  requirements  will  entitle  you  to  a  copy  of  the  new  Illustrated 

Standard  of  Perfection. 

The  price  to  old  or  new  subscribers  for  a  yearly  subscription  to  Farm-Poultry  and  a  copy  of  the  new  Illustrated  Standard  is 
only  $  1.50  for  both.  Forty-four  of  the  leading  varieties  clearly  described ;  300  pages  and  88  full  page  illustrations  of  male  and  female 
of  each  breed.  You  should  place  your  order  for  a  copy  at  once.  They  will  soon  be  ready,  and  rest  assured,  there  will  be  no  time 
lost  whatever  in  mailing  your  books  immediately  upon  receipt  of  the  supply  at  this  office  which  we  are  advised  will  reach  us  early 
in  August.  You  ought  to  have  a  Standard,  and  as  the  demand  will  be  heavy,  those  who  co-operate  with  us  by  booking  their  order 
at  once  are  those  who  will  avoid  possible  disappointment  and  vexatious  delay  at  a  time  when  perhaps  they  need  the  book  most. 
So  let  us  have  your  order  —  NOW. 


FARM-POULTRY   PUBLISHING  CO., 


Boston,  Mass. 


To  say,  when  writing  advertisers,  "SAW  AD.  IN  FARM-POULTRY,"  will  benefit  you  —  please  them  —  and  help  us. 


